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PREFACE 


These notes were jotted down during a brief holi- 
day, mainly \\ ith the object of diverting thought They 
are now offered to the British Public by a stranger 
in blood, in creed, and in language , by a student too 
early withdrawn from the advantages of systematic 
, ’study 

In contrasting the New Civilization with the 
the writer cannot pretend always to maturity of e\ 
penence or soundness of conclusion All that he 
claims is a friendly conversation, in open council, w ith 
Englishmen On the one hand and Indians on the other 
That granted, lie hopes these rambles in the field of 
Humanity may not prove altogether to be the ram 
blings of a vacant mind 

Bouba\, 

A mas, xSgi 
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CHAPTER I 

FFOM BOVJU\ TO LONDON 

A^Pdgnmagc long deferred — Prcl m nines— Crocod le” — Thf 
Start— Organ sition on Board— The \ 0) agers and tl e r 
h arc — The Language d fF cult)*~*Tl e Pastor — The \ o age — 
Aden — Sue»— Port Sa d—Br nd si and Tncstc — \ Canter 
across the Cent nent — l irst Ra Iwa> experience in Europe — 
On to I uccrne— Hard put to it 

A Yktr to London has been mj dream for j ears a 
hope long deferred More indeed than w ish or hope 
it has been a faith w ith me to be rewarded in the fulness 
of time B> the end of 1SS9 I fnd I ha\e rambled 
over nearly the \t hole of the Indian Continent compar 
»ng its past with the # present and catching a glimpse 
of the future, as afforded b> the comparison What 
could be more natural for a student of humanit) a 
pilgrim in starch of the truths of life than that he 
should now wish For a look at the other world beyond 
the seas whose fortunes are so closely knit with those 
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of his own country > There is so much to learn and to 
unlearn from contact with a different civilization, more 
robust and more real, in spite of its ‘ falsehood of 
extremes ' One could not expect to pick up the living 
facts of to day so readily as by personal observation or 
to apply them with equal force and precision to the 
shifting theories of yesterday No* study is so absorb- 
ing for man as a study *of human progress , no method 
so successful for it as the comparativ e method And 
wh$rc could one find a wider 'scope for the exercise of 
his observation than in the metropolis of the world ’ 
With London for its vantage ground, let the pilgrim 
look at the world s fair around If he have eyes, he 
can see a panorama of happiness and misery spread 
out ih wild profusion before him If he have ears, he 
may hear the throbs of this great big heart of the 
universe, pulsating with the highest aspirations and the 
lowest passions of humaryty With all its unattractive^ 
ness, London is stiH a Mecca for the traveller in search 
of truth a Medina of rest for the persecuted or the 
perplexed m spirit Though centre of perpetual 
motion, it is still the Persepohs of human grandeur in 
repose. To the searcher after enlightenment it is a 
Budh Gaya , a Benares for the sinner in search of 
emancipation Damp dirty, noisy London, thou art, 
verily a Jerusalem for the weary soldier of faith 
There is no shrine on the face of this earth, where the 
pilgrim reformer could pitch His tent witji a larger 
promise of grace from without witnessing the Divine 
Man betra>cd and crucified every day, only the better 
to conduce, as it is said, to tjie glorj of God and the 
happiness of Man • * 
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Friends have asked me over to England repeatedl), 
even if only for a few months Some of them have 
offered to relieve the guest of pecuniar)' anxiety, know- 
ing how poor he is, and how freely he Ins had to give 
of his own to others more needy than himself, The 
invitations have been prompted more by public than by 
personal motives , my visit has been contemplated on 
the same grounds But ft could not be decided on till 
the beginning of 1890 - I am compelled about tins time 
to slacken the speed of private correspondence and to 
suspend all literary effort There is no immediate 
pressure of public affairs to keep me in India Pohtic'al 
interest seems to flag, and social movements are allowed 
to rest awhile, in sympathy with a quiet reaction that 
has been working for the reformeij 
■* So, one day, 111 the height of enjoying a picnic at 
Karh, the subject of a visit to London is broached to ' 
tlje domestic circle. A brief discussion follows ending 
in a liberal vote of supplies An early day is fixed for 
the pilgrimage, so that there may, be no changing of 
mind hereafter All the same I dread the parting, and 
have hardly* strength, enough to sit at the same table 
Is it not strange for a pilgrim born for the service of 
others* that he should feel stepping out of the famil) 
orbit as one of lus sorest trials although as a matter 
of fact he has spent more of his life amongst strangers 
than amongst the dear unfamiliar faces at home ? In 
the present case parting is mbrfc than usually painful 
With the home minister somewhat of an invalid the 
junior members growing irtipattent with a new interest 
in life, which they lack the means of adequatelv gratify 
ing , with all parties having to give up a portion of 
1 2 
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their reserves m order to keep the wanderer in comfort , 
it feels anj thing but a holiday trip when the time 
comes for starting 

But there is no turning back now , no going forward 
hereafter if the present chance is missed So, with the 
help of my valued friend Mr T J Bennett, I secure a 
single berth cabin on board the Austro Hungarian 
Steamship Ivtperator , with pei mission to dine in my 
cabin and to have m> man with me It is a curious 
thing for a traveller to confess but I seldom dine at the 
common table, at home or abroad This habit of 
seclusion has grown upon me so much that I can hardly 
bear the idea of entering a common room , hence the 
need^of a companion whenever I have a long distance 
to go 

This time I take up an old acquaintance whom (for 
•purposes of an allegory on tlie banks of the Thames) 
we shall name Crocodile ' He is the eldest Son of a 
gentleman at large trained to nothing in particular, and 
accustomed from his infancy to a shabbj genteel 
existence Neglected alike at home and at school he 
has grown up a hulking baby, with his finer* instincts* 
half developed and the growth of responsibility arrested 
somewhere midway I have tried in vain, to lick him 
lgto a Useful member of society But he tires very 
soon of a settled life of independence and breaks away 
from it under various pretexts— weak memory, ^sliort 
temper, and bad luck especially He is not born to be 
a servant, he thinks , and a master lie cannpt .make 
even on a small scale He prefers to live uport hismits 
and when at the point of starvation lapses into a sort of 
parasitism which he looks upon as his earthly paradise 
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Poor ** Crocodile* ’ What a puzzle, what a paradov he 
is' A willing worker, and \et useless to lnmself 
Honest and faithful, without being acceptable to friends 
Temperate, but with the temper of a demon, shrewd, 
without any business habits to speak of, a born gentle 
man, with the manners of a boor breaking out every now 
and then His life is a failure, because he cannot see 
the purpose that underlies it Hardened by its ups 
and downs, he looks upon life as a game of chance in 
which the victory is often for the swiftest . He runs 
swiftly enough, at times like a madman But there is no 
method in lus midness With his fine presence, his 
tact*his pushing and pleasing wajs, Crocodile ought to* 
have made a capital ambassador, or a canvassing ggent 
fora large enterprise I put him in the way once or 
twice. But the situation was far too tempting , instead 
of confining himself to facts and figures he tooK 
flight into the regions of fiction Latterl}’ he has 
drifted towards a half enlightened pessimism The 
only way to keep him from sinking is to appeal to his. 
manhood, and*. to the prtde of family, w'hich seem, 
to be the one strong element in his character As a 
companion he has been \ery useful to me for small 
. errands 6r purchases, into which he throws all that 
’remains to him of a heart It is a good heart? too, fcljjs 
' remnant, but soured by disappointments Crocodile 
does not believe in friendship though fond of making 
friends, perhaps with an eje to the main chance 

opdns business on board by getting the steward 
and 1 the doctor to allow him to occupy my cabin, 
representing his master to be so “religious,’ that he 
w ould not have his meals from other than Pars! hands, and 
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slip out without a shake of the hapd,” adds the. honest 
old Irishman * Who knows 7 we may never meet 
again ’ It is fated, indeed, to be our last parting on 
this side of the grave A few months later, while still 
in^Lngland I hear of Mr Ryan's death at Pooha, under 
very sad circumstances. Dear old Patrick R>an ' How 
kind and wise* Wise for every one but himself Many 
a time have I consulted him in matters of extreme 
dehcacj Many a time have I recommended applicants 
to his unpaid service He loved to help the needy by 
purse and bj pen As a magistrate he was more 
humane, perhaps, than just, &hva>s sfdmg with the help-, 
less and the ignorant, as against the pow erful p.ohce or 
unscrupulous limbs of the law How often he turned 
away Prom the Police Inspector with a tactful comph 
ment to his ingenuity, and turning to the accused with 
pretended seventj, dismissed ium or her with the* 
remark “ Don t let me see you here again ' He was 
always for gn mg * a chance * to the accused, especially 
where the Police conducted the prosecution , and in 
not a few cases, I believe he prevailed upon friendly 
lawyers to defend the defenceless No winder that lie 
was one of the most popular men that ever sat on the 
bench Personallj he exhibited a rare power of 
friendship He volunteered .useful advice to me on 
complicated questions of law and procedure put me 
straight on the Home Rule and other political problems 
offered to grind for the Indian Spectator and last time 
I went to the hills he offered to read the proofs for me 
so that I could have a real holiday Poor fellow, what 
was there between thee and me to lead to this ex 
travagance of fnendlj regard 7 And I was denied the 
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solace .of watching # over thee m thy last moments' 
Bombay will long remember this warm hearted official 
Bohemian, with all Jus blundenngs and improvidence 
In his day he is said to have sowed his wild 6ats rather 
wildly, and a plentiful crop of them he had to reap 
But that was long before my time I knehr only 
Patrick Ryan, the popular magistrate. * v 
Two minutes after Mr Ryan's departure the 
Jwpcralo* weighs anchor, and for the first time now I 
feel sure that I have left for the Land of Freedom, the 
land of my youthful dreams which holds so much that 
is precious to me personally, and so much more that is 
of greater value to the land of my birth. 

The Imperator is quite a little palace afloat, both as 
regards size and steadiness From captain to cabin 
boy it has over eighty hands, at work day and night , 
find y et everything tn. every department goes on with 
the regularity of a clock The principle of'division of 
labour is so well maintained* that there is not the 
slightest friction observable amongst officers or merf 
hot only is there no grumbling as to overtv one;* or 
other kind of work than that contracted for , there is 
scarcely any ordering about found necessary Every 
hand seems to know hts own work , its why, when, and 
how Every hand goes through the work cheerfully, 
humming or whistling a tune, or smiling at the on- 
lookers who stand gaping in admiration at some 
perilous feat he may be performing on the top mast 
This espnt de corps is what strikes one most on board 
How much we Indians differ from Europeans in the 
matter of organization' We hardly understand the 
word I doubt if we have it in our vernaculars At 
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any rate, the sptrit seems to have been almost lost to 
us What a comprehensn e w ord, this organization * 
It includes, order, discipline, presence of mind — the bestv 
form of individual and collective responsibility Think, 
of a vessel like.the J\npcrator % officered and manned by 
natives '"of India* What sulks what shirkings, what 
disorder, each blaming the other for his on n fault * In 
no respect ire we so inferior to Europeans as m that of 
organized effort Yet the root idea of our system of 
caste is so akm to modem organization 1 Caste in 
India was once the most perfect type of organisation 
Others seem to have borroued from us both the idea 
and the institution How fallen we are from our 
original sch es • Too much credit could not be given 
to the P & O and other Companies Tor the employ- 
ment of Indian Lascars. They make capital sailors, 
and have more than once proved themselves nbrthv of 
their salt *in times of danger In fact, the Indian 
sailor ought to be fonnd equally efficient with the 
Luropcan sailor and much less expensive , as is known 
to be the case with the Indian soldier I do not know 
of more than two natives who have made capable ship- 
officers Most of our coast steamers are officered by 
natives who know little of navigation and would be 
found unfit for work on strange scast^ Why dont 
our educated niln take to this branch of the public 
service 3 Perhaps they arc not alone to blamp for the 
neglect 

And why dont they take more kindly to travelling 
abroad 3 Now that there is 1 chance of the National T 
Congress holding one of its sessions in London, and an 
International Congress of Orientalists is also coming 
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on, I should like very much to see a hundred of our 
best men sent over as delegates, a and the expense 
defrayed by -public subscriptions It* .would prove a 
valuable investment if the delegates undertook to use 
their e>qs and ears more than tlietr tongues The 
i ceaseless activity of the English, their piiblid Spirit, 
J their commercial enterprise their philanthropy — all 
these, if properly watched, would tell our representa- 
tives how a country becomes great, and remains so A 
study on the spot of the political development of 
England would interest them no less than its material 
progress I honestly believe that even such a brief 
training given to the more promising of our public 
workers, would be more profitable to India than the 
founding of another college, or the employing of a 
thousand additional hands as quill drivers under the 
‘Collector Bahadur Is the expense too much for 
patriotic Indians to bear > Not at all, 'unless our 
patriot wishes to serve lus country by sacrificing^^ — 
“ I am prepared for any sacrifice if some one else suffers 
for it 

As to the attitude, of caste regarding foreign travel, 
one cannot deny that it is moie or less hostile, and not 
without reason Caste loves’contentment — to let things 
alone Forgrgn travel brings discontent updcf the 
happiest of circumstances The priestly law givers of 
India were shrewd enough to see the risk, in their 
day perhaps the evil out-weighed the good We 
are now living under totally different conditions If 
the educated Hindu is sufficiently educated to con- 
ciliate the reasonable prejudices of lus elders, he 
has little ot nothing to lose from crossing the KA!a 
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after a fatter meal Their ladies make very hmdlj 
practical friends 

How formidable stands the language difficulty in the 
way of uncultured travellers like tnyfielf ' The very 
first day on board I have some troubfe w ith the steward 
who has put another passenger into my cabin Hut we 
get over it by a liberal show of fingers It is by no 
means unpleasant this tall ing by signs and number® 
But the. thing grows tiresome especially when leading 
to practical jokes For instance one is tempted to sit 
down and.si.vear, when on having asked for a drink of 
cold water at 10FM in the Red Sea he is presented 
with a jug of boiling water and clean towels for a shave 
or with roast beef when he has asked for bread toast 
When asked for ink Dooutuco appeals to Maximilian 
and Maximilian to Antonio and Antonio to Franz and 
•lie to somebody else, till they all run up to the steward 
conjugating ink — Junk hank hunk 

One evening I salute a lady whom J have been asked 
to look up and whose brother has spoken to her 
about my presence on board With my usual knack at 
blundering l£Q up to the wrong lady — that is to her 
maul who modestly explains Me comb mit him — l 
come with her Shade of Lindley Murray 1 — a quad 
ruple murder in a sentence of four words 1 Here is a 
clescr looking lady s maid who has been m Anglo India 
for some t« me and who defies her form of speech with 
such utter defiance Me comb mit him ! Talk of 
Babu English after this A Babu scboolbo) would 
blush at it But why blame the poor German maid ? 
There are thousands of English ladies and gentlemen 
who cannot speak German or any Indian dialect jany 
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better Is it not curious that the av intge Englishman 
who scorns to pick up foreign languages while travelling 
insists upon foreigners speaking to him in Lnghsh J 
You observe tho> cvei> where on the continent, as aUo 
in India, where fiotrl keepers, railway servant cab 
drivers, and others are obliged to accommodate the 
grump} islander so far In no other respect perhaps, 
does the imperial instinct of the Anglo-baxon seem to 
be more imperiouslv asserted • 

Talking of Babu Lpghsh I should like to know 
how man} Lnghshmen speak Bengali half so well as 
Bengalis speak English. How man> are the English 
scholars who handle the language more efTcctivelv than 
for instance Samblm Chundcr Mookerji or Rajenrdrahl 
Mitra knstddas Pal, or keshub Chundcr Sen * * 

The Babu schoolbo} burnishes an everlasting topic 
to Lnghsh joke makers His knack of mi\mg up 
svnonvms is notorious and is, an fact shared largcl} b> 
other natives of India. The most amusing instance 
m point is where a Bengali mitnculate is alleged to 
have paraphrased “ animal spirits into '‘brutal souk 
l’crlnps 11 was Rogcts Ties writs that betraved the 
j>oor bov , perhaps lie was thinking of so 11c rampant 
Anglo-Saxon when he thus stigmatized the animal 
sp njs of the Lnghsh schoolbo} to which he is a 
stranger But it is wrong to father all such vagaries of 
speech on the much abused Babu I arsis. Marat has 
and Mahomcilans arc equaJh eccentric, if not more so 
a* times. Who has not heard of the urconventi vna! 
cowkne} isms of the P-rsi the* gutturals and cerebrals of 
tl e Marathax the feeble h} bcrboles of the Mussulman > 
But these fau’ts arc venial when compared wi ’» the 



r vmbixs or a pilgrim retoi mer 


H 

havoc that the average Englishman plays with^ our 
vernaculars , ' 

For purposes of interpretation 1 am tempted to make 
friends with one of the voyagers a missionary returning 
home with his motherly wife and a troop of children 
He is very zealous for the good of souls On the first 
Sunday after starting he inveigles his stray flock into 
the saloon, and sings and prays and exhorts to such 
good purpose that the satd flock keep inside their* 
cabins the Sunday following I like him very much 
myself both as a pastor and a man of the world He 
is shrewd but kind hearted , seems to have been some 
what ill used in life and what wonder with the little 
colony that has sprung up around him while yet he 15 
very%ar from being a patriarch There he is at dawn 
of day working as dry nurse giving a turn to the little 
ones or running after a truant boots and towel in hand 
just as he got out of bed After breakfast you see him 
sallying forth as a scholar the wife following with a 
whole class baby bringing up the rear in the arms of 
the eldest girl in her capacity of pupil teacher Before 
lunch our scholar "has sometimes to assume the functions 
of a nurse which he does with more dignity than grace 
the wife smiling her thanks from her cozy corner as 
he runs about on odd little errands After lunch our 
pastor gets together his domestic flock and stumbling 
up the steep ladder improvises a chorus of sacred music 
bribing a delinquent now and then with a piece of orange 
or the promise of something better another time The 
concert goes on till 4 unless baby insists upon joining 
it in a falsetto In that case there is a hasty retreat bj 
the back steps and a sudden interruption Of the concert 
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Towards evening the family turns out again, this tune 
vtaferlt^d mg the way with her vv orh bo\, papa carry - 
ing th^ cnb on hts shoulder, with baby pumng com- 
placent!} inside „ Poor dear pastor 1 Old before thy 
time. ‘What a quantity of wife and children on Rs. 150 
a month, and that in a strange land 1 Well hast thou 
earned a hohdaj in thy German home 

The v oyage is disagreeably smooth, so much so that 
have to pray one evening for a squall, when tired of 
walking the decks, or of reading the three volume novels 
with which the library has been loaded, or of hearing 
the music played by amateurs on board, pferple\ing 
even to my friend the German pastor This 'morning 
the Captain asks if I am “ail right I thank him, and 
'reply that his ship makes me ‘ too much all right” 
He laugfis, and adds ‘wait, wait till we near the 
Mediterranean” As we go along I feel praying again, 
for a gale There is some response to the pray er in the 
Mediterranean, but it is too feeble to be appreciated 
"No one, not even the ladies, pays heed to it We now 
make np our minds to wait till crossing the English 
Channel. But there too the gale is child s play We 
walk up and -down the deck, from starting at Calais 
to landing at Dover We sec some of the ladies 
huddled together towels and smelling bottles in 
hand and bowls at their sides deserted at this critical 
moment by their lords, who are fortifying the inner 
man at the bar, against the coming gale or seeking 
comers in a very suspicious way But the gale, 
much dreaded by many and much prayed for by a 
few, does not come, and about 2 PM on the 17th of 
April, 1S90, we* step out on British Soil after a voyage 
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a$ uneventful as if \^e had left Bombay for Ceylon 
nest door , ’ 

I am not sufficiently drawn to Aden to get .out on 
the forward march, or indeed bn tb$ return voyage The 
port has been reached at inconvenient hours , but I 
have had a good view of it, and, what is more agreeable, 
a good look at the Arab boys and the Jewish pedlars 
The boys rush at us scarcely a minute after we have 
anchored, skilfully paddling their little canoes Heje 
they come with .shrill cries of “ aho aho — heb a die 
(have a dive) aho, lard (lord) heb a die — -Ieddy, l heb a 
die Lard, throw a rupee, half rupee.— alio— quater 
rupee — I die — aho aho They run about like squirrels 

w ith thp jackal cry of " aho aho ' Two anna pieces are 
thr6\\n to this boy and that , and down they plunge 
like flying fish, coming up again in the twinkling of an 
• eye, holding the tiny little com between the fingers 
aho ing agan\ from the beginning to the end of our 
halt Sprightly little imps of Satan , nothing frightens 
them, nothntg discourages They climb up to the ship 
at odd coiners all but naked, ami chattering. The 
sailors take them by the neck or foot and throw them 
back into the sea. The Arab boys mind it not, they are 
up in a minute with their "heb a-die" They sing and 
dance and sit on the water like dolphins 

They are lithe and generally well built , verv fond of 
dancing to the accompaniments of some weird music, 
and the beating together of the hollows of their hands * 
They are not so innocent as their dress, or rather the 
want of it, would makc^one believe Here weMtav crone 
of the clever little urchins offering Sundiy corns in 
exchange for a rupee “ Gib a rupee tlvattgd, sar, hc^c 
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four anna, two anna two anna eight anna coniplat 
one rupee sar gib whole rupee The co ns when 
examined turn out ill sorted foreign pieces aggregat 
ing about thirteen jinhas 1 Is this primitive savage of 
\den any better than the civilized sharper on the 
London Exchange } 

The Jews dressed half like Hindus half like Mako 
medans, walk silently about offering their curious goods 
to the passengers receiving all rebuffs patiently and 
pocketing the proceeds equally without emotion They 
flit about like ghosts assailing a purchaser fiftv time* 
before they give him up How tenacious they are 1 
Everywhere the same — hardworking long-suffering \r~ 
money making It is a wonderful people 

During my second trip I am induced to go ashore 
with Parst friends under the escort of Mr H Cowasji 
Dinshaw and his cousin It is better to risk the sun* 
than the coal dust that insinuates itself into every 
crev ice of y our f ce and neck and take* nearly a w eek 
to wash out Mr Covasji has a large establishment 
numbering perhaps a hundred hands all told He is 
good enough to place a couple of carnages at our dis 
posal with an intelligent guide who takes us over thd 
town pnghsh and native At every turn we see some 
trophy of the Englishman* practical genius — roads 
dnves tunnels tanks These last are admirable works 
of engineering \\ e see trees planted on the roadside 
* changing the aspect of the bleak barren country So 
far the English may be said to have redeemed a v erit 
able hell on earth Is ext to them Aden owes its modern 
improvement to Pares They have bu It an Agian a 
public hall and a Tover of Silence (never v sited by 

C 
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vultures) In thfe streets vve meet a variety of faces 
representing almost all known typds The faces don t 
interest me much, except for the greed or hunger 
depicted on them 

The Suez Canal is a splendid piece of work , but the 
passage through it is dreadfully slow, It becomes too 
monotonous as we drag our way painfully along The 
wild and wetrd-looking country beyond, on both sides 
interests me more than the immense work of engineer- 
ing before me 

Whilst the steamer is crawling, you more than once 
realize the force of the expression— * Dull as ditch 
water It is seldom, indeed, one finds that phrase so 
vividly illustrated as in the Suez Canal The arid 
de&rt on both sides, with its heated sand heaped up on 
the 'banks, heightens the desolation of the scene If 
• you recall to mind the plague of flies that hover about 
jour face like T gyptian tax gatherers you complete the 
picture of desolation ’ 

l’ort Said is an undesirable place to get out at— a 
mixture of European and Astatic vices The part of 
the town facing us looks tempting enough , the back 
part looks dirty and woebegone The people generally 
wear a sinister look— seem to be sulky and .tricksy 
Turkish underlings in office bully the Egyptians at ever} 
turn Here for the first time I see an Egyptian woman 
wa king in her hideous veil Her degradation appear* 
to be reflected in the character of the people around ‘ 
\s it is daj time I get out for a stroll, but return to the 
ship as soon as the coaling operations are over Another 
time 1 have to go out in the evening, to send off a wire 
The telegraph office is just opposite I go out m a boat 
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by mj self. The fellow charges tv. ice the fare stipulated 
I handTnm a sovereign, mistaking it for a franc. He 
Coolly walks a« ay with it In the telegraph office*! 
find out my mistake. The wire has been sent, and I 
have not enough silver to pay for it I ask the Euro- 
pean signaller to send his man with me on board, 
explaining my difficulty and offering to go after the 
boatman He very kindly undertakes to recover* the 
sovereign * He sends fqr the “ boss " and speaks to him 
something that makes the man jump up The boss 
goes after his boatman, who comes up to the scene, 
panting, and tells me he has been hunting after me ever 
stnee he discovered he had got a sovereign instead of a 
franc. The telegraph signaller knows better, and asks 
the fellow to take himself off He then tells me some- 
thing abput the place and the people He says he has 
known me by name, and used to have a look at the* 
Indian Spectator while on duty at Cairo, where he was 
anxious to get bacC from this God forsaken town 
On roy way to the steamer 1 find three European 
ladies, evidently pilgrims returning from a shrine, 
anxiously waiting for somebody to get them a pas- 
sage on board They arrived only this noon, and are 
determined not to pass a night at Port Said A bad 
place that, and no mistake On such a point I would 
take the word of one woman as against that of a 
hundred men 

During mj second trip I am again obliged to go 
ashore at Port Said, in order to escape the storm of coal 
dust and the babel of incoherent sounds In the main 
street we see coffee, cigars, tobacco, liquors, sweets, and 
cheap curiosities haw ked about or shown at the shops 
* C 3 
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After going the length of the street till it begins to 
emit very pronounced Asiatic smells we retrace our 
steps and enter a large caft. with a music hall attached 
to it The proprietor claps his hands as we enter — 
which is a signal for the orchestra to give us a lively 
welcome We order a bottle of ginger ale and sit 
watching the musicians and sipping the beverage bj 
•turn The drink is good , the music is not bad The 
orchestra is made up of half a dozen women, with one 
man and two bo>s They play together on a number 
of Instruments and at the end of each air one of the 
>oung women steps down the platform a tray in hand 
and goes the round of the customers present It is not 
much that the potir girl gets generally a few coppers 
A sad sight reminding one he is not quite out of Asia 
In a corner of the room there is a gambling hell 
where a man stands with a box with dice inside and a 
tabic before liinr on which Ije tpmpts his victims to 
place their silver The pla> does not seem to be quite 
genuine the boss seldom losing except to one or 
two deco>s as thc> appear to me The faces of the 
p!a>crs as thc> stake and watch and Iosc'ajid stake 
again are a pathetic stud) I do not look at the pta> 
half so much as at their faces 

About him we svtnd our wa> back to the steamer 
and arc wccoMcd b> a number of donkcj bo)sofTcnng 
to p\c us a cheap rule. The donl r)s arc named after 
prominent I t ropcan poht.cnnv Here is a bceft little 
™t which as if b) n lit rejoices in the name of Lord 
Tli ere goes -The Grind Old Man" tall 
gaum an 1 f ill m >uthed The rufTan w ! o owns it keeps 
iten‘l) fel on in » us with-. Tr> the Grand OH 
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Man sir , a fine animal ! ’ The donkey boys are impar 
tial, at any rate A sorry old specimen of the asinine 
tribe is named after the late Irish leader, and one 
sorrier still represents the brav gdntral It is a verj 
incongruous sight , the florid English with which the 
owners trot out their favourites makes it more ludicrous 
still X try to read m their faces if the fellows mean 
the naming of their donkeys as a compliment to the 
godfathers, or the reverse But it is a dark n/ght and 
the boys stand my scrutiny like true Arabs. Joke or 
no joke after all these savages are no worse than the 
racing and betting gentlemen of Europe who name their 
animals after the most exalted personages of either sex , 
and the ladies who acquiesce m^uct\ nomenclature If 
the English ladies and gentlemen aforesaid are n8t in 
good company the Arab'donkcy drivers are 

Brindisi offers a picturesque welcome to the e>o» 
wearied of gazing on arid deserts and an endless exp tnsc 
of water The harbour is one of the prettiest I have 
seen it gives one a -foretaste of Luropean life and 
climate This impression is confirmed by the near 
approach of Trieste which looks pretty much like 
Bomba} as the Impcrator ste/ims proudly into harbour 
Here one sees Tor the first time the contrast th it obtains 
between Europe and \sia a contract as visible between 
the peoples as between the climates One has only to 
Jook at the women in Trieste from those cirrjing their 
baskets of bread eggs fruits \ egetab cs in thur simple 
calico and bare feet, to those dressed up in the height 
ofc fashion leaning luxunousl} out of balconies or pro 
mcnaduig on w hat appear to be the roofs of pleasure 
houses as_iou dnu .oast the trarmva} lines. Lvcrj 
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all shouting for the sweetmeat, which they seem to like 
very much . 

On our way up “Crocodile” sometimes enters my 
carriage to look after me, and remains there till the 
next station is reached The guard on one of the 
Italian lines objects to this at one plaCe, and asks (or 
extra fare I explain to him, as well as "I can, how the 
matter stands But although the man seems to follow 
me, he puts his hands to his ears, shrugs his shoulder®, 
and demands extra fare There is nothing for it in 
such a case but to leave the guard to “ Crocodile ” They 
go on chattering like a patr of monkeys, neither of them 
the wiser or the richer at the end of the'journey , for 
whilst the guard speaks Italian, 'Crocodile ’ keeps firing 
at hHn in broken Persian Here the guard and another 
official catch hold of me They demand not only the 
extra fare on. “Crocodile’s ’ account, but 72 francs 
more for my ’having occupied the whole or ‘a first- 
class carriage I protest that I have not reserved 
the carnage, and that it is not my fault if there are 
no passengers to fill ,t We have high words, and in 
a fit of temper I call them robbers The two men 
take off their caps mockingly and ask for the extra 


payment We now get a German passenger to inter- 
pret When he fails to bring the men to their .senses I 
flatly refuse to pay “Crocodile' is boiling over WItll 
indignation He IS • prepared to go up to the Queen 
o Lnglarld for justice 1 am more modest, and .offer 
to put the case before any English speaking railuay 
official , or, that failing to wire to Lord Dufferin, the 
ambassador That offer of an appeal to Ctesar, or rather 
to Cajsars young man, takes effect The guard non 
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leaves tlie matter to the other man, and starts off 
That man offers a compromise If I pay the extra 
charge on “Crocodiles’ account, he will let us off 
There is some reason in this the other charge for 72 
francs -was preposterous But I ash him to give me an 
acknowledgment for the overcharge on * Crocodile*' 1 
fare He says he .never gives a receipt I again decline 
to pay, till the man undertakes to hav e the extra item 
formally entered into one of the boohs at the station 
I thus make sure that the five francs w on't go to him; 
and he walks away fair!) grinding his teeth This is 
our«first encounter with a raihvaj sharper in Europe 
I find travelling very expensive, more than three times 
nljit we have to pa) m India, verj inconvenient at 
times, and very anno)ang besides • 

St Gothard’s Tunnel is a stupendous work of en 
gineering — more so than I imagined The views, 
around arc magnificent , it takes me some time to 
realize that the white substance that litters the road- 
side is snow At first I take it to be cotton, and wonder 
wli> it is> spread all along the passages The whole 
roadway seems to be covered with a carpet of fas/iam 
(flakes of wool) 

We are helped to a very good hotel b> a porter at the 
Lucerne station, whom we both mistake for the station 
master 'Lucerne and the neighbourhood are delightful 
about this time, and after a da) « excursion I make up 
nn mind to return there for a few weeks. The raihva) 
porter introduces us to a very quiet little famil) on the 
other side ©f the river who live in a coz> little nest of 
a house, and speak F nghsh. They are w tiling to take 
mfc in, if ro> ‘companion can shift for himself Fot^ the 
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present I do not wish to remain We have another 
stroll he'd day through the town I buy a pair of 
shoes, as my boots are beginning to give way I like 
the new pair very much , they are so soft and light 
Ljter on I find that they are lady's shoes , the raihuy 
porter has them re heeled, and I am happy The 
porter is very useful, as he speaks English We could 
hardly get on without him, and he is very attentive 
Why ! Because we gave him the tin box with all the 
arfi that was* in it His family enjoyed it so much 
he explains gratefully, and he wishes to keep the tin 
box as a memento , 


At Basle I feel so done up, that it is found necessary 
to engage a berth in a sleeping car Unluckily there 
V ' " b '" h m the ca triage which I am asked to enter 
\\ hen the position is explained, a husband generously 
o crs to give up his seat, leaving his wife on the other 
seat, who is*too tired to go out into an ordinary 
mnagc To this I^could not, of course, listen, though 
Crocodile thinks that nineteen shillings of extra fare 
entitle .one to every form of selfishness After much 
shuffling of cards, however, ,t fs arranged that an 
American gentleman and d should have a small compart, 
men o ourselves I shake hands'with the gentleman 
io so promptly left his seat for me, and am rewarded 
by a smile from h,s lady, which makes me sleep the 
sleep of the happy Had I insisted on my right, I 
know I would have had a miser'able night of it 



CHAPTER II 

IN AND ABOUT LONDON 

First Impressions of a London Crowd — The Weather— The 
People — Tl e A r the> BreUhe— The Dress they Wear— The 
Houses they Live in — The Food they Eat — The DnnkUie) 
Dr nk unto Drunkenness— The Pipe they sSotokc, 

From Dover to London is an exceeding!) pleasant 
dme through a country as different as could be from 
our own Travelling first class one is comparatively 
safe from fatigufe but he loses little, so far even when, 
travelling second or third if he can stand a crow d SThe 
British crowd in a railvva) carnage or other public con 
\cyancc is as a rule orderly and well behaved the 
presence of women makes it more so. Thistremark 
hardly applies to a crowd of holiday makers abroad 
What strikes an Asiatic most on getting out at Victoria 
Station is the ndisc and bustle around him Every 
man and woman — one might saj every animal and 
even some of the inanimate objects — seem to be full of 
life The streets and thoroughfares of 1 ondon prestnt 
a sight in this respect uhch it 1 $ impossible for the 
stranger to realize save with his own eyes I happen 
t{* have read a good deal about this but what I actually 
see here exceeds my anticipation To Crocodile it j* 
all a new wOrld He stands apart gaping at the scene 
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m bewildered admiration The crowds of women in 
the streets, walking rapidly past pushing and elbowing 
every one who stands in the way all intent on business 
or pleasure are a sight n6t*hkely to be soon forgotten 
Tpr me it is a sight more striking than attractive 
After all a womans place is at home rather than m the 
street Of course the climate and the conditions of 
life generally impose this outing upon not a few 
Englishwomen who are apparently unwilling to rough 
it m q crowd But it i& none the less painful on that 
account to see a delicate gtrl struggling to return home 
in the midst of V traffic heavier than \vl see m India 
during our annual fairs This traffic is maintained 
every day by rail ray trains runmrfg under ground and 
abotc ground bj omnibuses trams cabs private car 
nages waggons trucks, hand barrows tricycles etcetera 
Ao say nothing of the immense pedestrian crowds In 
the •large and more fashionable business quarters such 
as Bond Street Piccadilly Oxford and kegent Streets 
into which the various agencies mentioned above pour 
\ast multitudes every five minutes and some of which 
arc broad enough besides the pavements to hold a row 
or five carnages abreast, I stand breathless of an even 
mg watching what goes on before *?ny eyes Carriages 
and pedestrians alike seem to have a hair breadth 
escape of it now and again But amid this surging 
occhn of humanity the pol cc constables keep such 
or er t c drivers, artf so skilful an! the pedestrians so 
alert that acc dents arc very rare indeed And jet the 
eje if it can observe well may detect a good deal oP 
suffering among the ga> or busj crowd Here is some 
fashionable cad nearly driving over a fragile old woman 
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She rushes trefnbling to the constables side There 
goes a knot of boj sweepers runningabout between car 
mges and even under them in order to keep tire ground 
clean You could not e\pAt greater agilit> from mice 
or squirrels. There is more safety of course on the 
pavements But you arc not quite safe here either 
from dangers other than trampling Few respectable 
women I find will aenture out into some of these 
streets towards evening without a guide so great is 
the rush therein of the unworthy ones of their sex of 
their victims and tyrants The bach parts of not a few 
streets seem to have been .given up to,a Godless popu 
lation foreign and English A large percentage of this 
I should think represents virtue first betrayed and then 
crowdcS out by vice 

To have an adequate idea of what a crowd in London 
means one might repa r to a railwaj station Waterloo* 
London Bridge Liverpool or Victoria espec ally dn a 
bank holiday The crush is indescribable To saj that 
it is tremendous is to give but a feeble description of it 
I wonder how people can stand the no sc and bustle If 
I were to be detained in suth a crowd for a few hours I 
am afraid I would either be stunned or distracted be> ond 
cure 

Of the principal cities of Europe that I have visited 
London has by far the largest traffic to sho v The 
heaviest goods traffic is to be seen perhaps about the 
London Bridge Station and the heaviest passenger 
traffic about the Mansion House Here >ou may see 
*men of almost all nationalities rushing to the banks or 
dm mg bargains in the streets Tliere you see goods 
and commodities frpm all parts of the world earned in 
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enormous vins drau n by horses broad m hipbone and 
hoof Even these large and sure footed servitors find 
it difficult to keep pace with the traffic On the wet 
asphaltc pavement here afid tlicrc you see the potor 
beasts slip down perhaps never to get up again Dead 
or alive they arc removed at once to make room for 
others waiting impatiently behind 

Tver) body m the streets seems to be out of breath 
It is difficult to say how much of this hurry scurry is a 
matter of necessity, and how much of choree or* habit 
The keen cold wind has doubtless somfitlung to do 
with this rapid , locomotion as also llie kccu pursuit 
of pleasure or business under the ctcitcmcnt of the 
moment It is amusing to see men and women rush 
ing franticly to the railway station or the omnibus 
stand in the nick or time hugging their packages under 
^hc arm and flourishing their umbrellas at the guard or 
the conductor Here comes a matron, puffing and 
panting just as the engine whistles departure She 
runs from gate to gate anxious to give chase if the 
gate keeper will let her in^ She is quite in a fluster 
and as red in the face as her national roaSt beef Now, 
why could she not have come in a minute earlier > But 
that is just what she cannot or will not do In such a 
mad rush for life people can hardly talk in words 
They have to use brief sometimes inarticulate sounds 
instead It is seldom that you hear a complete sen 
tence People in the streets have no time for dignity 
o language or of behaviour If you don t move they 
will push and elbow you out without so much as looking 
at you And when sometimes the offender apologizes 
by accident for extra rudeness it feds like insult added 
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to injury \ct amidst all this furious bustle young 
people may find time enough to flirt — Jenny dropping 
her handkerchief glove parasol, or package, to be. 
picked up by Harr) Jennj is a clever little general 
idle picks up the thing herself if she wants her raw 
recruit to come to the point Some evening perhaps 
\ou may meet the Miss Push of Waterloo Station at a 
drawing room show m her character of Miss Drawl 
listening to* jour small talk in silcnct broken bj 
Itisurtjljrdrawn out comments Is not Lngland a land 
of e'vtrcn+'s i 

I mu«t not forget to add that all this hurry scurry of 
the station subsides in a moment as soon as the gate 
opens to let pas-engers in after getting their tickets 
punched The crowd then tries to be soIciTmlv 
decorous , and as you pi k your way forward you feel 
as if attending your own funeral * 

Wlnt strikes you most about 1 nghshwomen is their 
1 >ok of health strength elasticity, all proclaiming a 
( cedoin of mind to begin with. IIow they walk and 
talk and carry themselves generally I How they ru«*i 

in iiifl tvir tv inff t^rtiwl In ^ mill flit" nr hi liiml Inrtm.l 
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along, 1 feel my fair neighbours .knocking against me 
every moment They do not seem to mind it at all < it 

• is a matter of course Why, then, should I ciy out 
against the inevitable 9 Evil to him who evil thi^N 
We are all too busy, here, reading the paper, chattjng 
about the weather, minding our packages and our toes 
Further, I find both my neighbours resting thur parasols 
between them and me on cither side -t^straw shows 
how the breeze blows The breeze thdt I^havc just 
discovered is very refreshing to my souf I have also 
•noted that respectable Englishwomen Vather avoid 
entering a carnage occupied by men It is mainly 
through such experience that I am learning to take i 
charitable view of ladies sitting on the knees of gentle 
men or gentlemen on the knees of ladies when three 
.of a family happen* to be in one hansom, or more than 

ten in a railway carnage These sights queer as they 
.-are^do not offend me now They would be an eyesore 
•anfongst our own p^qple I myself could hardly bear 
them at first , but that is no reason why I should judge 
dthers in such a matter, before I am well equipped to 
form a judgment 

Less accountable to me than the sight just men 
•tioned, is the sight of ladies riding out with their 
grooms .Why not with maids’ Surely this is not 
impossible for England Maidservants could be 
trained to ride and to manage horses as well as men 

* servan * s I should like to see more girls employed as 
riders drivers waiters and personal attendants for 
ladies Is it not curious that male .servants should 
be more valued in Europe, indoors or out, than 
Jemales ’ The latter do not outnumber the former so 
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much, after all, taking emigration 'and war itself ripto 
account I suspect It* is more fashionable to havJe the 
loriiof creation” in my lady’s service, with hi& lordly 
airs Ond gay uniform 

I have said above that the average Englishwoman 
strikes me most by her healthy looks and active habits 
But as usual, th^re is another side to this picture One 
often meets, with the anmmic and the consumptive, 
victims vf* overwork, starvation, or dissipation, in 
themselves or* their parent. How pathetic is the 
sight of one* of these girU, moving softly hhe a 
ghost, with a frame so fragile as to be driven b> 
the wind behind, with a transparent skin and glassy 
eyes, exhausted by the effort to creep on to the 
platform, and going directly to sleep in the carnage, 
with the delicate little mouth half open, as if to 
allow the breath of life to ebb out without a struggle •' 
It fills me with grief to watch this fair slight being* 
as if in the process of dibsolatipf? And yet I 'sit 
there, fascinated b> her presence,’ unmindful of time 
or distance 

I have alluded above to the modesty and candour of 
mv fellow passengers of the other sex Tint picture 
also needs shading You have sometimes the mis 
fortune of having women beside >ou, with a trick of 
leaning on j our arm or shoulder when they are quite 
capable of supporting themselves, of giggling, of 
laughing a dr> hollow laugh, or of trjing otherwise to 
draw jou out of > ourself The conductor, entering 
into > our feelings or reading them in jour face, may 
announce "Room up top sir,’ or, >ou maj j ourself 
get out before time But whj recall such experiences 
* » 
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amid so much that ls-beautiful and true ? Let it be for 
gotten, like an evil dream 

The weather in Lngland seems to be an odd mixture 
of all the weathers the world over F rom extreme cdld 
to extreme heat, with sjll the intermediate stages — snow, 
hail, frost, with the Last wind eating into your marrow 
the heavy murky, fog laden atmosphere, and an occa 
sional glare of the sun that bums into the sockets of 
your eyes You have to stay here a*twelvemonth to 
get a surfeit of each of these changes With all the 
natural and unnatural varieties of weather at home, it 
is strange the Knglish Should be so eager for change of 
weather abroad They appear to be blessed with more 
changes than one every week There is a goodly 
assortment of damp, wet sooty air for the sanguine 
pleasure seeker, goodly enough to set Diogenes 
* grinning in his tub Then the delicate invalid may 
have his choice of cold or cramp or of half toasting 
and half freezing, at the domestic hearth , whilst the 
butterfly of fashion may take a wide range between 
thunder and lightning with a dash of perpetual drizzle 
The worst or it all for a sojourner from the sunny East 
is that these changes take place without warning 
there 13 no notice given as to us in India, to take 
own or lang up the umbrella which is here a necessity 
o your nature as >ou sally forth to take an airing or 
to return a friendly call. In less than ten minutes you 
may And the roads covered with pools of slime pro 
duced by a shower If J0U stand, jou find your dress 
coat badly small poxed m a minute so great is the rush 
or carriages If you run you are not unlikely to come 
into closer contact with the slime aforesaid Life then 
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is little more than suspended animation I have often 
wondered at such times why an eminently logical 
people like the English who have reduced everything 
from weather to religion to in exact science and who 
have advanced sufficiently on the path of progress to 
be able to ash if life is worth living should not take the 
matter into their own hands and put an end to all its 
uncertainties oftener than they happen to do If I 
mere a Bishop, I dpnt think I would refuse funeral 
rites for experiments to which scientists of the advanced 
school might be driven on a winter day in December 
or a summer night in July 
These reflections mere suggested to me by an e\ 
penence of English weather during May iSpi a 
rule May is a good month June is perfect when 
London looks like a paradise July and August are 
perhaps as good as May These I suppose constitute* 
the London season What is trying for an Indian 
during the other months even during some of these 
best months, is ns remarked above the uncertainty of 
the weather The only season that is certain is 
winter, and that is certainly a winter to be remembered 
tq the end of ones days though for myself I would 
much rather have a spell of winter for which l am 
well prepared than the damp wet dribbling da>s of 
summer that abound all the jear round* Sometimes 
you Imc an interval of sunshine but then it is 
oppressivefy close more so during the night than the 
day I3ut it is not often that you arc fortunate enough 
to salute the bright orb of day m London He is too 
fond of playing at hide and seek and whenever he does 
come out it is with a shy pale look as if afraid or 
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aslnmcd of the rdl«. assigned to him in the economy of 
nature One dij I see the sun- about 12 \ M exact!} 
like our Indnn moon I am not sure that the moon 1** 
not visible in I ngland oftener than the sun The full 
moon in a clear sky is a sight worth} of the place, of 
honour in all the picture galleries of I ngland What 
I myself dislike most in the 1 nglish weather is the 
death laden Last or North wind Son of Ahnman 
May his face be blackened for cvey ! 

The North or Tast wind sometimes grows into what 
they call a storm To show what an ordinary London 
storm means I have onjy to detail my first experience 
of it Qne afternoon I have to return the visit of a 
friend at the Indip. Office As it is not nearly four 
o clock yet I jump into a^bus from Ludgate Hill apd 
# am earned off to \\ atcrloo I take the return bus 
then for Charing Cross but the conductor points out 
another passing us half way which he sa}s will take 
me right into Whitehall Place Whilst barely out to 
catch the other bus I am overtaken all of a sudden 
by a heavy gale Instead of making for the bus I 
have therefore to run across under a bridge where 
many others have already sought shelter as if by 
instinct In attempting to protect myself from the 
gale I badly hurt my umbrella My poor Gamp 1 She 
has her nose flattened and throws up one of her arms 
rinding the ram does not cease I hail a cab and ask to 
be set down at the Ind.a Office The man puts me 
down 'at the wrong end and I have to enter another 
public office next door Here in the open square 
Sairy and I have to breast a fierce gust of wind She 
throws up more of her arms and I near y lose m> 
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chimney pot and get a ducking in an attempt to 
regain my balance In this plight I go up to the 
porter and ask if he could smuggle me into the right 
room * You have to walk across to the Hmdia 
Horfice Sir,* he titters eyeing me from head to foot 
Once more into the square, and then out at the end of 
Delahay Street One more trial for my poor little 
Gamp She moans and gasps for breath and shuts 
herself up the wrong ivaj I am sprinkled all over 
with mud in my efforts to keep steady On arriving at 
tlfe porter's gate I trj to doctor my companion with 
tlie aid of the porter But the best surgical skill on the 
spot fails to set her fractured bones The more we try 
to poke them back, the more we te-}r her Jlesh It is 
a cruel operation, which we give up in despair I *am 
told it was a mistake to have earned an umbrella that 
afternoon more so, to have held to it when it wanted* 
to go In a storm people had better lose their umbrellas 
and bats rather than risk their limbs in saving these 
encumbrances . 

It makes one kiugh to hear the English talk of their 
"fine day, their ‘lovely, splendid magnificent 
glorious weather Why I never saw a whole daj in 
London that could honestl> be described as * fine 
let alone the hj perboles One maj speak of a * fine 
fi\c minutes , a fine half hour or hour Nothing beyond 
that, so far as I could see As a matter of fact ‘even 
five mmutts of fine weather in I ondon is worth 
recording in letters of gold * 

Among other tagancs of the English weather it 
miv be mentioned that >ou arc sometimes overtaken 
b> the shades of night at 5 r M not to catch a glimpse 
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of the approach of dawn till 8 am In some of the 
winter mpnths you have hardly any such thing as the 
day It is all night, from week’s end to week’s end 
In summer you are rushed into the light of day about 
2 or 3 AM, seeing the face of night seldom before 
9PM 

It is a settled point among scientists that with his 
naked eyes no man can gaze at <he noonday sun I 
am prepared to confound these learned theorists On 
the 1st of August, 1890, dbout 1 pm m the afternoon, 
I gazed at the London sun from the top of an omnibus 
standing near Hyde Park Comer I take my oath on 
it that to the best of my knowledge and belief I did 
gaze at the sun, did stare at him boldly, did, in fact, 
outstare him and make him retire behind the gathering 
clouds This ts a historical fact, and I record it there 
•fore, with all the pomp and circumstance befitting it 
I give date, place and houi*, which is more than 
most of our modern scientists do in announcing their 
discoveries of mares' nests 

The climate of a country reflects itself pretty clearly 
in the temper, habits and general surroundings of the 
people. This is a scientific truth, the force of which is 
brought home to my rude intelligence most vividly in 
Lngland The people seem to be as changeable and 
restless as the weather They are always on the mo\c 
Watch them where you like, at home or abroad, they 
seem to be full of the question — what rtext? ho 
amount of walking Tiding jsight Seeing satntes them — 
1 w ill have something more, something if possible 
in mother line This is perhaps best seen during the 
holidays. I know not if many parents will be deterred 
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from enjoying their holidays by illness at home 
amongst their children , I think the majority of children 
are not so deterred by the illness of their parents 
This may look unnatural, but is not so in reality It is 
mainly the climate, and the peculiar mode of life the 
people have to live in obedience to climatic influences, 
that make them so keen about every thing They are 
as keen about business as about pleasure. The near 
and tear Of life in England must be terrible But if it 
nere less hurried than it is, I believe life would be 
shorter still It is inevitable, under these circumstances, 
that life should be a mad scramble, and that keen 
enjoyment and keen suffering should exist side by side 
in most places. In every department of business people 
want to make most money in the least time, and retire 
afc once, to live as ladies and gentlemen. That a life 
so artificial blunts human instincts, and lowers the. 
standard of public morality , goes without saying, but 
it is equally certain that the mode of life is forced upon 
the people It is bound to be a life of extremes, w ith 
the happiness of the family and of the community 
often sacrificed at the altar of individual interest No 
where could the law of the survival of the fittest be 
more inexorable m its working than in this vortex of 
high pressure civ ilization People hte m a w hirln md of 
excitement, making and unmaking their idols almost 
every day They seem to be consuqjed by a mama 
for novelty, everything new serves to keep up the 
fever of excitement To-day they v ill set up a fetish 
anything absurd fantastic, grotesque, and Worship it 
with breathless enthusiasm It matters little what the 
fetish represents to the moral sense of the « orshippers 
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So long as it is something unusual they will bend the 
knee of fashion before it To morrow there must be i 
new sensation to take the place of the old pulled down 
with the same eagerness with which it was put up In 
a word the English stem to be as fickle as their 
weather Flit about poor butterflies of a brief season 
nnd drink your^fill of the poisoned nectar you so madly 
crave 1 I cannot blame you though I will not join in 
jour mad pursuit Well it is for you that the weather is 
so capricious nine months out of twelve otherwise j ou 
might kill yourselves with sustained animation And 
veil is it too you make the best or your brief spell of 
sunshine otherwise jou might die of ennui * 

The air is no worse in London I should think than 
anytvhere else though appearances are certainly against 
the capital But if the towns suffer from smoke ami 1 
-Las they make up bj improved sanitary arrangements 
Country air is decidedly purer but it is apt to be 
tainted by noxious vapours floating around London 
can hold its own however m the matter of sulphuretted 
hydrogen gas escaping from street refuse of all kinds 
and smelling verj much like rotten eggs But on the 
whole I am inclined to think that more people die in 
the metropolis from other causes than bad air The 
incessant damp and cold very injurious in themselves 
do not allow of most of the houses being well venti 
lital People general!) l,ve ruth the nndns -shut 
dny and night and breathe the same air again and 
again In Some ol the poorer quarters ulicrc several 
or them have, to occupy a room overnight that is 
hardly fit to hcep tuo in health and comfort .and 
decency the result can veil he imagined It is true 
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that the sanitary arrangements for J.ondon itself are 
far from being perfect I have seen dogs and cats and 
large birds lying dead on the pavements for two- and 
three dajs, and I have seen some of the bach slums 
reeking with filth I have known riversides smelling 
horribly for weeks, with no one in or out of Sfiice 
anxious to abate the nuisance All these, however, are 
preventible evils and they will be prevented when 
there is less jobbery and more vigilance on the part of 
some of the departments. At any rate, such public 
nuisances arc very rarely met with, chiefly in the poor 
districts. The air itself, on the whole both m the 
country and in towns is pure enough Considering the 
climate hnd the habits of the people, it is wrong to 
abuse Gods air for want, or neglect, of mans per- 
sonal hygiene 

The 1 nglisliman s dress is perhaps as much under 
the Influence of climate as his temper it is capricious 
but not ill suited to his wants, though one would 
think it might he made more becoming in some parti- 
culars The I nghshuomans dress is necessarily more 
complicated bti* on the whole it sits well oh her, and is 
better suited to .acme outdoor movements than is the 
Indian lady s, as a rule The tendency in this respect 
is markedly towards freedom Hut it \ ill be mam 
year*, 1 am afraid, before anything like real freedom is 
reached The present cumbrous arrangement reminds 
onc % of the days of female slavery when everything 
was done by their lords to keep women a&ithin sight 
1 nphshwomen arc advancing rapidly in every direction 
Ilut the) seem to l>c slow to improve in the matter of 
dress Can tins be from their own desire to be easily 
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caught when outstripping the limits of womanly inde 
pendence ? Woman’s instinct is said to be sounder 
than her reason For my part, I am not ashamed of 
sympathizing with the movement fora simpler, cheaper, 
more rational system of dress. It would save many 
a milliner s bill, many an hour wasted on the dally 
toilet, many a gap in domestic harmony, and many a 
bonny English lass from descending to the grave before 
her time 

It takes no close observation to see what important 
part is played by silk satin, and clean Jinen m the 
get up of a daughter of Eve. At times .you hardly 
recognize the same person differently dressed No 
wonder women give so much of their fime to the 
toifct So long as dressing is not overdone, at tlje 
expense of more serious duties, I do not see why they 
•should be grudged a pleasure that spreads gladness all 
round Dressing is an art it takes something of 
genius to dress well Simplicity is, of course the 
supreme test— just enough of art to aid the work of 
nature Most efforts to hide positive defects arc \ain 
to supply them artificiallj is ridiculous And after all 
»t needs a soul within to set off personal attraction A 
ressed up carcase can be shown by anj butcher in the 
street On the whole, I think the English lad> is more 
dc\er it dressing than her Indian sister, firstly be 
cause she is always impro\mg and sccondlj, because 
shehnows better how to make a little go a long way 
le weather in England imposes an amount of 
clothing and the manner in which it is to be us~d to 
which I could neser reconcile mjscff Oh 1 those 
lomble, abominable braces, and the ponderous mur* 
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derous overcoat 5 How I have revolted against tlieir 
use, in spite of the doctors vehement protests! A 
small, spare man, I have often been weighed down by 
coat and overcoat, and I do believe those so called 
elastic braces have made me shorter by at least half an 
Inch Surely it is not the dry cold of EnglantJ that 
makes one shrink lengthwise from five feet two to 
barely one and a half’ 

For me the most pleasing dress is that used by the 
lady nurse, of some dark material with snow white 
linen tucked under the chin and running round the 
neck One -feels as if he would like to be ill, just a 
little, to bask in the sunshine of this bright and healing 
presence Health and innocence follow thee, good 
suter 1 • 

The construction of London suggests serious thoughts 
to a stranger What with railways under ground,* 
running through the bowels of the earth , railways, 
trarmvajs, omnibuses, and smaller vehicles working 
above ground, the city appears to have been perforated 
from end to end Some of the latest improvements of 
science, when seen in a working condition, strike one 
dumb , the whole thing looks like a tram laid for the 
destruction of the town They could hardly have 
managed it better if they wanted London to be blown 
up into atoms As it is, any passing shock of earth- 
quake, or perhaps a flash of lightning or peal of thunder 
might send the more incoherent parts flj ing about in 
the air This is the impression left upon my mind 
I dare say the Londoner knows better Anyhow, it is 
hopeless to stem the tide of this modern civilization 
If it shortens life, does it not make it more enjoyable f 
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Better fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay 
Thjs artificial civilization of the West dominated b) 
King Coal and Emperor Iron and typified as Kahyuga 
by the 'vi°e men of the East has its price which is paid 
*every day in disease and death in accident and crime 
These go to propitiate the Moloch of high pressure* 
material progress and a daily record of them is to be 
found in newspapers reeking with realistic sensa 
ttonahsm 

The look presented bj the average street in London 
is a dull monotony of ugliness unrelieved by variet) 
of construction or colour At first sight one would 
think the people had no eye for the picturesque But 
would not the best assorted colours be out of place in a 
wilderness of fog and soot and mud > The exterior «f 
houses in London is bound to be unattractive 

Jerry building is another e)esorc to the lover of art 
and safetj But safetj is inconsistent with the hurried 
life of sale and barter that obtains here and for art 
you hav e the inside of houses picture galleries, museums 
parks, &.c The parks are the pride and glory of 
Iondon They arc extensive wondcrfullj well kept 
and easy of access for the neighbouring population Big 
and small the parks and greens of London count b> 
the hundred And what a blessing the} are to the 
millions ill fed and housed in miserable hovels I 

If the outside of houses is generally uninteresting it 
is quite the reverse with the inside in well to-do 
quarters. ] verj thing there bespeaks the latest ap- 
plnnce of art and science to make life more cnjojablc 
to-di> than it was jesterdaj That is the genius of 
the people The drawing room is generally well 
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adorned with cheap, but by no means inartistic, knick- 
knacks. Even the poor middle classes know how to live 
in some sort of what they call style Let the English- 
man alone to make a home for himself A race that 
could conquer such a climate, and carve the utmost 
comforts of life out of it, deserves dominion over all the 
elements of nature and freaks of fortune. **■ 

In no respect, perhaps, does the average Englishman 
show himself so slow of imagination and u anting in 
taste as with respect to his daily food He cats what 
his fathers .nte before him Bread and ham or cheese , 
an cgglay way of variety', with black tea ot coffee, 
these seem to form his breakfast twenty -five days out of 
the month Hi» lunch may be a mere apology , and 
for dinner he will have beef or pork, or fish with an*odd 
potato or a slice of cabbage all boiled separate He 
may have roast beef now and then, or a little fish He 
i» a heavy eater, and enjoys the meat or cheese that 
appears to a stranger to be hardly fit to look at He 
may have soup and German sausages, if he can afford 
them , pudding, custard, pie, and other side dishes on a 
holiday The better informed and better to do class 
seem to have borrowed Trench dishes, and imported 
French cooks Indian dishes, rice and curry, for in 
stance, with chutney s and condiments, are struggling 
into favour But as a rule the Englishman s dinner is 
plain and monotonous to a degree. The cook knows 
nothing of proportion in reasoning his food , knows 
little of v anety and has a rough, slovenly touch The 
cookery is often worse than the materials, which may 
be seen any day hung up at the shops, carcases of large 
animals and small, beef, veal, pork, mutton, ducks. 
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geese rabbits chickens all dressed and ready for use 
The sight is invariably unpleasant and the smell is at 
times overpowering if one happens to be near the shops 
It is an exhibition of barbarism not unlikely to develop 
the brute instincts in man I wish the people could be 
induced to go in more for vegetables and fruit for grain 
pulse and other cereals There would be less alcoholic 
drink necessary in that case and a marked improve 
ment both m their habits and appearance A beginning 
stems to have been made in this direction by vegetarian 
(hbtels and restaurants But what little I have seen of 
their culinary out turn is far from satisfactory Not 
until they learn how to draw the people by a \ariety of 
well seasoned dishes will they compete successfully* 
w it*h the roast beef of Old England Whj don t thej 
employ Indian cooks for a time ? Anglo Indian ladies 
‘ought to set the example to their sisters 

The English arc heavy caters as a rule I ha\c 
ne\cr had a regular dinner with friends while in Eng 
land being unaccustomed both to their hours and the r 
dishes. But 1 havchadtoputin an appearance at lunch 
or breakfast to catch a friend about to leave town On 
one such occasion I see a company of poets pluto 
sopher? and fanatics at table presided over bj a >oung 
la 1) the daughter of the house I sit there, wiping mj 
forehead (the} do the eating I the perspiring) as I see 
slices of beef disappearing with vegetables mustard 
etc. I am pressed to join but pretend to make a horn 
fed protest The host then asks mesl> !> what I tlnnk of 
the food and their mode of eating * l rcpl> msttnc 
tncl> It Is horrible" The replj sets the gentleman 
roaring, and m> hostess blushing But I could not 
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help -saying what I feel. How can a little stomach 
hold such an enormous lunch? E\en women and 
children take Jarge quantities. What vitality those 
people have, to be sure ! The waste of vitality m their 
climate, and under .their conditions of life, must be 
equal!) enormous , and it has, of course, to be replaced 
It is not only the quantity, but the manner of eating 
as well that puzzles and sometimes frightens me. Men 
and women eat freely at shops, in the street, tram, 'bus 
or railway carriage There is an absence of delicacy 
and deliberation about the matter, at w hich the grave 
Oriental 1717)’ well lift his eyebrows. BismilJah J Hqw 
these Firanglus do eat ! Oysters seem *to be the am- 
brosia of adult invalids, as sponge cakes are supposed 
to be that of children in trouble. Nor is jt a pleasant 
sight to see women devouring pork, bacon, beef, ham 
at restaurants, with the tisual accompaniments. Many of 
them send for these things every day for dinner 1 sup- 
pose it is easier and cheaper perhaps to do so But how 
much better for themsehes and their families if they 
knew how to cook a simple meal at home r The exist- 
ence of so many hotels, restaurants and tea shops seem 
to me to be destructive of the home life of the people 
It may destroy the very idea of home, if it does not also 
dry up the spring of family affection 

Water is about the last thing the average Britisher 
thinks of for a beverage Ale and beer and stout are 
the A B C of lus alphabet of bibacity He may wash 
a dinner down with tea coffee, or other non-m toxicants 
But have these as an aid to digestion and a fillip to the 
pints ? No Never He roust have a, something 
»trong, you know As a race, the British are hard 
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drinkers, partly because they are heavy eaters , md 
they can stand much The majority of ‘respectable 
householders ought to know where to draw the line , 
but I doubt if all of them can do this Mr and Mr£ 
John Roll take a drop because it is so cold , then 
because' they are so tired, or grieved, or disappointed 
The hahit grows on many till the victims are reduced 
to a state verging on lunacy It is idle to expect self 
Control even in the majority of what are called moderate 
drinkers, unless they have some tfital interest at stake 
dr are guided by high ideals of life Tor idlers, or those 
that are feeble in character, the first glass is generally 
the first step* to ruin A good deal also depends upon 
the nature of the drink consumed in a country The 
light sweet wines of the South, or a medicinal dose of 
something stronger, may not do harm to all constitu 
Ltions alike, thotigh it is extremely doubtful if they do 
*eal good in nine cases out of ten This is my opinion 
based on the experience of several years There may be 
temperaments and occupations that need an occasional 
stimulus in the shape of wine or brandy mingled with 
semi liquid food But even in these cases alcohol is I 
g*thmk best avoided 

From drink to drunkenness is an easy transition 
especially m a climate like that of Great Britain What 

beastliness there is in drunkenness ! It beggars de 
scnption and defies all justification • People can hardlj 
realize what a drunkard is, unless they have seen oneiti 
the streets of London or Glasgow — a sight saddening 
• enough to make angels weep What a desecration of 
the human form divine 1 The creature looks more like 
a seasoned cask of liquor, with the fumes escaping at 
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the topj And he is a hundred times more noxious 
than the cask of liquor The Continent appears to me 
to be almost free from this degree of drunkenness 
India js quite sober, compared to England in spite of 
her bhang ganja opn m , in spite of her toddy mown 
her Shirazf or Cashmtrl wines which are like- milk 
beside the fire writers of Lngland The drunkenness 
that debases brutalizes and maddens seems to be 
peculiar to the British soil Is it due to climate ? } 
hard!} think so Paris, for instance docs not differ 
much in climate from London and y et it presents a 
most fav ourable contrast Is it occupation food 
personal habits’ All these probably and other 
causes, including climate perhaps account for the 
phenomenal bibulousness of the Briton Beer, ale 
porter, stout brand} whisk} gin , these and other 
products of the distiller} of Satan sanctioned and in i, 
manner patronized by the state, spread their fumes 
over the land poisoning men women and children 
The evil prevails most I should think w mining and 
manufacturing districts where the victims are oftener 
to be pitied than blamed They have a hard life of it 
their ignorance rivalling the squalor of their surround 
ings A habitual drunkard amongst them or m the 
back slums of London or Glasgow is but little less 
than a brute What talk what dress what general 
demeanour amongst men and women 1 borne of the 
worst crimes in these places including violence and 
murder are due more to this one cause than several 
others put together as also the vice and suffering 
amongst a large number of those who disgrace the 
civilization of England day and night And who could 
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say how many of the accidents that happen on land 
and sea on railways in mines, and factories, or steamers 
might not be due to the brain muddled with beer, or 
the hand palsied by gin ? Mysterious are the ways of 
an avenging God as he sits chiding us in his thunder, 
or smiting us down with his lightning More terrible 
warnings could hardly be given to the sinners them 
selves or to those guilty of aiding and abetting or 
acquiescing in the degradation of their fellow creatures 
Thereate probably more liquor shops in London licensed 
by the state than shops of any other description And 
on Sundijs the Sabbath of the Christians the day set 
apart for holy rest and orderly living there are many 
more liquor shops seen open than bread shops and 
bibie shops put together To one squalid eating house 
open on Sunday there are perhaps a hundred liquor 
• shops, tempting the weak and the weary by their 
theatrical display of life and good cheer Which of the 
two will the poor man prefer ? And on week days you 
will see more barrels of ale and beer in the streets than 
almost any other necessary of life carted and conveyed 
from shop to shop The men employed in the trade 
present a bloated and sickly appearance and die off 
generally before forty • 

• It must be observed that drunkenness in England as 
such is confined more or less to the lower and the 
lower middle classes But these are the very classes 
who need to be kept out of the way of temptation 
and who have no means of rising once that they have 
fallen The middle class do not seem to be quite 
free from the vice. Hundreds of families hive been 
ruined hundreds of wives or husbands died broken 
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hearted, thousand* of children have been throw n upon 
the streets by one or other of the parents of the respect 
able middle class taking to this fatal habit A drunken 
man is bad enough, a drunken woman is infinitely 
worse If she is a mother, she rages like a moral 
pestilence round the homestead She -spreads the vice 
around and through her Her example is more catch 
ing than that of her husband, though she generally 
takes her first lessons from him or from her father 
Her children suck the \icc at her breast , they arcOften 
born with an hereditary taint And how mahy English 
women nurse their babies on beer ale or gin 1 — shime 
upon their motherhood 1 You see some of the result-* 
in the children growing up with disease, ill temper, 
habits of wanton mischief, breaking windows, teahng 
up plants their own clothes and so on Poor women ' 
I am told that many of them take to alcohol during* 
their first confinement If they only knew what that 
means they would turn away from it with loathing If 
they knew that it is more difficult for them to be re 
claimed than for men, more injurious and more dis 
graceful they might pause before imbibing the first cup 
of poison Hut there are so few to warn the young 
wife and so many , perhaps, to lead her on — generally 
well meaning friends. I ha\e seen respectably dressed 
matrons reeling in the streets of I ondon I hi\e 
known of a number of cases, beginning with just a 
glass and cndrrg with the jail or the lunatic asy lum 
It seems to me that the h» ou„ht to be more flexible 
allowing the victim a better chance of cure Drunken 
ness is a d scase and should be treated as such w;»h 
the go’den rule e\er in mcw — -prevention better than 
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cure God forbid this vice should e\er approach our 
women in India, or our men either There is no etis 
tom so deleterious as that of infant marriage ’ But if 
I were ashed to choose between drunkenness and that, 
I think I would keep to my own national custorti Tor 
one thing jnfant marriages hardly ever lead to those 
cruel forms of prostitution to which drunkenness in 
women sometimes leads This is the most disastrous 
result of drunkenness Abate the latter evil, and \ou 
will see the former abating itself sensibly Drunken- 
ness, to mjf mind, is the chief cause of it in London apd 
other towns Of course, want is a powerful factor 
But the victim to that case often wears the stamp of 
martyrdom in her face and demeanour She grieves 
yot* by her mute appeal under the stress of necessity , 
the other outrages you by her wanton aggressiveness 
•What an amount of vice and crime in both sexes could 
be averted if the curse of drunkenne=s w ere to be over 
come ? Drunkenness is verily the curse of England 
Will she, like Jerusalem, go on, heedless or the warn 
ing J 

Here the lunacy law seems to need revision, in order 
to prevent one man or woman ruining the whole family 
A habitual drunkard is a lunatic, unfit to take care of 
himself and others The difficulty is to make a law 
which unscrupulous parties cannot possibly abuse 

The upper middle and the higher classes, I am told 
have improved in this respect At any rate, ladies of real 
education and position are free from the evil In its 
worst form drunkenness exists amongst the lowest 
orders, who are also the slowest to appreciate their own 
interests or those of their families Happily', organized 
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efforts have done a vtst amount of good during recent 
} ears both in the way of prevention and reclamation 
The first of course is by fir Hie best method It is being 
tried by a noble band of workers working under the 
banners of Total Abstinence and Temperance — men 
women and ev en children very appropriately named 
the Band of Hope They go forth amongst all classes 
of the people preaching setting an example and imit 
mg volunteers to sign a pledge Breaching is good 
personal example is far better I am rejoiced 4o find 
that many in the highest ranks of society hav e under 
taken to aostam from all alcoholic drinks even though 
found beneficial to their health This is an example 
that will tell most Mild wine does not affect us all 
equally It muddles some while others feel cheered by 
a small quantttv Those who have enough self con 
trol are none the worse for that quantity But if nof 
for their own «akc for the sake of others I should 
like to see men and women in high places setting an 
example m self sacrifice Alcohol is not indispens 
able in any case. In most cases, especially of accident 
or sudden stoppage of the hearts action it is pre 
scribed for temporary convenience but the benefit 
is likely to be neutralized when the reaction sets in 
That liquor sustains the nerves for any length of time 
is as much of a fiction 9s it is a fact that it destroy •» 
them in the end That however is a question for 
doctors I speak from my own experience having Ind 
a taste in my time of almost all kinds of wines avail 
able to human ingenuity If others have had different 
experience may not the lasting wtlfarcof society pn* 
\ail upon the temporary convenience of individuals * 
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The sacrifice would be but nomiml if moderate 
drinkers, as they call themselves took more largely of 
real genuine, fresh wine drawn at first hand from the 
grape the orange, the apple, the peach— delicious wine 
producers of nature There arc also the fruit beverages 
and other non alcoholic drinks that could be multiplied 
to any extent at hardly one twentieth of the cost of 
foreign imports A change in diet and in personal 
habits tfith a copious supply of water, would contribute 
largely to the success of experiments in this line for the 
benefit of people at large It is not enough that these 
should be told about alcohol being poison It is small 
comfort to the would be suicide to tell him that he must 
dic^ The more effective though perhaps the more diffi 
cult method is to supply him with harmless and equally 
agreeable substitutes to make life happ> for him if you 
wish him to live on Women will make the best 
missionaries in this vineyard of God the best recruiting 
sergeants for tho Temperance Army With women as 
the life and soul of the splendid organizations that exist 
for the purpose let us hope that the more revolting 
forms of drunkenness will gradually disappear from 
the land Let us hope too, that the Legislature will 
aid the masses in drawing nearer this consummation 
to be devoutly wished for 

As I have remarked above India has very little to 
show either of the drunkenness or the Drink Bill of 
England The worst of our indigenous liquors are 
better than the best of the poisons imported from 
Europe and thrust down the throats of our working 
classes As to our drugs bhang and opium their effect 
is not half so demoralizing as that of European drinks 
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Of bhang I speak from the experience of my school 
daj s , of opium from careful inquiries. The former, 
tihen with its proper accompaniments, exhilarates with 
out lifting you off jour legs When taken more than is 
good for jou, it makes jou see double through a pair of 
rainy or thundery ejes I beg to protest against being 
mistaken for a victim of either of these effects e\en in 
my wild oat sowing season The reader 11 ill be pleased 
to distinguish between experience and observation As 
regards opium, the case will be best met by a running 
comparison Opium stupefies, alcohol excites , opium 
dulls the nerves slowly, alcohol quickly destroys them , 
opium makes a coward alcohol a murderer Even m 
small doses, taken over a long period, opium makes a 
brute, alcohol a beast Reader, take thy choice, and then 
hide thy face from the light of day 

Smoking is one of those small \ ices which seem tobfi 
easily condoned by the social conscience of England 
To preach a crusade against it is like attempting to 
crush a pea under a fifty pound hammer It is too 
venial an offence to be fought to the knife to be de 
stroj ed root and branch And y et, judged by its inftu 
ence on the health and manners of the masses tobacco 
smoking is scarcely a habit to be encouraged To me 
it is \ ery disagreeable See how the poor slave manages 
it 1 He takes the thing out of his pouch bites and half 
chews it, fills lus pipe with it, or rolls it up in a piece of 
paper He now fumbles for his box of matches, which 
he carries about perhaps more carefully than his watch 
and chain The victim then scratches tv o or three of 
the matches, with an air of vacuous satisfaction , lights 
Inspire, and goes at it puff puff puff He will light it 
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anywhere, anyhow — sn the street, ’bus, or railway car- 
riage , under shelter of a book, newspaper, the side of 
Ins coat, against hts trouser leg, even under his hat, 
sd as to keep off the draught. lie seems to smoke much 
of^ener than he eats or drinks I think he smokes 
oftener than he speaks Hts tobacco is more pungent 
than* pleasant , and the fumes he emits by perpetual 
puffing will give his neighbours a headache, if nothing 
worse On himself the effect is bound to be more 
unwholesome Look at his hands, face, teeth, lips 
Don t they proclaim violation of the laws of hygiene J 
Inordinate smoking doubtless tells upon health of mind 
and body alike The victim may get shorter in stature 
as he does in temper, especially if he has begun too 
early How many little fellows do we see in the streets 
^of London, picking up the stumps of cigars and puffing 
away at them as if for dear life ? This form of smoking 
is worse than our Indian hubble bubble — much worse 
than the poor man s btdi in India 

Among the upper middle and the higher classes, smok 
ing does not seem to mean so much injury to the victim 
or so much nuisance to others There is little harm, I 
take it in two or three cigars a day taken under 
medical advice. On the contrary, they may, in some 
cases, aid digestion, soothe the ner\es, and sweeten 
taste as well as temper But the habit is likely to be 
over indulged, at the cost of health and good feeling 
How is this little vice to be controlled ’ The pres- 
ence of women would' be some check if they j,et down 
smoking as bad form Do not English women deal 
with the question too diplomatically ? There are some 
who rather encourage the habit I have seen young 
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adies holding the umbrella or the hat under which their 
i financed might light the cigar Will the fair hypo 
rites do this after marriage/ I have also seen pretty 
ttle cigarettes between pretty little lips and have been 
ished to share the privilege. The sight rs very con 
tagious Is it after all so very unbecoming in these 
advocates of equal rights > 

If I had a voice in the matter I would advise the sev 
to refuse all osculatory rights and privileges to wor 
shippers at the shrine of the fragrant weed Perhaps a 
more shining and a more burning example might be 
afforded by some American judge granting damages to 
an aggrieved wife 


CHAPTER III 

IirE AS SEEN AT HOME 

English “Home” Life— At School ind College— Why Indian 
Youths fail amidst such Associations — The Home Life of 
England and India contrasted— Marriage— Over Population— 
I’oljgamy— Mothers— Funerals— Child Insurance. 

The home life of England is practically a sealed 
book to us. I do not know why this should be so, if we 
^wished it otherwise At any rate, it may not be too 
much to attempt a rough estimate of it from a few 
glimpses obtained, both in India and in England * The 
life m a decent English home is a life of equality among 
all the members This means openness and mutual 
confidence Wife and husband are one at home how 
ever different their creed, political or religious The> 
love, trust, serve each other as true partners, each con 
tnbuting his or her share to the common stock of 
happiness The children stand m the same position 
with the parents as the latter stand to each other 
There are no secrets, and therefore no suspicion on the 
one hand or reserve on the other Mother and daughter 
live more like sisters, father and son more like two 
brothers The parent is as slow to assert his or her 
authority as the child is to abuse his or her freedom 
The education of the heart begins very early, almost 



LITE AS SEEN AT HOME "59 

"hile the child is m arms Then begins the physical 
education, followed after an interval by education of 
the mind And how natural is the system of education ' 
how pleasant the mode of imparting it 1 It never 
wearies or cramps the recipient 

All this is different from India. The mother must 
assume her true position before a country can expect 
to enjoy happiness or honour abroad 

The life at a public school or college is more or less 
of a continuation of the life begun at home. Progress 
is spontaneous, not forced The body is as carefully 
trained as are the heart and mind Habits of cleanli- 
ness, truthfulness , of observation of decision and self 
denial, grow apace side by side with the growth of the 
child in mind and body The day is divided between 
the class room, the dining-room, and the open grounds 
adjoining The system is intended to make education* 
a living force, to make of its recipient a whole man 
Love of home and of country very likely predominates, 
but the mind is so trained that it will accept duty before 
pleasure any day, and make a home in any part of the 
world where duty lies The same sense of equality, 
that obtains between parents and children at home, 
prevails between masters and pupils at school or college 
The result in either case is a sense of independence 
rooted m a sense of discipline, all the sturdier because 
unenforced 

I have often w ondered why so many of our Indian 
youths return from England, soured and disgusted after 
a few years spent there at college The reason is not 
far to'seek, if one is in a position to find it The Indian 
student cannot mix with his English companions on 
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equal terms. He is ill-prepared for it by lus early 
training at home. For one thing, he is so backward in 
the sports and games that enter so largely into the 
formation of character and friendship at an English 
college. He may be patronized for a few weeks by 
some good-natured fellows, but he works like a drag 
upon them, so little can he enter into their habits and 
feelings. When dropped after a fair trial, the stranger 
keeps his own company, or, in seven cases out of ten, is 
taken in hand by the worst set at college or in the 
neighbourhood He learns to smoke, drink, gamble, to 
bet, and to squander his substance in worse ways T|ie 
life "in apartments,” that he has often to accept, does 
not offer any relief from this round of vulgar dissipation. 
He may contract debts and disease, and return home 
4 w, th of' without Ins degree He carries away wrong 
impressions of English life, thanks mainly to lus earlier 
home influences over which he could not soar. I am 
afraid this will continue in not a few' cases so long as 
the difference in the home life of the two nations 
continues That is a large problem The question for 
the present is, how to offer the comforts and convenience 
of home to an Indian student in England ;how to enable 
him to make the best of lus brief sojourn in the land of 
his rulers Even this question I prefer to leave to wiser 
heads, to more practical friends of our students But 
there is one aspect of the question, rather a side issue, 
on which I snould like to offer a few remarks in passing. 

I refer to the relations that should subsist between 
Englishmen and Indians,* whether in England or in 
India Wc are all agreed that these relations should be 
friendly. Englishmen vie with Indians in insisting 
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upon this condition I have very little doubt myselt 
that the majority of Englishmen, official or unofficial, 
sympathize with native aspirations, but I am equally 
ctrtnin that some of these well-meaning- friends overdo 
their part of friendliness (real friendship, such as we 
Asiatics feci, it would be too much to look for), and it 
seems to me that the patronizing Englishman docs us 
as much harm as lie who always disparages and dccncs 
our merits Strange as it may sound, I hold that it is 
as bad for us to be given more consideration than our 
due, as it is to be given less consideration. \Yc should 
be treated exactly as equal:., if we deserve to be You 
must not give us less than our due, and pray don’t 
give us more either — m the shape of word-, or otherwise 
We must rough it out with you at school, college, 4ml 
in public life I qual justice — and no more. I have 
preached this doctrine in and out of season for nigh* 
upon fifteen yean, incurring the displeasure of some of 
my own countrymen, and perhaps ridicule from English 
well-wishers. The Englishman cannot understand why 
I resent patronage from a superior race The Indian 
suspects 1 am angling for popularity with the governing 
race at the expense of my "poor down trotldcn 
coun'ry" Well, I don't imnd what the I nglivhman 
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alike , to be entered by one common portal, that of 
competition We do not want England to send us her 
superfluous wealth, she has much need of that at home 
But we do want her to manage our resources in India 
as carefully as she manages her own And the best 
way to do this, we think, is to associate with yourselves, 
in the conduct of public affairs those of us who are 
competent for it, not by means of patronage — that is, on 
official sufferance — but by election mainly at the hands 
of qualified voters In short, within the measure of our 
capacity and the circumstances of the countiy, there 
should be an approximation in the methods of govern- 
ment between India and England, with equality as the 
basis both of public administration and personal inter 
course. • 

This, and much more, might be impressed upon the 
average English politician, if only he could be got at • 
But the difficulty is to interest him in the affairs of 
far off India His ignorance does not appear to be_ 
Wilful India is so large a problem that the majority 
of Englishmen give it up m despair Those who are 
drawn to it by personal ties, or by a more generous 
attachment, arc distracted by the proverbial multitude 
of counsel I believe there ought to be a central 
informing agency in London, untainted by part) bias 
and by pecuniary interest Anglo-Indians could be of 
great service in this connection Some of these'doubt 
less are, 1 wish there were more India has little to 
do with part) politics Conservatives, I tbcrals and 
Radicals are practically the same to her Most of 
them arc actuated b> honest, if not stnctly honourable 
intentions towards us. But it would be idle to expect 



LIFE AS SEEN AT HOME 65 

in India The picture appears to me to have been 
ludicrously overdrawn But the colours are not all 
equally false The present generation of Natives are 
duly grateful for the blessings of peace and education 
the} have received To them it has been a matter of 
personal experience Will it be the same to the coming 
generations ? They may look upon the blessings 
rather as a matter of course while they cannot but 
resent poverty and lack of employment all the more 
keenly because of the education they have recened 
How long are our responsible rulers to grope m the 
dark with the light of knowledge and experience fully 
available 7 If England will learn to go\ ern Indn more 
and more in accordance with natural conditions she 
will not only be ampl> repaid for the task in itself but 
will find a market for her goods of almost every 
description ten times larger than she is likely to find* 
elsewhere. The experiment is as glorious as it is 
profitable tobqth I do not expect a political millennium 
to be reached to morrow an> more than I expect *a 
disruption to overtake us at once But having dis 
co\crcd a mistake we cannot set about correcting it too 
soon 

As to ruling India by the swotd m> dear Colonel 
Swashbuckler jou ought to know better How m-tnj 
swords do jou keep in Indn * Sixt} # thousand >— 
eight} thousand * — a hundred thousand 5 And what 
ft the population of India * — two hundred millions 
Now I defy >ou to cut off two thousand heads wath 
one sword c\en in imagination You will use the 
armies of the Natiac States* How much wall that 
swell the number of your swords * And }ou are 

r 
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shrewd enough to know that blood is thicker than 
water Take my advice dear Colonel , put your 
sword into a barrel of vinegar It will improve vinegar 
and steel alike, and give you time to read up your school 
books of hjstory again How long can one nation rule 
another merely by the arm of flesh ? Long ma> 
England continue to rule us, not by the sword, but by 
the rod 

The home life of England is decidedly happier than 
one may be inclined to think, taking a surface view of 
the lower strata only At any rate, they have a much 
wider extent of actual happinessthan we have m India 
On the other hand, actual misery, though limited in 
area, is certainly more keenly felt here Marriage is 
not the be all and end aU of existence , nor are 
children male or female the only means of salvation 
‘and the only object of earthly felicity This ideal has 
its drawbacks, especially where the units of society 
become too much absorbed in self, but its advantages 
are obvious and manifold There is -more leisure m 
England for public work at home, or patriotic enter- 
prise abroad , more freedom, more self respect for 
individuals Men and women may live free of the 
domestic fetters, and arc none the worse for such life, if 
regulated on high principle 

Married life begins much later than with us and 
amongst the better classes seldom without adequate 
proMSion for the future The parties Iia\C a larger 
capacity for appreciating the duties as well is the 
privileges of married life English children show a 
quicker growth of body and mind than children i° 
India. Boys and guts arc trained from infancy to a 
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sense of self reliance They are generally fit to be so 
trained In a word, the English enjoy a larger, freer, 
healthier life than we do We have glanced incident 
ally at a few sharp contrasts between married life in 
England and that in India One more contrast mav 
close this section appropriately In India, the little 
husband brings his wife less than himself, to the 
paternal roof, and there, under its umbrageous shade 
they grow into man and woman father and mother 
It is a parasitic growth more or less and perpetuates 
what we call the joint family system In England 
husband and wife ‘set up a house for themselves 
immediately after marriage 

The wife will not live with her husbands friends 
though the husband may in certain cases live witll his 
wifes parents The mother m law of England is de 
spised by her daughter in law In India the mother* 
in law is dreaded as no earthly power is ever dreaded 
The results of the two customs pushed to extremes m 
both cases, are self evident In England the separation 
caused by marriage is likely to blunt filial as well as 
parental instinct, whatever the Englishman may sly to 
the contrary In India, the living in and in weakens 
all independent growth As in other concerns of life 
so in this, tile reformer will hive to suggest a golden 
mem between the two extremes 

Marriage seems to be growing* unpopular in England 
ihore perhaps in the higher and middle rinks than in 
the lower, and more so of course in towns than in the 
country There arc reasons for this growing un 
popularity The expenses of married life of keeping 
a house, are heavy Another reason is said to be the 

F 2 
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hardly be conceived by an outsider It fills the streets 
of London with all that is repulsive in life, and much 
that is subversive of the welfare of society That a 
certain number of men and women should be free’ to 
dev ote themselves to unselfish usefulness, is a state of 
things to be desired in ever} community But here we 
ared£abbg with another class altogether, what may be 
called marry ing men and women who wont many 
Young people dislike the cares of home life, forgetting 
that the house is intended as their little state They 
are fond of gadding about, and look down on family 
life They dread having children when married This 
anxiety not to add to the sum total of human lire in 
London is due much less to prudential considerations 
than to other Ignoble reasons. It is often for fheir 
ow n selfish purposes that this class of people desire not 
to have children , and _a&jduldren wi ll sometimes j nstst 
u pon comin g, they think it safest not to marry The 
results of such a course of life on the character of the 
people may be easily imagined One can understand 
the dread of over population on the part of a civilized 
people, leading to poverty, disease, crime, pestilence and 
war One may sympathize even with prejudice, so far 
But what is one to say to mere self indulgence serv ing 
as a bar to matrimony ? Are they not fools who want 
all the roses of mamed life without its thorns > 

This keen enjoynnent of life in England, which a 
stranger may w ell be excused for envying seems to be 
due mainly to its artificial character Not to put too 
fine a point on it the scramble after happiness indicates 
a low ideal, rather than a high one Men run after 
money, — they are jn dead earnest about it. When they 
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closing Saturdays and Thursdays We may have the 
company of njen of our own class Some of us are 
lucky enough to have gentlemen There are the 
restaurants, chambers, apartments. There are men and 
men Some ply us with drink and leave us all of a 
sudden — the mean tilings Others are liberal There 
are some who are really kind to whom w e sometimes 
lose our hearts But we cannot afiord that No we 
can t live cheaper It w ould kill oneto depend upon un 
willing people We don t like this for itself , but where 
is the WTong ? Everybody does it — it is give and take. 
It is better than beggaiy and the workhouse, much 
easier One must have money whilst one is young 
With £30 or £40 m the bank there will be time 
enough to think of marriage Of course I have my 
Own joung man who knows nothing He is trying to 
provide I should like a home and a family No' 
never after marriage so help me Heaven ' How many 
of us do it ? Well all I can say is it is few of our 
cfass who dont Many of us begin it early, so as to 
end it before it is too late 

There thouart London with thy churches and chapels 
and thy weekly chanties trumpeted from the housetops. 
Whit dost thou think of this practical little woman * 

Every such girl saved from the pavement is 1 gain to 
society I im glid to sec strenuous efforts rrnde m this 
behalf by w orqcn thcmsclv cs. That is the most effective 
agency But side by side with such efforts I should 
like to sec movements got up to induce employers of 
labour, especially skilled labour to observe the same 
scale of wages between men and women where the 
(juihtv of the work done is the same It is the 
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spread tlian m our country In England wives know 
hon topfotest — if need be, to revolt In India wives are 
taught to be patient and enduring, na} , even to aid and 
abet the offending husband in his lav. less ness. That is 
the supreme merit of the wife, according to a spurious 
Shastra, But vhj pursue the comparison further > 

It is being urged all around us that marriage means 
over population Stop marriage sa> some , others say 
let marriage be, but stop its inevitable consequence in 
offspring Science is asked to provide the human race 
with all the sweets of marriage without its health giving 
bitters Science can do much but she w ill do it only 
tn a fitful arbitraiy manner She is not to be relied 
upon when pitted against Nature. Now, it seems 
reasonable to say that no man or woman has a nght*to 
bring children, into -the world without adequate pro- 
vision for them. It is equal!} certain again that over • 
population is becoming perhaps the most serious 
problem of the da> But it is bj no means half so 
clear how the problem can be solved either by science 
or religion, or any other agencj, without going to the 
root of it "Want of equalit} between the sexes seems 
to me to account largel} for the evils of over population 
Let men and vv omen be recognized as exact equals in 
the partnership of marriage, each loving and honouring 
the other, each consulting the interest, the capacity and 
the inclination of the other for a dut} that is the most 
sacred in this sacred relationship of life This is absti 
nence of the right kind preached by the voice of 
Nature more eloquent!} tlian we are accustomed to 
hear it preached from pulpit and platform And being 
natural it is simple, safe, and health} 
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A good deal has been said of late in. praise of poly- 
gamy Mothers who l now not “ what to dcf with our 
girls, may be excused for thinking with a sigh of this 
“good old custom”, and the girls themselves, seeing 
what a struggle that they have before them, may be 
sorely tempted at times to vote for the paradise of 
Utah The latest plea for plurality of wives comes 
from that much abused colony It seems to have been 
urged, in all good faith, by one of the products of 
polygamy, no less than a daughter of Brigham Young 
The lady writes with generous warmth to say that 
all her fathers wives, and all his children by these 
different wives, sons and daughters alike, have been 
healthier and happier than it is possible to expect from 
thfc average monogamous alliance 

Now, this appears to me to be a hasty assumption 
* It is possible that the many wives of one husband may 
be freer from some of the ills to which the monoga- 
mous wife is exposed But is she wise in buying this 
small freedom at the cost of that larger freedom she 
has secured after ages of hard continuous struggle, 
namely, the freeaom from moral inferiority to man ? I 
think she will prefer to be man's equal on any terms 
sharing his joys and sorrows rather than revert to the 
yoke of comfortable slavery Then, as to the offspring 
of a polj gamous marriage being healthier in mind and 
bodj , it remains to be seen what test we arc to employ 
for an impartial comparison. Are we to judge of them 
as animals as being sound in wind and limb, apart 
from mo-al and intellectual worth? The history of 
poljgamous nations docs not seem to encourage a belief 
in superiority either of intellect or physique At any 
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rate if poljgamy pays in an isolated tract and 
under exceptionally primitive conditions it does not 
follow that it will fit in with a complex and highly 
artificial civilization in the old world Polygamy is 
losmg its charms even for Islam as the latter comes to 
the front in the battle of life It is too late for a 
Christian people to thml of it 

It can hardly be -denied that many a monogamous 
husband practises polygamy in all but dame. This is 
certainly more objectionable in a moral sense From 
the social standpoint it is the open form that is inde- 
fensible — the doctrine of plurality of wives encouraged 
by society and sanctioned by law 

Those who hold up the sex relations obtaining 
amongst animals seem to overlook the gulf that divides 
the latter fiom man both as regards plurality and 
indiscriminate association Think of man reverting to 
this primitive state without any of the inflexible safe 
guards of instinct under which alone can animals 
indulge themselves ! 

Equality ought to be at the root of marriage 
whether it is regarded as a sacrament or a contract 
Pol> gamy cuts at the vcr> root of this noble concep- 
tion 

Pad wives maj make worse mothers In England 
wherever home duties arc not looked down upon the 
wives make excellent mothers Thc> ma> appear to 
be less careful than our mothers but are not so rcallj 
Being grown up women with useful knowledge at the 
back the) 1 now how to deal with children— to help the 
natural growth to teach them self reliance , in a word to 
educate all their faculties conformably to nature and 
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their environments They do not hill their children 
with kindness as mothers sometimes do in India. 

On the other hand how ever, the life of the English 
mother appears in one important respect to be tinged 
with unpardonable selfishness Too frequently her 
children are not nursed by her Amongst the poor, chtl 
dren are reared more upon beer and ale than on nature s 
sweetest provision Mothers m well to do families 
do not go fo this extent * They employ nurses, 
or feed the little ones artificially They seem to be 
ashamed of nursing their children that is ashamed of 
being mothers They arc afraid of injuring their health 
or good looks, of making themselves unfit for balls and 
picnics or other social amusements These arc mothers 
w\io belie their motherly instincts What do thej 
become mothers for, if not to give the superfluity of their 
resources to the bone of their bone, the flesh of their 
flesh? In thus neglecting to utilize natures bounty, 
they frequently bring ill health upon themselves and 
the children Except under medical advice, a mother 
serves herself as well as her offspring byobejwg the 
law of nature What she foolishly lool s upon as her 
shame is in realilj her glorj 

It is no unusual sight in the streets of London to s«.c 
mothers or nurses ‘ give an airing to infants in peram 
bulators It is ‘airing with a vengeance, for the 
child sits exposed to the chill biting wand, whilst the 
mother or nurse stands chatting at a comer making 
purchases or gaping at the shop windows. You ma> 
sometimes sec babj toppling out of the perambulator, 
whilst the mother or nurse is engaged at a distance , or 
you maj sec a sister of five or six in charge of babj 
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both in imminent danger of being run over in the 
street or both rolling together on the pav ement See 
how the poor thing has its neck nearly broken by the 
jerks it gets in its little carriage as if sits, a picture of 
despair, with arms and legs quite bare catching its 
death both ways I touch the hand 1) ing listless by its 
side , it is ice-cold I touch the forehead , it is burning 
hot It is evidently the child of well to-do parents 
What is one to saj to them especially to the mother ? 
These sights are impossible in India. 

Such unmotherlj mothers however must be the 
exception to be met with chiefly in the busy selfish 
towns In the countrj mothers and sisters often make 
tlie very perfection of human relationship for the 
Englishman from childhood upwards There ale 
thousands of happ> stfns apd brothers in England whe 
seek no happier home than they have oehevmg in none 
such even as offered by holj wedlock. To me it is 
much more than amusing to hear a brother addressing 
his y ounger sister as mamma , to see the little t) rant 
scoldin'* and ordering him about One evening I call 
upon a friend rather unexpectedly, on my back 
from another He is not at home, but his sister receives 
me very kindly and shows me her Indian treasures. 
In less than half an hour my friend turns up and u* 
greeted with the playful remonstrance — \ou bad 
wicked boy, what have you been doing with j ourself * 
Here js an old fnend waiting for y ou Now go off at 
once and get ready for tea. I am sure you do not 
deserve it I am sorry replies the laggard meekly 
kissing kb pretty little caretaker and extending his 
hand to me but I did not kno v he was comins If 
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this is not home, I say to myself watching the happy 
pair, there can be no such thing as home on earth 
How fond these people are of playing at papa and 
mamma l The husband greets the mother of Ins chil- 
dren as “ mamma,” returning home after the day* s toil 
to find the inner circle gathered expectant round the 
hearth, as the wife advances to relieve ' papa ” of his 
top coat or the packet under his arm This is very 
different from India though, curious as it may seem, a 
Parsi wife sometimes addresses her husband as 
“mamma” Tor an Indian household the approach 
even of father or husband is often a signal for flutter 
ing disappearance of the fair ones from the parlour 
In the case of strangers the exit is, of course, more 
ptecipitate Often have I scattered the ladies m a 
friend s drawing room, lik$ chaff before the wind, 
dropping the book or the work box as they fly, some- 
times leaving a pair of tiny slippers behind, ns if to 
reproach the intruder for walking in unannounced Ah 
me 1 when shall we have a real home in India > Poor, 
indeed, is the Indian in lus mother , poorer still in lus 
home 

We have seen that marriage is unpopular amongst 
certain classes of society in England It is unpopular, 
mainly because it is expensive The English might 
take a leaf out of the Rajput marriage code, reccntl} 
promulgated, v Inch forbids everything above a certain 
fixed outlay on marriage, funeral, and other ceremonies 
Funeral expenses in England are generally far too high 
for the occasion. Amongst the better classes they cost 
from £$0 upwards People have to make special pro 
vision for their funerals often by means of insurance 
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The poor follow the rich, and often outdo them in 
heartless extravagance In many a case the survivors 
are left in destitution after paying for the paraphernalia 
of woe provided by the undertaker In India we com 
plain that they Sometimes eat the dead man out of 
house and home Here, in England, the cannibal of 
fashion carries this devouring process a little further 
Besides eating up the insurance raonej,she sometimes 
runs the survivors into debt 1 am assured however, 
that the upper classes have been steadil} discarding tile 
fashion of late. Let us hope the lower classes will 
follow this example as readily as they have followed the 
other 

Child Insurance is a sjstem of which the reader may 
have heard before Parents insure the lives of their 
children often only to neglect them m such a w ay as to 
cause their deaths so that they may be able to secure • 
monej from the insurance office With tins money the) 
get up a show} funeral treat themselves and friends to 
drink and otherwise have a jolly time of it over the 
gnv e hardly yet closed Of course tins practice must be 
confined to a very small area amongst the poorest and 
most ignorant, whom drink has already brought to the 
verge of brutality 
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Poor as India is I thank God she knows not much 
of the poverty to which parts of Great Britain have 
been accustomed— the East end of London for instance 
parts of Glasgow, and other congested centres of life 
Men and women living in a chronic state of emaciation, 
till they can hardly be recognized as human , picking 
up as food what even animals will turn away from, 
sleeping fifty, sixty, eighty of them together, of all ages 
and both sea.es, m a hole that could not hold ten with 
decency, swearing fighting trampling on one another , 
filling the room w ith foul confusion and fouler air This 
is not a picture of occasional misery , in some places it 
represents the everyday life of the victims of misfor 
tune 

In London itself there are hundreds of thousands who 
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have a daily, almost hourly struggle of it, to keep body 
and soul together So fierce is this struggle for exist- 
ence that the victims can hardly find time to emerge 
from their work-holes for a whiff of fresh air I am 
told of old Londoners who ha\e never been out of their 
streets for years Think of this jn busy London, always 
on the move 

It is in winter, more than sin. months of the year, that 
you see the poverty of England at its w orst Thousands 
of men and women, disabled by accident, or thrown out 
of work, trudge aimlessly' about knowing not where to 
get a crust of bread, even a dry bone wheren ith to allay 
the pangs of hunger that gnaw at their utals , knowing 
not where to get an additional rag to keep the cold 
from eating into their tn arrow , knowing not where* to 
be down after the day’s disheartening tramp, for fear of 
the policeman, or for fear of never being able to get up* 
'again Hundreds of them may' be found every’ month 
on the pavements, on the roadside, on house steps, 
starved, cramped, or frozen to death Hundreds die 
every month for sheer want of means to keep body’ and 
soul together Thousands drag on a miserable ovist- 
ence, embittered by disease, from which death, too long 
delayed, is the only relief The suffering in all cases is 
infinitely more keen than it would be m similar cases in 
India, though the extent of it is smaller 

And side by side with such heart rending scenes of 
misery, one sees gorgeously dressed luxury flaunting it 
m the streets, dragged along by horses, better fed and 
better looked after than many a family in the same 
^neighbourhood Here, again, one has a vivid picture of 
the extremes of w calth and po\ erty 
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father the mother the sister at every turn seeking to 
help the helpless to relieve the suffering, to bring the 
strays and waifs of society back into the fold Ferhaps 
the most striking feature of these organizations is their 
catholicity There is no caste or sect here to stay the 
hand of chanty the workers in the field of humanity , 
work together as brothers and steps giving readily 
unto all that are needy Ivor do we -see here much of 
the pride and self righteousness of the Eastern dispenser 
of chanty the pride with which he scatters his «upcr 
fluous weal tlx amongst others the self righteousness 
with winch he essays to win forgiveness for past errors 
or to make up for past enmes 

There is one danger however that may be detected 
in the working of some of these organizations and that 
needs a passing remark i It ts the tendency to centralise 
to degenerate into a sort of state department This * 
means delay expense possible injustice. And although 
it may mean individual responsibility may it not also 
mean favouritism f 

Perhaps the most beautiful amongst the chanty 
organizations of London are what are termed flower 
services They are as beautiful in deed as in name 
All kinds of floral offerings are brought to the church 
by the congregation in some cases prayed over and 
blessed by the clergyman and then distributed by 
loving hands to invalids in the parish the sick the 
sorrowing the poor It is not a simple matter this 
grow ing collecting or purchasing of flowers — the pray 
mg over and blessing and distributing of them It 
taxes the pow ers of more than one capable organizer 
Why do not they have fruit services likewise * 
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Among special organizations not so pretty but of far 
greater importance, may be named the Hospital Satur- 
day and Sunday One S&turday and one Sunday m 
the year are set apart for money collections in aid of 
hospitals Thousands of ladies, sweet volunteers may 
te seen on either of these days in churches and chapels, 
in the streets, at the shops, at railway stations, hold- 
ing up the box to you with a coaxing look or a smile 
irresistible How I loved to be eased of my little gold 
and silver and copper I More than this, I love to see 
the sordid shopkeeper paying smile with smile, and a 
handful of silver with a mouthful of jokes Joke away, 
old man The fair enchantress knows how to take thy 
attentions Latterly I have seen maidens enlisted in 
this labour of love — maidens tempting you with roses 
on their cheeks and m their hands It is a pietty sight 
* But I should reserve the w ork for grown up ladies 

In the city I sometimes «ee boys and girls thrust- 
ing their heads into kitchens under the houses and 
restaurants, or gazing hungrily at shop windows* They 
seem to feed themselves on the smells and sights of 
the food, smacking the lips e\ ery few minutes. What 
hunger theirs must be ! Few that see these poor waifs 
'* living on nothing a day , ’ can help feeling for them 
Some of my friends say it is a dodge , that parents put 
up the little ones in order to excite sympathy , that the 
parents make a few coppers that way, and spend them 
bn drink This may be* so in some cases. But many 
of the passers-by, I hope, will prefer to be imposed 
upon in one bad case rather than neglect two or three 
that arc good I never felt such a sensation of hunger 
as I have felt at times in England- During my travels 
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in India I could live for days on *a few biscuits with 
milk. In summer one hardly cares for solid food in 
our country. Quite different is my experience of *an 
English summer. I have to go without regular meals 
for a few days I find that I cannSt do my \\ ork, that 
I feel feverish and miserable all over. It is not h 
matter, as m India, of the sinking of your stomach or 
its sticking to your back , it feels as if you had no 
stomach at all You are driven as chaff before the 
wind. Practically, hunger in England is as keen as 
thirst in India. It f$ in London that I can realize the 
havoc of famine in my own country, the semi-starva- 
tion of 40,000,000 in India year after year There 
must be thousands upon thousands in England, too, 
whose pangs of hunger I can well imagine, who suffer 
more keenly, though by no means so largely, as my own 
people. 

Who can help helping these waifs and strays of 
society ? Happy arc they that share their happiness 
with others 1 Theirs is the only true happiness uhrch 
comes of making others happy It is happiness of the 
same kind that God allows to Himself Therefore, it 
must be the best and the purest happiness. In every- 
thing let us strive to be as near to Him as wc possibly 
cm It is but a little iiaync can go, terribly little 
That little, however, is our all , it is enough for us all 

Who can gi\c a definition of beauty, acceptable to all 
men and all races ? One lias but feu opportunities of 
:oming across the ideal of beauty he has set up for him- 
self; and then, ten to one, he will not find it in busy 
London town Photographs and pictures may not 
satisfy him. l?ut he can sec some very pretty faces, 
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indeed, accompanying slight clastic figures. What 
strikes pie about these faces is their extreme mobility 
You may find the owners in almost all the tragic and 
comic moods conceivable, in the course of a single day 
The other style of womanly beauty, that sometimes 
cheers ^our eye is the Greek face and bust, with a 
stately figure. On the whole, however, there seems to 
behiore’of tnade up beauty in London than perhaps in 
"most parts of the world Life is artificial to a degree 
Time hangs heavy on those who have no earnest pur 
pose to live for There is plenty of money with which 
to buy a few patches and shreds of personal adornment 
every day This is to be seen amongst the higher as 
well as middle classes But it must be remarl ed in 
pacing that whether natural or made up an English 
woman is decidedly attractive — her healthy looks, 
elastic step arjd general freedom of movement, the out 
come of a free mind adding vastly to the attractiveness 
of her dress The white and red of the skin may be as 
much a matter of blemish as of beauty while a com 
bination of regular features is very rare It is the fresh 
looks and the free healthy motion of the body that give 
Englishwomen their peculiar charm These advantages 
are pushed to an extreme by professional beauties whose 
make up sometimes hiding grave defects costs an 
amount that might feed scores of the hungry and clothe 
as many of the naked These are the languishcrs as a 
set off to the so called mashers They are so delicate 
in nerves that they will shnek and faint at sight of the 
verv distress which their extravagance tends to create 
or to intensify And when old age is on them what a 
sight they present, these beauties of a bygone day J It 
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h a sight, pathetic m the very filsehood of attire and 
demeanour. * 

But for every ten of tins class, there are hundreds and 
thousands who prefer the simplicity of natural grace. 
These are the truly gracious, infinitely more interesting 
as a type of beauty Perhaps the most noticeable thing 
about some of them is the character of theit ey cs 'They 
are beautiful c> es, looking > ou full and straight m the 
face Used to the languid, downcast look of the 
Eastern eye, one feels a strange sensation coming over 
him as he meets the look of an intelligent highborn 
Enghshu oman This is not at all a look of boldness, 
but of earnest sympathy and self confidence The 
English love to present >ou a clean, soft, shapely hand 
But they cannot boast a good set of teeth, as we <*m 
The* men smoke and drink too much, and the women 
partake too much of injurious food, for that They* 
seem to me on the whole to be defective both in the 
shape of the ears and in the sense of hearing The 
weather has, doubtless, something to do \\ ith this latter 
defect But as a rule, they have pretty' noses , but 
hist* whither are we wandering f 

I defy the ordinary Baton thoroughly to appreciate 
the value of the teaching — cleanliness is ne\t to god- 
liness How can he, poor creature ? That teaching 
would take much longer to penetrate his conscience 
than does the climate of which he is a helplesS victim 
I speak feelingly as I myself have had to go u itliout a 
bath for days, making shift on a miserable wash tub 
morning after mofning 

There is little that is really attractive in the personal 
appearance of women of the lower middle and the 
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lower classes, except where mixed blood has to account 
for a departure from the national type Amongst the 
drink-besotted and criminal classes, I have met with 
faces scarcely distinguishable from those of animals 
Under-feeding accounts fora good deal of such physical 
deterioration One also notices sometimes a beefy 
look, peculiar to Englishmen, apart from the well- 
known resemblance to the beast which supplies him 
with his pork The faces of some of the costermonger 
girls belong to another order They have somewhat of 
a lupine tendency, due to semi starvation, which saddens 
one to look at. The most comely looks are to be found 
probably amongst barmaids, tobacco and other shop 
girls, girls employed at hotels and restaurants, for 
sufficient, though perhaps not alwajs creditable, reasons 
One or two really beautiful faces, which I happeh to 
•have seen in the streets of London, were those of girls 
in an advanced stage of consumption— a transparent 
skin, with eyes of meek resignation, lips quivering with 
expectations of a better life There is a beaut} in 
suffering such as can never be found in health or 
prosperity 

No, reader, >ou need not scruple to ask me about my 
own ideal of beaut} in flesh, I am partial to the Irish 
t}pe. Further, I incline towards the I rcnch and the 
Italian cast Do not Fnphshvvomcn often borrow their 
fashions from lta!> or France? And do not these 
latter part'd c oY the Asiatic type ? I must be true to 
myself . , 

But, after all, beaut} is not this ot that gift of the 
l>od), which is coarse anti .corruptible, environed b> 
animal functions, concealing in the guise of attractive* 
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ness what is reall> repulsive Beauty is the soul 
withijv the pure ambient spmf encircling what is dn me 
m our nature Thinking of tins earthly aspect of the 
attraction of sex, one may well sympathize with the 
great Pessimist of" the Cast exclaiming — "Love and 
beauty, what are they ? I steal softly at night into the 
chamber of mj queen, my best beloved, my most 
beautiful. 1 see her stretched upon her bed dishevelled 
with the face distorted the teeth chattering Ah ! it 
is all appearance, Mdya illusion I 
%* 

One of the strangest m> stenes of reality that press 
upon the notice of a student of human progress is the 
conversion of the early Bnton to Christiamtj The 
fact seems to me to be no less a reality than it is» a 
mj stCry Was it possible human!} speaking for that 
gnm wanderer of the forest to be won to the fold of 
Christ? One would have thought lnm an almost im 
possible subject for grace to operate upon with hardly 
the germ in him of that gracious evolution of which we 
now find traces around him and in lnm Even at this 
length of time one may well pause to inquire whether 
the rampant Bnton of the nineteenth centurj has much 
in his nature to go out in response to the call of the 
Good Shepherd. 

Taking advantage of a free Sundav I have sought to 
read an answer to this question in the streets and 
churches of London which maj fairly be taken as a 
stronghold of al! that is best and worst in the national 
character The crowds are evidently on their behaviour 
But it is hard to sa> if thc> mov c more in s> mp-ithj 
with their hohdav attire or the sacred surroundings 
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amid which their souls might be expected to rest and 
to revel The push and crash of the railway station 
are left behind for the hour , and yet, even m the house 
of God the preacher is /lot always secure from a yawn 
or a cough , sometimes from whispered conversation, 
whilst the service is proceeding He may deplore 
this impatience ,» sometimes he mildly rebukes it But 
lie manages to wind up soon after, exhorting the 
audience to carry a little of the day’s teaching into 
their daily life This is what the congregation, the 
male portion particularly, seem to dislike Why should 
the parson meddte with their business with their every- 
day dealings with one another > What does he know 
about business ? Is it not enough for the man that 
they contribute towards the maintenance of himself 
and his church, and patronize them both once a week 
. with their presence > The men seem to be more eager 
to leave the house of God than to enter it Once 
fairly out of its precincts, the average church goer 
lapses into his habit of surly or reckless selfishness 
His Christianity strikes one as being a religion mainly 
of flesh bone, and muscle It teaches him, more than 
anything else, how to live, to survive, to make the best 
of lift. At home or abroad, he appears a good deal to 
be guided by this same muscular principle, to aggran 
dizc, to conquer, and to rule IIis life, at its best, is a 
high fever of humanity from which the divine has been 
eliminated, or m which, nther, the di\ inc has not > ct 
made a dwelling place It makes one wonder at such 
times if the life and teachings of Christ — Britain's most 
precious heritage — may not, after all, be thrown an ay 
upon a people whose spiritual appreciation is so dt 
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fectne Are such a people likely to attain to anything 
like a perfect life, making for peace and righteousness 5 
God knows his own time and his own ways Who can 
say but that, perhaps. He has shown his grace first to 
those whose need of it was the sorest, who would take 
the longest to profit by the grace vouchsafed ? That 
the grace is operating, and that it will operate all the 
more quickly with the quickening of the spirit in daily 
life, seems to. admit ofjittle doubt, if one is to judge 
from all the circumstances of the case before lum 
Appearances seem to be rather against the subject of 
Our inquiry But situatfed as life is, it will never afford 
a complete harmony between a people's religion and 
their material requirements. Natural surroundings are 
a factor to be reckoned with With the majority 
men, religion cannot be quite an abiding force It is 
more a matter of convenience — a thing to be followed • 
at leisure It is fashion, a ‘persuasion with the a\erage 
church goer, m high life or low , and yet there are faces 
one sees in the crowds, as they pour in and out of church, 
bearing the impress of an earnest abiding conviction 
Not a few of these faces proclaim a life of glad self- 
surrender Not a few of them, again, display refinement 
and culture, consecrated to the service of God in man 
To this extent the religion 6f the English is a living 
force, wherever it exists The area covered by it may 
be narrower than one expected , perhaps it exists in 
many more forms than going to church At any rate, 
if one sees less earnestness in what is called society, he 
also sees less apathy than he was prepared for amongst 
leaders of society Recent protests against dogma 
have served to quicken inquiry, and to kindle individual 
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a happy blending of the two, making what the Society 
of Friends would call a Reasonable Faith 

* * 

* 

It is sometimes ashed— what has Christianity done 
for the nations of Europe 3 Has it softened the hatred 
of man for man 3 Has it not, rather, hardened the 
hatred and perpetuated it , raised war into a merit and 
a pastime , added vastly to the original selfishness of 
the race, making sin and vice and crime more easy at 
home and abroad 3 These evils, like others, perhaps, 
that may be suggested, doubtless mark the history and 
progress of Christian civilization But why call a 
religion to account when it is the professors of the 
religion, not the believers, who are guilty of violating, 
its spirit ? The fact is, that the brute in man is still 
more or less rampant It breaks out at different times 
and m different forms, and has to be controlled or* 
subdued by different methods. The struggle has been 
co-existent with the progress of humanity It is the 
struggle between good and evil as the Zoroastrian 
would put it The evil is the material side of our 
nature, which may or may not have pre existed our 
spiritual nature • It is hopeless for man to reconcile the 
two Such reconciliation, ready made to hand would 
probably defeat the objects of creation 

On the other hand, one need not be a Christian him- 
self to be able to see that Christianity has tended 
powerfully to humanize one of the least human of the 
races of man In its essence, it ought to exercise a 
threefold influence — to humanize, to liberalize, to 
equalize This to me, is a very great achievement 
Other religions have their special ments , but none of 
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them claims to have rendered this threefold service to 
the race 

And nowhere perhaps is the force of this simple 
historical truth better realized than In our modern 
Babylon itself It is along the darkest and narrowest 
tracts of life that Christianity seeks most to achieve 
her triumphs, correcting the infidelities of flesh and 
spirit, reclaiming vice from her lowest depths, arresting 
crime in mid career It brings sunshine into the prison, 
carries the blessings of health, peace and reason to the 
diseased and the demented 1o me the most affecting 
sight in London is to see the highest m rank and 
culture stooping to the lowliest, offering to bear the 
. burdens of life for those who find them insupportable 
Is^iot this the highest form of religion, both according 
to its Eastern and its Western conceptions * This 
•bearing of other people’s burdens is by no means an 
uncommon experience in bus), selfish London, though 
I have met with it m rather unexpected quarters Nor 
is it alw ays accompanied by a spirit of self righteousness 
or a hope of recompense 

Perhaps the most touching instance of bearing 
another s burden, that I ha\c ever Witnessed, was at 
Mahablcshwar in 18S9 An old woman and a boj of 
about sixteen, emerge from a jungle w ith loads of fuel on 
their heads The woman is apparently the lad & grand- 
mother She is trembling with age, bent in back, 
infirm of foot The boy is strong limbed, walks erect 
and with a steady step But he seems to be out of 
breath, and 'stops short before an cle\ ation Thereupon 
the grandmother asks him to shift his burden on to 
the top of her own, stooping down in order to be 
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luthm easj reach of the shifter She then resumes her 
position as best she can , strokes the bo> on his back, 
wipes his forehead with her hand and totters checrfuHj 
along; die boj following as a lamb follows its ewe. It 
is> a sight I shall ne\er forget. Mj first impulse is to 
go up to the woman and offer something to her as a 
tribute of re\erent appreciation But what right hate 
I s poor carthw orm to detract from the merit of her 
sacrifice ? Her reward wall be higher and purer than 
I should c\cr expect for myself 
Such cases of burden bearing it would be too much 
to expect in the haunts of busj life But thej are not 
confined to the land of Buddha nor is the offering 
of such sacrifice always swaged b> considerations of 
blood J 

It is sometimes urged not\vathout a show of reason 
that England should look after her own spiritual welfare 
before attending to the welfare of alien nations. Now 
it is unhappil) true that after some fourteen centuries 
of 3Cti\e propaganda the Church has acquired but a 
precarious hold on the practical life of the English 
England is still \ er> far from a religious millennium 
But that is more or less the ca*e with all s> stems of 
religion Anj how it would betraj strange want of 
logic and liberality for the Church Universal to confine 
her efforts to an infinitesimal fraction of our race 
Rel gion like charita maj begin at home but it must 
not end there. Because i large number of professing 
Christians in Europe are still gro\elhng in darkness 
that is no reason why others whom the light has not 
jet reached should be depmed of it an) longer It is 
not uni kel) that the influence of the life and teachings 
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of Christ may be felt more readily elsewhere, with 
better materials to work upon Asia is certainly a 
more congenial soil, with the seed of truth lying buried 
for ages, watered now and again by the spring of life, 
but withering, alas, in the process of growth Why 
may not the spring, that has wandered far and wide 
away from the source, be diverted homewards > In its 
journeyings back, after this generous pilgrimage, the 
spring may rid itself of the impurities it has had to 
gather from many a clime , and thus the harvest accruing 
from the original seed may be at least partially free of 
the husks and tares with which it has been overlaid 
If Christianity is to have a chance m the land of its 
birth, it w ill hav e to be Christ s own Christianity Taith 
is* not a matter of words and arguments Sophistry 
never conduced to the ‘spiritual development of a 
• people What the people want is a direct appeal to the 
heart and the understanding The golden rule of con- 
duct— do unto others what tlrou wouldst have others 
do unto thee — if exemplified by Christian men and 
w omen in their actual lives, w ill do more good than any 
number of biblcs distributed gratis, or any amount of 
empty brawling As an evangel of love, freed from 
the jarring elements of sect and creed, Christianity has 
afield of its own And for political reasons alone, if 
for reasons of no greater pith and marrow, this evangel 
should be carried home to a race prepared to rcfciv c 
it by heredity, by. temper, by a long process of evolu 
tion 

Message of Love unconditional, emanating, not from 
this Church or that, this sect or the other, but from the 
b&jf&at « oamrotr Psehcr, «irrg f,Vj way a£ maKf 
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behind me that I saw yesterday gazing aimlessly at the 
shop windows ? It is for them that the service is mainly 
intended What if one of these poor girls naps during 
intervals, and puts the smelling salts to her nose ? 

If I am not quite satisfied with the church, I know 
the church is not satisfied with me May she be as 
charitable to me as I am to her* After all, I am 
inclined to think that for the few the best church is, not 
this or that church not e\en the church, under the 
canopy of heaven, so much as the church established in 
the sanctuary of the individual heart For the many, 
the church has always been, and will always be, a 
palladium, a preserver from mischief Yet in London 
I see that her hold on the working classes is far from 
complete. Perhaps they think they' have little to do 
with religion amid their sociafand material degradation 
• Perhaps they think religion has done nothing to lift' 
them out of this degradation of ages They' judge 
hastily 

Better c\ cn than the music of the grand organ and 
the virgin voices of the choir, swelled by the mixed 
congregation, is the inarticulate eloquence of the bells 
Oh these most musical of singers, the chimes! They 
seem to call away tlic soul — “ Come aw ay, soul, come.’ 
Is it this that the chimes arc singing ? 

My* favourite resort for prayer and m edit it ion Is out- 
side St Pauls or the Abbey, with the bells chiming 
It is seldom that I enter a church or temple, although 
attaching as much importance to prayer as to work, 
holding that the two should be used in sweet alternation, 
—prayer inspiring work, work confirming and respond* 
ing to prayer I find the Interior more ,00020010! at 
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odd hours, but cannot beat the crowds and the for- 

malities of a regular service 

* * 

How sweet it is to live 1 *To love is sweeter Still 
more sweet is it to believe, so as the better to live and 
love Oh that I might believe always always to live 
believing 1 What is it to live, without 1 “ nd 
believing ? A ventable death Let us live believing 
if only for the sake of the dear ones who leave us 
behind, or whom we are likely to leave bdund w 
Such parting would be unbearable but for the top 
reunion What this world calls death is b t 
one of the many links in the chain of evolution There 
is life beyond that death, as sure as there is i light behmd 
dart ness Hut darkness and death ’*'*'**£« 
unbelievers Many there are who pnto 
their unbelief We believe nothing they y> ° 
in nothing Tins ,s impossible for men It s unposs ^ 
1 hold, to live without believing, no matter what 
wink To believe is the ^ experience M.l^ 

below To know may be | a s „ e ct bitter 

by far at the same ^'‘Xht may do good 

at its best , f>« “ Knowledge may sene as a 

as a tome in small doses. lnd p ,|| upo n the 

stimulant, when it, docs n chair of life 

taste, as it too often docs l'aitli 

that satisfies to impure to try 

It is permissible to ^ !im v the whence, 

tootch a glimpse of iUhou~h we believe it to 

md the whither of our e g ** f ccrtmn 

be all ordered tor and again to 

heirt longings which jj 2 
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satisfy, however hopeless the effort as shown by previous 
experience I believe m the existence of a Creator, 
and in the beneficence of His design I believe His law 
to be just, immutable, and universal And yet I believe 
m the possibility of miracles, that is, of occurrences 
beyond my present limited vision, but neither impossi 
ble nor uncomfortable to the design and the law of His 
creation I believe it is as well that man does not 
know all that is within and around him But X cannot 
keep off certain vague yearnings to dip into the hidden 
This curiosity seems to be a part of my nature I 
sometimes feel as if it were more a necessity than a 
curiosity It certainly is not the prompting of doubt, 
but rather of confidence in the justice of God’s law and 
the faithfulness of his engagements with man Is there 
anything wrong in this attitude of reverent inquiry? 
I have passed through many phases of thought, from 
intense religiousness verging on superstition, to occa 
sional scepticism when clouds gathered and bore down 
upon my spiritual horizon I have sought consolation 
in the childlike faith of Arians and Semitics alike, who 
claim a halflovirg half fearing kinship with ‘Our 
Tather in Hcayen’ , till roused by the thunder and 
lightning of Zoroaster’s voice waging eternal war on 
corruption and Self righteousness I have been subdued 
by the chanty of Buddha leading to nothingness as the 
goal of the something that is in me , till again roused 
by the larger chanty of Chnst, lifting me out of myself 
and bringing the regenerate life face to face with the 
bather once more 1 have been fascinated by the 
Mtahty of Islam and the faith of its intrepid founder 
I have dipped into shallower waters, too, running from 
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one or more of these everlastmg 
them have convinced me wi After all that 

have satisfied me without cotwm ^ strll left a 

has been absorbed or assimdated tne ^ ^ 

longing to be satisfied, a voi o unknown, 

my spirit venture into the r «‘°" search, 

perhaps the unknowable, only to return from 

bruised and bleeding ■ Q r t hc mystery 

Does the Western mind th ink .mu* of * J ^ 
of our being ’—of blrth f . Creat0 r, as some 

created for? For the glory o , \\ould have 
say, or for his amusement, as o he, rs 
it? Why such gnevous mequahtre ^ necd > 
few getting more, the many , ny lC) be unhappy ’ 
Why are the few to be happM y t „e present 

Is this divine justice? ° r ' am 1 , the la „f Or, ard 
for some past transgrcssio to the subject of both ’ 
happiness and m,sc ^ i s tlic sufferer more content 

Is it all an illusion, . . his suffering can 

With his lot tlian tliose iv 10 in the aggregate? 

make out > Are all conditions cqua^.n 

That would be some cvplanati surrounded 

Man is s, abound I . conceit c c ffort he cannot 
by it all his days. O “ Thc doctrine of atone 

become one with U,e AH holy ^ of die case 

ment, therefore, comes of mm but also as 

It comes in, not only . th bis Maker But 

an indication of mans ^p disturb the 

does not this ° j tc „d to a disregard 

harmony of d,= original des^ ^ grace may 

Z'SSZSZ' " hoJo thc,r 10 
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out their own destiny > In the masses it must slacken 
the sense of individual responsibility 

How is the doctrine of heredity to be justified ? 
Why should children suffer for the sins of their parents ? 
Firstly, because your children are but yourselves 
reproduced , and secondly, you have to think of others 
besides yourself in choosing your course for good or for 
evil. The smner has to suffer for three generations and 
four Does this mean that there is a limit to the 
punishment of trespass both in the moral and m the 
physical world ? Or, does the limit refer to the period 
of expiation ? Every trespass is followed almost im 
mediately by its own punishment This fact taken 
together with the fact of the limitation above suggested, 
discredits the doctrine of eternal punishment 

Christianity hopes for the worst sinners It is well 
‘that even these have a chanpe, after the necessary 
expiation Is there any test of their sincerity, any 
limit to their power of transgression any limit to the 
duration of repentance ? Any distinction between 
degrees of sin as regards frequency > What is to 
distinguish the sinner who lias sinned seven times from 
him who has sinned seven times seventy? Is there 
any distinction between sin of thought of word, and of 
deed ? 

The body dies but the soul lives on Does not this 
theory of the immortality of the soul strengthen the 
theory of re births ? It seems to place the law of 
compensation into broad relief, and may account for 
the inequalities of human destiny Whether animals 
have souls, and whether these souls arc capable of 
rising, after* release to the level of human souls or 
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whether human souls have to nse and sink in spiritual 
importance, are questions of detail too vague even for 
speculation 

Does man ever get an inkling of the future state that 
awaits him > As he grows tn spiritual experience; it 
docs not seem to be quite impossible he may obtain 
*ome glimpses of the unknown into which he is about 
to enter But it seems to be certain on the other hand, 
that the veil Is never lifted for the benefit of those left 
behind Whenever it is lifted, it is lifted for his know- 
ledge who is hereafter to be one of the enlightened 
So far, it may be said that the P&lmist was wrong, 
"heft, m a panic of doubt and despair, he cried out — 
“In death there is no remembrance of Thee, after 
death who shall thank Thee ? ' 

Death is but a change, a release from phjsical 
cm ironments Though it is the most important change 
that oil ertakes man tn this life, it is not in its nature 
quite unlike the changes that occur every seven or ten 
>cars. The soul, which is released at this change of 
changes, is not translated and settled again all at once 
Has it to pass through further changes ’ Does this 
process of approximation continue through life after 
life, world after world, till at last the <50ul is fit to be at 
one with her onginat type ? 

But what avails the. knocking at the door of doctnne 
»n search of spiritual comfort? Can stone answer for 
the bread of life ? The best life for the Christian is to 
be Christ like. The highest life for all of us is the life 
of setf surrender Let us pour out for others our gifts 
of mind and heart, so tl at on the tlaj appointed we 
tnaj be able to stand in the Presence of Grace, not as 
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strangers or slaves, but in the assurance of conscious 
kinship with our Maker, and whisper to Him with filial 
confidence, “Father, Yes” 

• * * 

* 

The sight of ‘huge carcasses hanging at butchers* 
shops in London suggest curious thoughts to one 
unaccustomed to such a sight If it is a sin to destroy 
life, why do we kill animals ? Or, if it is no sin to take 
life, when such life-taking is useful for man, why do we 
object to the cannibals killing and eating one another ? 
— thus illustrating the law of the survival of the fittest ! 
Science has not yet come to that, but insists upon 
distinguishing rt higher” from “lower" life. To some 
this may seem to be a distinction without a difference. 
Of, if a difference, only a difference in , degree, not in 
kind. The brute nature still lingers in man, though 
•sufficiently "advanced" to make the worse appear the 
better reason. 13e that as it may, few of us meat-eaters 
can bear to see harmless animals put to the knife And 
yet, it is for us that millions of them are slaughtered 
day after day. We do not mind the smaller ones cut 
up for Our food. At any rate, we use them with less 
compunction. We try to explain away this further 
distinction by saying that the smaller animals arc not 
likely to be missed so much as the larger. The larger 
may be more useful ali\c; but may it not be because 
they are so much the nearer to us that v.c are more 
careful of tlielr-Hves > 13c tills how it may, the principle 
remains. unshaken, namely, that all life 13 precious, and 
that small or large, low or high, ne have no right to 
destroy or to harm it, except in self-defence. 

Look at the eyes of the victim just before it is 
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slaughtered, especially when it tas s “” '‘ S “" P ^ t en, 
fall under the butcher s hmfe How the ey « B ^ 
how the limbs quiver 1 Is lt conEiClc j 11 muc j, as we 
mg doom ? Why not? passion, 

have. It is endowed with hung.*, „„„ 

function, as we are, and can evpr wl th e 

way, as we do Animals «-“<= 
another, as we do, perhaps co ”'P ar fash|0[1 > ’ de dare war 
and, perhaps, sing together [ stronger in instinct 

and make peace, like us Th y ins i a nce, they 

than we are, if weaker in ^ rea . distance than 

can espy danger better and from a higher 

we can But — of arJU 
intelhgence, you say , they d shame 

sound, they are not than outs 

True, their intelligence is , t As t0 guilt 

But they are not altoget her i = seem generally to 

and shame, may it not be trespass so little 

be unconscious of these because ^ ^know that 
against the laws of their «> « of expressing 

animals are capable, to a ce j, aps repentance just 

grief and remorse, though no P * and satls f a ction 
as they are capable of ^ of gul lt or shame, it 

SLissrri;— , lught „ of 

Will the day ever come when ^ the butcher 
animals is to be given “P lcmer than that °f the 

ever cease to ply ^ lty or those adjudged 

hangman who has to J^ied divine law of life 

guilty in vindication o 4 
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for life ? Those of the nations, who believe in the 
efficacy of animal sacrifices, will hardly ever be weaned 
from a practice as old as their oldest traditions But 
\vitt they never have the candour to admit, even to 
themselves, the possibility of animals having intelligence, 
however undeveloped ? It would certainly be thrusting 
a terrible responsibility on these "poor relations ” of 
ours to invest them with souls But what a consolation 
it would be to feel that the scheme of Creation is 
perfect even to this detail, making all the creatures of 
God ultimately equal in one another’s sight, as they 
doubtless are in His sight' And what a blessing the 
mere thought of this might be to our race, keeping it 
away from the indulgence of some of the worst passions 
with which it is beset 1 At present, those of us who 
advocate laws for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
‘arc perhaps amongst the first to kill and cat them 
wholesale Well may the Buddhist say — this is strain- 
ing at gnats and swallowing camels But the doctrine 
of total forbearance, however pleasing in itself, is apt to 
be carried too far It may be urged from the other 
side that if wc arc to deny ourselves all such food as 
involves life taking, wc must refrain even from egg* 
and milk, because both of these have the germs of life 
in them Likcw ise, it may be urged that neither the 
fruit and vegetables wc eat, nor the waiter wc drink, i* 
wholt) destitute of life The answer to this will be 
that we are here dealing with anw a! life, that which l* 
nearest to our own , and that even as regards animals, 
thc> arc created for the use of man That what Is 
objected to Is the abuse, not the use, of the creatures 
made for our own benefit That it is the wanton cruclt). 
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which so often accorapnn.cs the 'Ti^wcr 
that ,s most to be deplored Whctl.e th.s ^ cr 
satisfies the Bnddh.st or not .t is »or* m en honing 
flat m the East the botcher seldom uses h.s 
before ashing forgiveness. bc ed 

As to meat as an art.cle of diet one ra y , 

for ashing if it does not stand to reason ftat habrtaa 
indulgence in flesn and b|ood be 

inclinations and thoughts l At any rate it jay 
safely assumed that man neve feels^so J J ^ 
when living on an innocent called vege 

tive value of meat and what is popu < different 

table food under different donates and on di«e«^ 
constitutions this much " ill have o ' w hftst 

animal food ,s far from being ^aysJJJ t0 
its powers of sustaining and strengthening are ap 

"XtA* a moment ^ o"ds 
what can excuse the sights and smells of a ^ ^ ^ 
shop in London gloated over y b ] 00 d ? Who 

nature or habit this Pjah j ^ not lead 

can say if in some cases the lo 

to love of bloodshed ? „i. atl d the ex 

Apart from this slaughter of ^amrards ^ ^ 

posure of their dead bodies o familiar 

other forms of cruelty with which the East B ^ 

as the West those J may he due in 

the street and in the field wth the former 

some measure to every y hunting and shooting 

s'ghts There ,sl.deexcjejhuu..ng ^ ^ 

indiscriminate!} tv . , „ t .., een the noxious and 
privileges might distinguish her 
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the. Innocent • It is, indeed, no paradox to speak of 3 
sportsman as tender-hearted. I have known many 
such men who use their guns and spears freely when- 
ever they get the chance, but who would shrink from 
chasing a mouse or trampling on a snail ; men who are 
good and tender in every relation of life. I know a 
friend who sighs “poor fellow” as soon as he has 
brought down a bird. Hq is quite sincere in his sym- 
pathy for the victim. Only he cannot see that the 
innocent little bird has as much right to live as himself. 
Tender as he is, how much more so he might have 
been but for the early training that has hardened his 
heart so far as to lead him to mistake destruction of 
harmless creatures for sport ; to mistake cruelty for 
manliness ? 

It takes a very doubtful sort of courage to shoot an 
* animal run to earth by hirelings, the beaters and the 
hounds ; while, on the other hand, such cheap-and-easy 
sport engenders habits of cruelty. To our high-born 
Rajput or Moslem sportsman the game is harant 
(unlawful) to such an extent that he won’t touch the 
meat prepared from a victim thus laid low. I dare say 
there are sportsmen in England who keep before them 
something of this ideal But, judging from what one 
hears and reads, their number cannot be ■very large, 
even if their standard is half as high as that of our 
ideal Rajput I once met a Bhil chieftain in a remote 
corner of Rev. a Kantha, who used no safer weapons 
than a sword-stick in his encounters w ith wild beasts, 
although he had arms of precision in his camp. The 
chief used these only in Ntsfianbasi (practising at a 
marl), in bringing down a bird -safely ensconced amid 
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ldiobzed , and you can understand hou the poor crea- 
tures suffer themselves to be jumped about and worried 
by the dogs These dogs alone, of all the animals, 
show life. They are splendid fellows, and kept in a 
splendid condition, never having gone through the 
discipline imposed upon the others. I wonder what 
men and women can see in these shows, as dull as they 
are demoralizing The itinerant Madan (show man) m 
India shows you more courage and intelligence for less 
fee, though he does not indulge in flashy advertise- 
ments. People in Europe often pa> -more for advertise- 
ments than for the things advertised. 

*«* 

Much worse than wanton sport and slaughter, and 
still more demoralizing, is the cruelty inflicted Tin 
animals in the name of science and humamtj Advo- 
cates of vivisection seem to me to make too much of* 
their theory of a “painless death’ Whatever the 
theory of it, in practice the death is often a protracted 
agony -(nd torture, the tearing of limb from limb, nerve 
from nerve, the burning cutting sawing, boring holes 
into thc^organs of living animals after partial!) stupefy- 
ing or mtoxtcabng the victims. 

Vivisection ‘(that is, cutting animals alive) ma) or 
mvj not hav e its uses That is a question for European 
scientists. In the East \\e never seem to have had 
much faith in surger), which we look upon in the liglzt 
of science intoxicated Guided by tins natural aver 
ston, our scientists would condemn vivisection rcall) as 
science run mad If experiments were found desirable 
in the old days, the) were tried main!) with drugs, and 
even then their results were viewed with suspicion in 
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the case of human subjects It must, however, be con 
fessed that the practice was not quite unknown in 
ancient India 

Here in Europe I doubt if a clear case has yet been 
made out for vivisection, as it is described by some of 
its eager practitioners I speak only as a layman, with- 
out questioning the honesty of these advocates of scien 
tific torture The results tljat one often sees published, 
appear to be miserably inadequate taken at their best 
Making every allowance for partisan zeal at what fright 
ful cost these results are generally obtained • A shock 
to the conscience a blunting of our best instincts 
Instead of cherishing and protecting the lives placed 
under our care, we destroy them by lingering torture 
Wfc do these poor victims to death inch by inch in 
order to keep up a superstition of doubtful utility We 
do harm to others in the fond hope of doing good to 
ourselves thereby Venly if Religion has her Fetish, 
Science is not without hers And of the two the latter 
is decidedly more debasing for its worshippers * Have 
we a right to take life >— to torture and kill the innocent ? 
Lower or higher it is life all the same The vital 
principle the richest of Divine gifts is there Who 
gave us this right? It is sometimes urged that the 
victim has no intelligence and therefore does not suffer 
This is a very poor excuse And even then what has 
intelligence to do with the question ? — granting that 
animals are without it It is a question of sensibility 
Do not animals feel the torture inflicted on them } To 
deny this to the victims is more outrageous than to 
assert that their immolation on the altar of science con 
duces to the happiness of selfish man Supposing they 
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self sacrifice, which is the way to " the perfect life ’ 
But if we understand the law, we must instantly recog 
mze the justice of putting up with our own physical 
ailments often invited by ourselves rather than violate 
our moral nature by a sacrifice of others who have as 
much right as ourselves to live and be happy That the 
victims are at ouf mercy entitles them the more to our 
protection 

India could well be consistent m her opposition to 
the practice She would kill or torture none save the 
noxious This would need some courage, and might 
serve a useful purpose Very much the rev ersc seems 
to be the case with vivisection as practised especially 
on the continent of Europe Why even their cock 
f ghts and dog fights and bull fights, show something 
of courage as compared with the torturing of domestic 
animals Ijing at their mercy, muzzled tied down, fixed 
to an iron bar 

Ma> it not be this passion for science worship that 
has partly to answer for the disregard of life which the 
European operator sometimes shows for his patient? 
The patients life and comfort must wait till the clalnjs 
of science have been full} consulted What if a poor 
man or woman dies so science gains thereby in the 
surgeons eyes* Trom lower life to higher is but a 
stepl One need not be a fanatic to be an honest 
opponent of vivisection believing all innocent life to be 
worth} of protection by man even though it be mcapa 
blc of sharing the dignity and importance of his own 
life. 

The practice of vivavctioa to the extent sanctioned 
by law In I ngtand mi) not m itself be open to serious 
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me so much as what are called working men s demon 
strations and strikes Men tired of ill treatment make 
a common cause and strike work Happily not a few 
of these Unions are guided by principle and intelli 
gence. The men give due notice before they go out on 
strike and so far the inconvenience to the general public 
is minimized and business saved from complete disloca 
tion Others pressed by hunger are ready to take the 
place of those going on strike Sometimes the em 
ployers prefer to suspend business in the course of 
negotiation with the strikers or after the negot ations 
have failed If they could they would perhaps like to 
starve the men into acquiescence Against this danger 
the men seem to be prepared though very inadequately, 
thanks to the friends who advocate their cause and to 
the public who contribute to their maintenance whilst 
* out Otherwise the struggle would be hopelessly un 
equal certainly more ruinous to the aggneved than to 
the other party As it is I am not sure if some of 
these Labour demonstrations arc not overdone. A 
new movement is apt to run into excesses and once it 
has seized the popular fancy it w orks like an infection 
Miners, gas workers dockers railway tram and bus 
employes tailors carpenters laundresses have one 
after another struck work , some of them obtaining 
their own terms when reasonable others c fleeting a 
compromise, none I believe quite satisfed In the 
wake of this suspension of private works wc have seen 
public servants follow such as postmen poll emen and 
even in a modified sense some of the militarj I*vi 
dcntlj, then the Labour Union has become an institu 
tion and if it keeps within bounds it will have the 
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sympathj of many thoughtful and disinterested men 
The time is nearing for England, when Labour “ ‘ 
field or the market, shall have to be distinguished from 
serfdom, and Capital from grasping monopo y The 
question is one of great interest God gnn . 

solved in peace, to the honour of English Capital and 

the advantage of Labour 1 . in 

1 have rv.tneSsed some of the demonstrations ™ 
Hyde Park, for instance, when the workmen and the, 
sympathizers, ruth the idle and the cunm*. pour ml by 
thousands, to the tune of music the flonnjhm 
banners and so on, generally on Sunday P 

cessions are joined by hundreds of "omen many ^ 
"horn really help in organizing «• qmet a bd 
serving order They are, as ra ’ R ations 

order!} The strength of some of «« : ^ ^ 

may be realized when I sa> before it 

waft m a hansom for over an hour an I « 
could be allowed to get outatacome walking past, in 
The general effect of the multitudes L? ,, n mng, 
holiday attire, more fantastic to P pu bhc 

cheering shouting but seldom breaking ^ 

jieace, is striking enough , t or course, there 

more as a shoo, a m sorry to 

is some haranguing m th P > have a pronounced 
say. by crude young "of dreppmg their 

lnbit of getting red m muc h attentIon to 

h’s. The crowds do not seem top y ^ ^ ^ minutesby 

these omtors, whom thej p ^ Jiave not heard a 

turn, just to saj. e appe Jn theabsence of any serious 
d^mmThe tog P smkes me most as a huge turn out 
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where "Mary Ilann" takes the field chicfiy because 
her "*Any" is out 

But how instructive the organization js for us in 
India 1 We are not likely to have much of it there, m 
the near future For one thing, wc Jack the solidarity 
of interests Our only organization worth naming is 
thc-National Congress It is of the utmost importance 
that the Congress should go on w orkihg w ith a select 
body of educated men When the movement extends 
lower down, or wjien other movements spring upon 
anything like the English scale, as betw ecn Labour and 
Capital, India will cease to be India Tins latter event 
may be expected to arise only under the British Rule 
India is poor, ignorant, and superstitious But what 
cart she not do with her numbers, if the numbers once 
acquire cohesion ? It is difficult, however, to say whence 
\he cohesion is to come — from politics or from religion 
Politics cannot mould the social and domestic life of a 
people as religion does But religion in India is dead 
or decaying in tlje ranks where it is most potent for a 
wide felt constructive influence 

To return to the strikes m England Although I 
feel that sometimes the grievances of Labour are un 
reasonable they are on the whole worthy of careful 
attention in the interests, not only of Labour but of 
Capital likewise Capital lias no right to kill Labour 
What for instance, can be so killing as to insist upon 
drivers and conductors working sixteen hours a day on 
the omnibus and the tramway lines ? These poor men 
are hardly asleep before they have to awake We have 
to think of them and of their families also , that is of the 
future of society I think it is wrong of Government 
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to stand aloof from this struggle between Capital and 
Labour, on the plea of freedom of contract There can 
be no such thing as real freedom of contract between 
parties so grievously ill matched What free will is 
possible to a starving employe, as pitted against his 
prosperous employer * The latter can w ait m comfort, 
whilst the former has starvation staring him daily in 
the face. It is absurd to postulate a free contract 
between urgent want on one hand and easy sufficiency 
On the other Freedom of contract is not the same 
thing as freedom of trade I doubt if Capital will be 
able \ery long to resist the legitimate claims of Labour 
The spirit of the age is crying out against such resist 
ance. Not that the employers as a body are cruel men 
But vested interests are very hard to move, and a false 
sense of esprit de corps makes them oblivious to duties 
which individually they feel sitting heavy on the con * 
science On the other side, representatnes of Labour 
cannot be too often reminded that the path of modcra 
tion is the only safe path for them They must, in 
certain cases, be Content with a shilling less for less 
'\ork given Reform in such matters is very slow, it 
comes by lingering instalments. Of course, the State 
cannot interfere with the details of a contract, having 
satisfied itself that the contract has been a really free 
and equitable one 

» 

An Englishman’s friendship appears to be as fickle as 
his weather It is warm and gushing for the moment, 
but lacks constancy When in a fit of friendship, 
especially over his cup or at dinner the Englishman 
may do anything for you You ha\e to take him at 
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the high tide of breakfast, lunch or dinner, when he is 
in love with himself and cooing over the good cheer 
around Though shy and reserved himself he hates 
those who won t come to the point at once whilst asking 
for a friendly turn The Englishman in London seems 
to have no time to dive after a drowning friend In 
fact he is angry at any friend of his happening to sink 
Once you are down in the muddy waters of life there 
is no rising for you my friend no hydraulic engine 
near can lift you out 

This is of course a picture of friendship in general 
\ou may expect better from particular friends But 
genuine friendship such as we warm blooded Asiatics 
cherish laying down our lives and fortunes for one 
another is hardly to be met with among a people so 
differently situated in climate habits of life and asso 
ciations Life is too hurried to enable them to cultivate 
true friendship Every man has to hvo more or less to 
himself absorbed for the moment in the pleasure or 
business he is pursu ng He lives in a state of perpetual 
tension — one pursuit chasing away another , this interest 
making room for that day after day hour after hour 
Even m serious matters it is almost hopeless to have 
a leisurely discussion with friends especially during the 
season. At best you can do it by snatches half 
explained half understood But this lack of thorough 
ness seems to be made up at public meetings where 
they have it out to their hearts content. They do it 
c\en more thoroughly in the House of Commons If 
Parliament does not do all the thinking for the nation 
it certainly does the talking 

One or two instances maj be mentioned here to 
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make my -meaning plain. of 1 *^1 

friendship Soon after arriving in London , the 
prominent nobleman to join our Comm '“ . He 
improvement of the position o -mer, 
replies by ashing me to go to dm" p art „f 

cannot dine after 6 PM, that I have “ 
dining out After a fortnight he ashs “e to B ^ 
for breakfast or lunch Determmed^o f or lunch On 

Liberal somehow, I accept a q h s to 

reaching the house I meet a strange Ef W find a 
join ns. We are hardly seated at table when ^ 

bright little lady " a !i;! ng , m b "' ar ,! extremely tempting, 
the chair opposite. The dis warm 

but I s,t freezing in my chan - -ne host « ^ ^ 
m his attentions The laay about 

s, derate, and keeps me engage- ' v Tk m i F ’ 

India. The strangers now P 1 ^ ™ please. 

But my cup of misery » [ u « • j have strength enough 
an> more than meat A h os tess— the 

to accept is a glass of ice ‘‘“^"dTis soon over, 
best I have had in Englan ^ ^ by ourse lves I 
and the host marches me an hour> as we sit 

feel rewarded for the mar 5* pomts of my pro 

m his study, arguing smoking and glancing 

gramme He sits ‘her S ^ 0nenta l ,s 

at the letters just broug Fn-dish f nen d would 

very bad form But I hnow my English ^ 

deal with his own brother the ^ m London 1 

me He must ln th ,s frame of mind 

resign myself to the a com er on a crucial 

I am trying to dr '" e lu5 adhesion on the spot, 
point, and hoping to 
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when he jumps up suddenly with the words “ Now I 
must fly. Come to the Hall Tuesday, very quiet. 
Will show you over" I am fairly stunned by the 
rapidity of this side move He is quite sincere, I know 
Only some other subject has occurred to him, which he 
thinks to be more urgent than mine So I must lose 
just as I am within an inch of my prize He gathers up 
his letters, and says good bye in an offhand manner 
As I limp out of the house I make up my mind that 
this tough customer shall yet repay my trouble by 
joining the Committee I keep pelting him with re- 
minders every third week, till he surrenders at discretion 
This success, however, is due more to my perseverance 
than to the constancy of his friendly regard 

Very much the same thing happens during my 
second visit to London Here, our friend is a venerable 
•prelate Last year he fought our battle gallantly 
But he seems already to have forgotten the movement 
as well as the man He hurries up to me warmly) as X 
am ushered m, and after listening for a couple of 
minutes, closes the interview with — “ Let me hear from 
time to time.’ He shakes me again by the hand, 
adding, “ God bless you I and is off before I can 
recover from ,my surprise O Cardinal, if you roust 
needs cut a stranger, why cut him so kindly 5 That is 
the unkindest cut of them all I have had in London 
Judging from what has been said above, one might 
conclude, as many a disappointed Indian has concluded, 
that the Englishman has “no shame of the eye ' I 
cannot agree with this general conclusion As just 
observed, life is so hurried m England, especially in 
town, that it cannot long retain the impressions of 
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friendship friends come and go apparently 
no trace of their friendship behind With so m 
daily interests crowding out one another, i is 
in human nature to expect more than 
hour from the average Englishman A n 
said to me, he would gladly miss ns inn 
chance of seeing me This ,s Ins u.tcrmos hm t o 
fnendship Be it said to his credit, hossmer *»*, “ 
the ordinary Englishman gives you no ' “ 

right sort, he expects none from you Tl e fnendsh^ 
of the oHicr sex appears to he more constant and for 
obvious reasons. ^ 

Militarism seems to bo an absorb, „gpass,on«.>l| the 

English You will alnaysfind acrowal round ahomtnc 

Hone Guards, gaping at Out handsome. . 
guards mounted on their galla , , j, an d 

idle London crowd , scores of honest country 
lasses, who come to London on ot 

there by the hour, with admira,,o" w-dVare 

their wide -open mouth. c morntnr 

attracted V mdiUr) or 1 , n d cars as soon a* 

The average cocVnc\ i» i ' . n „ Multitudes of 

he finds a military b”* d ’P[ ^ ^ Mmc J t! nnee 
men and women fo! 0 ,„J out as !• su u 

often to its quirt ers * i P ** co ^pact bod) a' » f 
their convenience, marching In a eo-i| 

.n_ t 1 ,dTt if the company 
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and you will find men and women rushing breathless to 
the spot, at times jumping out of the ’bus You often 
see old women running to the Punch and Judy show, 
perhaps for the thousandth time drawn more by the 
crowd than by the exhibition of domestic amenities 
with which they are by no means unfamiliar 
. A military career seems to be the ambition of many 
a well born youth who can afford it Even Anglo 
Indian parents who have the means find their sons 
more inclined to that line than to others Do the boys 
like it best ? Is it the savage instinct for killing that 
stirs them or is it their destiny? Who can say if 
England is not preparing for a very big war J The 
War Office may deny this , but it is no secret for the 
utfnappy taxpayer that England, and all Europe, for 
that matter is being crushed under the weight of mill 
‘tary expenditure It may be some consolation to the 
Indian taxpayer to count up the cost of the arma 
ments of Europe in these days of piping peace 

Seeing that England is a naval power one would 
expect the navy to be as much in request with the 
upper classes as is the army, if not more so Such, 
however is not the case The navy has been falling 
somewhat into disuse It is not so effective for purposes 
of destruction And though England herself is a naval 
and a mantime power she is not likely in future to 
have so many battles to fight on sea as on land 
She is practical, and perhaps feels that the era of naval 
exploits is drawing to its close Hence it is that the 
navy is ceasing to attract high born English youths. 
Besides the life of a sailor is probably less enjoyable in 
these days of luxunous ease Well paid idlers cannot 
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find so much pleasure on the d, stunt sea as on land, 
however remote from home 

Next to the mrhtary, 
tive for the higher ranks, is 

That .s as .t should be No occupation couW tie mo^ 

profitable for the rising aristocracy 0 8^^^ 

the sort of popular legislation a s t hem 

the House of Commons in these days * ani 
a healthy interest in life, m ens & career 

brings them more in touch 11* t ^ 

in Parliament is as much ^ 

needed m the case of Indians interests of 

therein the Legislative Coondb „ ns 

our Indian aristocracy 1 f: a scheme for a 

carnage of the DOhe of ^"“^e and fa” sighted- 
military college in Ind to abandon it for 

proposal The Duke is Things move more 

rvant of immediate ^optnm But “ nce th e author! 

slowly in India than in g for a re5t r,cted exper. 

ties take heart of grac , far enough in spite 
ment, they are likely *» [|lls question ruth that of 
of themselves ^ “ P cnEage their serious atten 
volunteering in India y 

hen t called, appears to be 

The Indian can ” s civil s ,de and the m-litary 
equally popular bo fof . ^dets of noble families, 

It is indeed, a pnze 1 ally t he higher and the 

and for the eldest sons g after it m preference to 

higher middle class< g^ , llfe in India may be dull, 
l££ST****~** rupee it .very hand- 
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somelj endowed, and holds out still more lnndsome 
prospects of power and preferment The career has 
now become historical with brilliant examples to fire 
the imagination of a spirited j outli and to fashion him 
for wider usefulness abroad The Indian service is as 
imperial as it is historical 

The Church is mostly m request w ith gentlemen s sons 
in England and a most useful and a most hard worked 
agency it is 

Next to the Church I should think comes law to 
which the same ranks more or less seem to be drawn 
This profession more than anj other leads up to the 
avenues of legislation and journalism 

Then comes raedicinfe drawing the middle and a good 
nftny of the lower middle classes 

The next step I suppose leads to business trade 
‘manufacture &.c including the shop which more than 
agriculture forms the backbone of the dation the dis 
tinguislnng trait of the national character 

Arts science and literature may be included, for con 
vemence sake, into one or other of the professions men 
tioned above 

It is hardly possible and certainly not fair for a 
stranger to estimate the influence on society of these 
various professions Roughly speaking the army must 
stand first as a menace to the moral welfare of societj 
Next comes law in its power for mischief The medical 
profession appears to be less mischievous though 
avowedly more irreligious than -either of those 
t vo 

All tilts while we have been thinking of the boys 
What about the girls ? asks my Indian reader Well 



urr sirs in tonic \fhiks 

the girls of Tnshnd are onl) now b 5-t '" a "' 
out careen for themselves. H'th'rto > hc > h "? h “ 

but one career -open to them -the ™‘™' OB “*-*° r 
which thc S hate eluoff ruth a devotion worth} some 
them tell me of a better cause 

Did General Booth tale* Ins cue from the sp m > • ° f 
rampant m.l.tansm obtamms 'n Chnstendom l ibs 
organization, apart from .» «n J «*££ £ ““ 

When General Booth ■ent ouf ltjs finrt “"“, B taour 

India 1 netted the movement tt.tno I of Ulc 

It appeared to be such 0 ’” b , nlt ,on which the 1-nnce 
churdt and the "“V-* g nec dnll its shoulder • 

of Bence would shrmkf h -,„ d grating eon 

arms its marcV past catr ^ v 

trast to the sacred 'character of the work h had 
Bub as usual I kept ” m,Snous . they 

works in His own "nT* g |S [or men to judge 

maj appear mconsisten ^ ^ moreover had been 

Commissioner Tucker ^ vorU in Northern India 

known to me by fame ^ in the service of the 

while Mr Tucker was “ The Salvation Army 

Crown, had won m) V P ( J tom tom ,„g were not at 
umform fliemilitarj * „as ncv er absent from 
all tomylikiop an „ ntenI pt amongst the 

m 5 mind of familiar* i pcct atic.ns of those who 

people, contrary to the fond^evp^ ^ „. 1[h 3 „d of 

wished to reclaim the > But I also 

them both m the spirit and the ou 
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felt that the movement was not without its charms for 
those whom it intended to reach, and that after a 
boisterous youth it might perhaps settle down into a 
sober church militant, rousing the sluggish, rescuing the • 
fallen, reforming the depraved, that came within its 
reach. Latterly I took personal interest in its prison- 
brigade branch, and during its sallies on some of our 
strongholds of Parsi-ism at Bombay, X sought to exercise 
a moderating influence on the sons of Rustom and Zal. 

During my stay in London I have had fresh and, 
perhaps, fuller opportunities of watching the movement. 

I see tli at the instincts of the people here are more in # 
accord with its gunpowdery character. Whether an 
explosion purifies soul*, depends upon the quality of 
tfce souls themselves. I see half a dozen Salvationists 
holding forth in the neighbourhood of a public-house. 

I see a few loafers drifting towards the , spot, one 
scoffing, another jeering, but all drawing nearer. In a 
few minutes I see a change coming over the face of one 
of the most seasoned of these sinners. He throws away 
the tobacco he was chewing, and 'join's the chorus. 
One or two more 'follow, others skulking* away, as if 
reluctantly. But the ranks are bemg-swelled, especially 
by women. In less than _half an* hour .the six 
Salvationists have an audience of about thirty. It is, 
glorious work, surely, in spite of its eccentricities. ' ' 

I make up my mind to witness the Salvation Army 
Fite, celebrating its twenty-fifth anniversary at the 
Crystal Palace. The crowds at the principal stations 
are enormous. Besides the soldiers of the Cross— a 
whole army of officers and men representing all 
England— there are contingents from abroad, Europe, 
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America India , supplemented b> spectators and sym 
path, rets like myself The trams have to run every two 

or three minutes at certain hours and still "c 

find accommodation for half an hour on our way to the 
Palace -not for two hours on our waj bach Then to 
we hare been pached like sardines all over e 
At a distance, (I do not enter the Palace time 
ing)the movement seems to be well calculated » strike 
the popular imagination ,n England to lift the peop 
from their grosser animal wants It looks like a pro e t 
against the mdilTerentism of the period U 

inevitable’ It is equally met liable th * 

stages the movement should ru , 

emotion The eNtremc o emotion bc 

extreme of apathy ’ * " are abando ncd to 

the most, frantically eames ^ m g them ’ 

the semen of God Salvation Will 

selves eutd fits into ecs * » llt .le 

they sunwc the night I 

things, ill skin nnd bone m Lon don on 

Kn ntciient 1 happen t » ** of the Salvation 
the day Of tlwf ttvfcntry sixth annivfcrsr} f quarters 

Armj ° fStU S g xv th Dr B— both 

CT trudgti over tjie Palace S™' 1 ^ nt Wading through 
'bf os in the most fnen > a P stea dy downpour from 
ankle deep mud belqw a u managed 

above « P a few straggling camp 

ngor ° te the rear-pale haggard half 

followers bnngmftrJUJ a ^ jld beasts show at the 
fainting V/q ate t . which were the wild 

Palace I cannot like human beings 

beasts — the lions and timers K 
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or some of the human beings I see there, looking like 
hunted animals Indeed, there is too much emotion 
amongst the rank and file, especially the women, and 
too little of good sense 

After this “service" in the open grounds Mve are 
invited to a “solemn assembly” within We are kept 
waiting for half an hour, and see a little bye play that 
is by no means edif>tng Captain Eager asks 
Lieutenant Grateful (agrrl) “How is your Sis*” “Thank 
you kindly,” replies ,the fair Lieutenant “she is better , 
jou have done something for her , I know you have’ 
Thereupon the Captain rejoins, “Wal Maria, if I has, 
pratse be to the Lord, and to the General * He flirts 
with the girls hand for some minutes, using a copious 
supply of Salvation Army slang and squeezing the 
hand till its poor owner looks blue m the face Of course 
* there is nothing wrong in this vigorous expression of 
sympathy The Salvationists pride themselves on being 
hearty friends But an outsider might expect some 
limit even to the vehemence of fraternal a'flection 
Now begins the work proper- of the “solemn 
assembly,’ with a prayer from pne of the leading 
officers While the prayer is pitying a haTvket is 
hawking the programme of the evening to the audience, 
a penny each copy Here is prayer and business for* 
you in one breath The businessi^oes well enough- 
And how goes the prayer l Nob "wisely, I am afraid 
but too well Colonel Han-diyby prays aloud heaying 
and panting, and shaking the platfo/rn to .its centre 
He evidently thinks the audience is possessed, and is 
determined to exorcise the ’devil* out of them by the 
power of his lungs And -what lung power the man 
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possesses' Though sitting some twenty yards away 
from him I feel knocked on the head by the feroaty 
of his tone and gesture. He .s followed bj others uho 
take up his howl with such good will that I 
to lease the solemn assemblj in fear an “ 

None of the Generals staff follow <*^W e “ ,0 f 
mortal combat Perhaps they know me to be a lover 

Pe Se e nously. non is all this on, burr* and uproar allied 

forb> the necessities of the case ' . >t must be 

is a movement of active dissen t ^ But 

allowed a wide margin for roaring an * t j llt 

after every allowance made I am ou strike 

the sights and sounds I encounter ’ f t j, e 

me dumb There is a praetjee amon^t some 
Orientals of disenltoweltagt e “• ^ Salva , lom st5* 
their souls on tlieir way to he Do t hc> 

i'-.ri-sr.T- «- 

:: 

mass* who cart bc bcst „ 1S „„ less true tha' 
emoiont This is tree „ crol sIj ab ,n to mtosi 
emotion carried too tar * » leaves the victim all 

•canon , that when a fit subsides ■ “ dca |,„- 

the Weaker ,n mond " T h "k of .lit 

with moral that U of eseitcmcnt isover 

reaction on them when t j, c Salvationists 

In the streets, 1 »» often inclined to sympathy 

act more reasonabl) Sabbatanans and the 

with them as aga' c „ c5iCS the Crys-al 

Fhilistincs. ProbaDij K = 
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Palace to which I have alluded are reserved only for 
the annual field day But taken altogether the move 
ment seems to me to need uplifting It needs perhaps 
a better class of men and women to guide it General 
Booth may remain at its head an autocrat on earth 
He may well return public thanks once a year for the 
success of his cause But I think the best thanks 
offering that is available to him now is to make the 
movement his Master’s He doubtless means well and 
it is because I respect his motives that I make bold so 
far to appeal to this boldest of our popular reformers 
more readily' than I could appeal to his now sainted 
wife. 

Whilst the Salvationists are holding their high 
carnival inside the Palace an unregenerate coster 
monger is holding forth to an amuse# audience outside 
He is Standing on what looks like a waggon with a 
large doll in each hand expatiating oh their beailty to 
the ladies and gentlemen present'^— Kre art them 
dolls twin sisters born of the same mothe$ and father 
in holy wedlock — ha! t s a long story Some day’jou 
may hear it Ony half i cfown each Iadds^wf 
gentlemen — you am t likely to have another chance in 
your lifetime Look at er height — Ah ^what limbs! 
Am t she a Princess of the Blood * What arms, what 
•ankles! Why pon my soul the- dress itself is worth 
a sovereign Come is there none in the assembly will ng 
to throw in a crown for the t\vt > i Here they go go 
go go! The Queen of Iljngland would be glad to ate 
them Two -shill ngs six going/ half a crown do >c 
hear f 

There is no response He pauses for a few minutes 
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self with rage He rushes out of the crowd, and sells 
his doll for a song 

* * 

* 

Nothing comes so handy to the wealthy idler in 
England as racing and betting on races This seems to 
be one of hts favourite modes of wiling away an idle 
hour It is somewhat of a revelation to me to read an 
account of the Derby, th$ Oaks, or the St Legec 
And what enormous attentions the English pay to their 
horses Here is a sample 

Amongst -the brood mares are Spud, by Hampton out ‘of 
Thistle (dam of Common and Qoldfinch) and another of equally 
fashionable blood in Pretty Dan ce by Doncaster out of Highland 
Fling (dam of Saraband, Superba &c ), with her -colt foal by 
Pafadot Amongst the yearlings chief cunoiity, perhaps, will 
attach to the filly by St Simon ® u t of Morning Glory Princess 
.Victoria bem" a grand-daughter of Plausible (dam of the notonous 
Plaudit), who was by Spnngy Jack out of Pasquinade (an own 
sister to Touchstone and dam of The Libel, Slander, Caricature 
Ac) whilst Litde Lady, not to be confoupded with the similarly 
named Orlando mare, the dam 0 f Camballo, by Rosicrucian out 
of Dark Blue (dam of Preciosa, &c.), is a gTeat granddaughter of 
Escalade, the only two-year old that evfer made The Flying Dutch- 
man gallop when they met in th e Mersey Stakes at Lucrpoo! tit 
1848 Amongst the South Stud marcs, four visited Hagioscope, 
three Galliard two Exile II, ono each Bend Or, Sheen, Hampton, 
Ayrshire, Bendigo, and Prism, imd nine Sib er (brother to Gold) 
this Reason, including Cartridge by Musket, whom Mr Bedding 
J*o8 bought m Auckland last w inter During h s visit to Melbourne, 
jMr JJ offered Mr Wallace lm owner, ,£3,000 a y ear for flic 
yeais for the hire of Carbine, with the option of purchase at 
£20 000, less any money paid f 0 r his lease in the interim, which 
offer “made his mouth water* as Mr W remarked, though com 
polled to decline it through feahng it might lose him h s seat In 
the Legislature, owing to Carbine being such a popular Idol 

Now, st seems to me that Mower and Jlrdous) u ere 
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hardly so minute m then description 
heroines of the epic age as is °ur ““J;™ he chronicler 
hts description of horse-flesh I ter pride, 

could not ivrite up his own pedigree ' vl * ^ an f m als I 
And what enormous prices they pay for. * e 
*0000 for one horse! 

could afford such a price for the P t pounds 

art After this, what is your tea at 

sterling for one pound a ' oir ^“ p °’ ’ d of Englishmen 
auction! Upon my word hum J. red hundreds 0 f 

could buy their wives at cheaper ra , f 

husbands 7 are bought » tire matrimonial marhet 

much less every year , brought 

How sumptuously these 
up. Dear me, there must -r.hons 
Europe who would prefer jjo, I do 

such and such sire out of sue an racing 

not care to bo sanct.momous ^ onc 

and betting, I wont cu !“ ^ of human beings 
horse, when thcre'are per P - ^ dcldly poiertj I 

in London writhing in « b » rhr.stian conscience- 
Come, that is loo much for my - Christian ^ 
r,aj don t trouble to e'P> or otllcr It , s a false, 
goes to the poor in one sir P lt Away 

unnatural, inhuman i id ' tancs of fashion ! w . 

with you and your horses i > , cannot haw tin 

As to betting or E „ m e wathooto i pn» 

enjoj able race or ay P ^ m „ cll as j on do Bill 
or astahe I Know th ft ^ ^ „ hy j OU arc 

Without being phinsai , . ? ^vh> Junker after 

not content will. knOT what we call 
money stakes at a 
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honour stakes, and service stakes— the losing side sub- 
mitting tA 4 inomentary service, such as undoing the 
shoe-buttons of the winner, fetching water to him or 
her, submitting to a kiss, bowing to the ground, stand- 
ing on one leg, with clasped hands, Sic., before the 
winner ? or rubbing the nose against the floor, striking 
the cheek ot forehead in repentance ; catching hold of 
the ears .and sitting down and standing up so many 
times, to make an open confession of defeat before the 
company ?' ' These" 'dre stakes worth playing fluyUn 
windfall could, engage' without breaking the law. - Oh 
. ye c'ild-Jfloodid^mo’iiey-grubbing gamblers, canVyou^ 
sin in good form, if sin you must ? , <•' 

:y - * 

“ How tong nre wc to*' endure our Royalty /".asks a 
very pretfy politician of me'soon’ after my arrival in 
London. * *“ For ever,” 1 reply, in easy good faith. My 
.fair querist looks , dagg£t£*>. Docs she believe. I am in 
/thii service of the“Bii(tai{'s ’dragoman ? No, my ambi- 
tion Is too limited. As uc arc not likely to meet again, 

I' may as well explain myself to you. The world is 
g marling under the burden of so many unrealities, that 
any more added to it is a sin against one’s soul. 

*/\ty y arc you in such a hurry for the advent of a 
VepuVtfc i Has it done mudi for Europe ?' -Even in 
the new world, with so many favourable conditions how 
mufch real good lias it been able to do for the people, 
with all its engemes? for the greatest happiness of the 
Neatest number ? Is not monopoly of various kind*? 
still the bane of republican America? J.ct u^putitjp, 
with half-pleasant facts rather than couiVthe pleasantest 
of fictions. ” • * • . * 
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Itis natural that the masses m sta re apd.church, 

bad humour with vested intercs cn { s With 

tilth the tyranny and monppoly o P^ ^ that 

chronic indigence for his onn . leITes and pe n- 
John Bull should growl at P e 'P<*““' ? J Jolin cannot 
sions for others > But ray what . he likes, j m 

live without his fetish If he w ^ ^ „ nder so me 

the name of monarch, h , t j ie name ot 

other n-ame If he won t have a ^ , me ■ He 
chgteh, he will have it undw , s for clevetllollticians 

cannot do without a symbo ,, m hdc harmless. I, , 

like you to see that this sym the^ror a tt'y of the 

to?’my part, do "°t care much V th^ro> J 

future is to be a symbol ,,., ll0 nfe, and worshiped 

good condition, perhaps m ag need simeflnngto 

hsok up to^I^iswcdl for them, well for ut'all that they ^ 

! ^aldheas.n,of>ra^"“^jS' 

and irritating pretensions of roy y brotherho6d 

way before the growth of Ui= ==" ’t" C " not only 

amongst men And tha ‘ 

m the West, but even m tn ^ ttuth ; s ^ginning 
patent to the reader o ns jj nc aho prefers to Be, 
to dawn upon every ®»» B lmng a fools para 
the slave of pleasure, u have 1 rude awakening 

thse, that sooner or later h at , n sb0 rt his own 

and a heavy account to „ f llIS dGt.es towards 

, opportunities are bo no imposition b 

others' „ But, to be concession of pnvilege 

dots >Hll0Ut- a aorrrapt ^ m Eu , op e set ms to have 
TJie tendency ormod 
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been to stint this concession of .grace while at the same 
time to exact the debt of duty. , This is a utopian ideal, 
concealing more risks to the commonwealth than to the 
individuals envied. 

What are the royalties of Europe that we should envy 
them ? They have to wear a. sort of gilded lively ; to. 
live on the sufferance of others. During the day they 
go through a dizzy round of duties ; through restless- 
ness, long vigils and ( perhaps constant dread at night* 
They, have few hours that they may call their own ; 
many hours they are at the mercy of the footman and 
the fop. Have they not to eat and drink and sleep 
almost under prescription ? 3 doubt if they can smile 
officially, without written orders; though they may 
wefcp to their heart's content without the slightest men- 
tion of their misery In The Cdurt Circular. Poor souls, 

S am sure I pity them with all my heart ! And should 
they ever be in need of copper, they are welcome to this 
•large quantity of brass placed before them in anticipa- 
tion. 

’Seriously, dear Miss Peregrine (I take it you are not 
yet ■Settled to a life of domestic politics), let us not 
destroy a superstructure of ages, before we have made 
sure of at least an equally lasting substitute. It may 
be easier^ after all, to make England a" republic, with all 
the advantages of constitutional monarchism, than to 
reduce it to a bald imitation of untried experiments. 



CHAPTER V 

LITE AS SEEN IN THE STREETS AND SHOTS 

The London Poheemsn— The Postman— “ Cabby ” — The 'Pus — 
, The Tram — The Railway—" Apartments ” — Expenses— ‘ The 
Daughters of India ” — business Morality— Tricks of Trade — 
British Pluck — An independent Costermonger — Circulars arid 
Advertisements — The Press in England and in India — Exhi- 
bitions— The Sights of London— Parks and Markets— Stray 
Sights — Street Arabs — Street Cries — The London Rougfc— 
“ Woody " — Farewell to London 

Whether the London policeman is a thing oi* 
beauty, or not, it is for my fair readers to settle. But 
every vagrant and street-arab will agree that " Bobby ” 
Js by no means a joy for ever The beggar runs away 
21 sight of him ; so does the drunkard, when he cart, as 
also do the diseased and all others without honest 
means of livelihood Obstructed and breakers of the 
public peace, and those inclined to commit what comes 
under the generic name of •nuisance, hold him in 
horror. The policeman, yclept constable by courtesy, 
Is, as a rule, a burly fellow, with a grip that he could 
tighten round a run- away pig He walks up and down 
his beat, always on the look-out for something to 
.happen. In fact, he anticipitcs troubte Is not that 
his business ? He is paid for preventing mischief more 
than for punishing the mischief-maker He is as quick 
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the .Olds escaped « .hen he .h.shed me ftrougMhe 
surging croud, and landed - £ S".H 

pavement, my clerical coat, ^ a nd disgust 

Before I could recover from ^ _*“? stra , ght tdl 

he muttered “Here you t|meto enter into 

you come to the tumin, to hoId up his 

an explanation, b"»^ he a feutTfor Bobby, for, 
digital flag signal That t * f m}se ,f 0 n 

though only five feet L f ^ , 0 dra g me 

a spot it Mould tahe more t 

awa y from it , m vo ur atfentions 

Dear old Bobby roughly «" der y ° ' h iiS 

to all in need, seldom losing your temper^ 

traced by a SCO.* of ‘JTS— - ? 

CS " ’ contrast you are to the stupid, 

peevish, insolent London policeman 

If I were a girl I «° P , Street merchant, 

for my knight rather 1 in .. at it is, I am 

uhatever the lad ‘“ 'T^ny three officiating onests in 
prepared to exchange * « 

India for one London po ice much aftc r my heart 

Bobby on hprsebick . ^ h<J mak cs su ch a 

dmlU^re «Vc sUcns himself up » to -equestrian 

^itbbi is not ' ut j ,0 f fJ”\[r«rwhL°spe-il.ng of it 
often points to the c ^ sends jo u off on a Hild- 
as the right utcs when the distance to be 

goose chase for dc 0 f twenty minutes, Ter- 

coacrcd is on the b . lie is not abuse 

haps he means tMO minutes y 
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small temptations, and can wink like a dummy m 
Dame Tussaud s collection Well well why pick holes 
in poor flesh and blood when the sun himself is begin 
nmg to show spots ? But it is ticklish to flirt with a 
spotted Bobby in London when the sun has hidden 
even his partial light 

There comes the postman s knock exact almost to 
the minute. What a cheery knock it is full of life and 
energy ! How it startles one out of a reverie with its 
tup tup which I interpret as get up On mail days I 
linger over my, cup of tea till the welcome knock is 
heard and willing feet run to bnng me-up the messages 
from across the sea Sometimes is a double knock 
t«Pi tup tup tup announcing a registered letter (which I 
lite) or a large parcel (which I don t) Whether one 
likes it or not however he must open the door and 
Mccept his fate after saluting the bearer thereof The 
man is as like his knock as the knock, is like turn— 
quick precise He has his heart in the work as he 
bustles up to you with his modest good momin 
sir Off he goes as fast as he came He is not slow, 
that postman in London town He can t afford to be 
slow The weather drives him before it and he is 
nothing loth to be so driven What a contrast to our 
Indian tapahvala (letter carrier) slow slovenly, unbusi 
jiess like 1 I dare say the latter will learn some day to 
mend his pace and his habits But he will never be 
III e his London prototype. He loves rest as much As 
the other loves unrest What wonder this restless 
mortal rules the world > Let him rule It is his turn 
Let us not forget the telegraph boy, a veritable 
mercury on the wing Here he alights top foremost 
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pointing to the place I am taken aback at his 
generosity, and hoist up a shilling with a kind word 
He looks at the com very sheepishly, as if to say, " I 
have not earned it,” but takes it at last wjth the 
apology, * Thank ye verv kindly, sir, ’aven’t ’ad one since 
morning" I wish him good luck, and go my waj 
Don't think I ever parted with a com with so much 
satisfaction During the first two or three days 1 1 asked 
for the fare, before getting m — How much ? The 
answer is either half a crown or a crow n As I grow 
older in London I grow wiser 

The London cab-driver is a very intelligent fellow* 
and exteedingly well posted in the details of distance, 
situation, train time, etc If pressed foj time he will 
p&e you off like a shot dodging the crowds, as well as 
the policeman, and plunging deep into lanes and b>e 
•lanes, till you are at your address before time He 
cares for nobody so long as he is w ithm lus rights. He 
won’t make room for a peer of the realm But h e 
dreads the hoisting of Bobby’s finger flag It has onlj 
to be lifted to petrify cabby dnd horse alike Instantly 
the animal comes to a standstill, and the reins fall 
loose in the driver’s hand Not till the finger is put 
down can cabby resume lus drive 

The best way of doing London is to tramp the streets 
and lanes, if you can, m the company of a retired 
policeman, or a friendly clergyman Nothing answers 
so well if you w ant an insight into the life of the people. 
When tired, -you may mount the top of an omnibus, 
and from your perch look down upon rank, fashion, 
beauty, all at your feet It is delicious on a clear day 
One feels as if he would never tire of riding out 
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ductor knows her weakness, ind sings out — “Come on, 
young lady, penny all the way to Pi dly Circus , penny 
all the way’ The “young lady/ neither young nor 
lady, nevertheless pleads guilty to the soft impeach 
ment, as she struts up to the 'bus, to be helped in by 
her ca\ alter as dimtilj as if she w-ere a Princess of tire 
Blood She has apparently no business at Piccadilly 
Circus , but these attentions are worth more than a 
penny to our professional enchantress who has lost her 
charms for the wayfarer, charm she never so welL 
I have said that from the top of the ’bus you often 
look down upon the whole world at your feet Well, 
yes , but you do this with amusement rather than con 
tempt , sometimes with pity at the contrast between 
poverty and wealth Amongst all who occupy this 
vantage ground with you ladies and gentlemen alike, 
none perhaps looks so dignified as the coachman He 
is generally a robust Briton, with a rubicund face, and a 
heavy rug wrapped round his waist There he sits, 
with his jaunty little hat inclining to one side of the 
head, flourishing the whip often that he seldom uses 
Man and beasts understand each other quite What a 
presence of mind the driver has I What eyes 1 What 
a grip Neck to neck, and foot to foot, he makes Ins 
horses run in one close line fvith others 'buses cabs, 
private carriages costermongers' ban ows , and yet he 
avoids collision just by a scratch Half an inch this 
way or that, and the whole traffic must come to a dead 
IqcI But coachy knows his business Not only does 
li& avoid collision, but spares the lives and limbs of 
many a pedestrian that crosses his path recklessly He 
sanies at them struggling to get out and even advises 
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them bon to do this best. There he 
all he surveys wrapped in hts old rug an 
easy dignity which will be ruffled by little short of 
insolence of a cabman or a donkey boy ^ 

jealous of h,s dignity, and keeps all small ^mpe « 
it arms length XVI, en the ^ed cabrnan^m^ 
threatens to teach him manne teach yer 

h.s.hipandadvisesthel^s^ ^ old Mady 

grandmother a P r ° . _r t hem was born 

knew right enough long before « engers roaring 

Or he cracks a joke that «ets ^ seen coac hmen 
But he is seldom put out „ conduct0 r too has 

behaving rudely to a " oma Earl p er c> ask 

hu humours Once I jumpe i Chesterton Road 

mg if h,s Lordship will at the foot. 

He replies quickly Yes > , n t except when 

of the road Bus ridmg Then 

you have to go over roug J^ loa m his brains 

sometimes one feels a bonng ' ones bnuM hav e 

after which comes the fee » ( h ^ e any brains left 

been reduced to a pulp *. \ . ou are at liberty 

after death (not before Dr Vivisect) you 
to test the truth of this stateme j at ter is too tame 

1 prefer the bus to the tram ^ j find a quick 

for my nerves, though now “ in to an East 

enough conductor On e e '^. ? or to take me to the 
end tram and ask the co ^ and a dds— Right 

b tier end He smiles a w-eao & ^ condu ctor and 

ye are sir it atnt sweet dull time of it 

dm er are both dull b°t i^ dull * , bugtness __jog jog jog 

“vay"'^— * hOU51 ' " 0r '' mS ““ ” 
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none the better used for that — their reins pulled up any 
moment at the call of a heartless passenger Is it not 
heartless of men and women to have the poor brutes 
pulled up whilst going at full speed in order to save 
•themselves a few minutes walk up or down where 
another car is approaching > Talk of societies for pre 
vention of cruelty to animals when such brutality is 
practised every hour in the streets It is a torture to 
man and beasts alike and could be easily avoided by 
fixing stations at a few minutes distance But if the 
horses arc badly treated m this respect thej have a 
pleasant time of it •otherwise. They arc well fed and 
looked after and worked by relays No such good 
luck for the driver and the conductor Both of them I 
find arc w orked dail> for seventeen to nineteen hours 
.have to be mostly on their legs the w hole tijne especially 
the conductor and to have their meals as best they can 
whilst thus serving the public and enriching their 
cmplojers. It is distressing to see a poor fellow tike 
his cup of tea or milk from his wifes hind iftcr a long 
fist snitch a kiss from the baby who leans eagerly 
forward to be so caressed ind in answer to the wifes 
wistful look mutters 12 the hour at which he is to 
be released that night , then resume work it the tread 
mill This his to be done ill the jear round save 
when the roads ire blocked with snow Think of the 
two mens discomforts, exposed is the) ire to the chill 
nr, when the passengers inside huddled together i« 
lliej arc feel it intcnscl) Think also of the mi er> at 
home, the stamn h and stinting of home ifliction the 
neglecting of children and so on T 1 e hor^i are 
much Le'ter treated than these men. Indeed some of 
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the employers -tat this, and 

cost them more than the men, h as comc to 

difficult to get than the former. trams 'buses, or 
this— that human beings cmp oye rf£r a „d treated, 
railway trains, are to be w<>r dal |„ bread they 

worse than animals, in return their f am ,hes In 

seek to earn for themselves better managed, 

India things seem to be t he tramway service 

except pejhaps in conncctio familiar sights in 

Its railroads are Amongst engme ,s the most 

London, just as the whist ~ )S enorm ous , so 

frequent sound The passenge d on by night 

also, perhaps, the traffic in good g „ ore tre - 

trains As a rule, one secs . , nes bnd down at*m- 
quently here than m India , The guards and 

portint junctions counting * to our ra il\va> meif 

other servants are quite a " “*» , > cs, lady' ' 
in their behaviour— Vcs, » ' cnt , sc lf respecting 

They have to deal with “ JJ,® mo rc comfortable 
public The carnages are „ ondcrcd at, 

than. I. India. This .s not “ , t „mcs quad- 

seeing that the fare « douHc recble,^ ^ p , y , 
tuple, of what it is ,n for t]l c distance he is earned 
• pennj here on an •»«« ^ there of ‘Again if there 

in India fora pice or a frlc m transit, there seems 

is morc comfort for the , ho Indian point of 
to be less conacnicncc for mm , c , d om exceeds 

view As regard, speed 1 m.les of the 

fiftj fi\c miles lhC ’'“'ll. I 'in some parts, forinstance. 
1 lj mg Scotchman a m) ' ,hc tr uns cannot 



150 RAMBLES OF A PILGRIM REFORMER 

perhaps the slowest and the tamest I have ever used 
Carriages, rolling stock, stations all bespeak an ante- 
diluvian age, whilst the brakes often begin to proclaim 
the approach of doom, that is the destination, from about 
half a mile of the arrival, making your bones rattle and 
your flesh crawl The trains disdain to be punctual, 
taking their leisure between thirty minutes and fift> 
No fear of collisions on this line, where trains wait 
patiently for one another outside every second 01 third 
station The London, Chatham and Dover has done 
good work in its day But, like an invalided veteran, it 
is slow to move with the times It certainly needs 
modernizing 

Of all modes of railway travelling, the underground 
seems to me to be least desirable I have had a 
thousand odd trips by ratlway while in England, but 
tlo not remember having tried the underground more 
than half a dozen times I cannot bear the dark, 
damp, smoke laden tunnels Englishmen see no harm 
in it , and, in order to prove their sincerity, they travel 
underground by the million every day I Sometimes 
sit musing if these good people would not travel all 
the same if the way from London to Edinburgh or 
Dublin were one continuous underground tunnel They 
Mould very likely enjoy the travelling, and might even 
assure me it conduced to health Don t they tell me, 
when passing a brick field, that the odours emanating 
from it arc rather wholesome? They may be so, but 
I am not going to try these smells any more than the 
cheap and expeditious underground railways. 

Apart from nsks to health, it surprises one to hear so 
little about other kinds of danger — robbery and violence, 
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whole; quantity I do not see how you can grumble Be- 
sides, you arc a foreigner, a bird of passage, hereto-da>, 
gone to morrow lie and his tribe naturally make the 
most of jour stay, just .as jourKhansamas do with Eng- 
lish visitors in India To be sure, the fleecing is done or; 
a largpr scale m England than in India. But an English- 
man’s w ants are greater than those of an Indian hotel 
keeper The same remark applies to almost all other 
branches of trade and business • 

Tor most visitors to England, who wish to have some 
sort of home comforts without the cares of home, per- 
haps the best thing is to go into private family lodgings, 
strewn over all the country, especially over the larger 
towns, and maintained by respectable families, and by 
others 

Of the infinite variety of sign boards that adorn the 
Streets of London and other towns, none is more 
ubiquitous than “Apartments’ These are suites of 
rooms, let out by the week generally, with or without 
food Most of the " apartments ’ speak of a shabby- 
genteel existence, being kept up by wives, widows, or 
daughters of broken .down traders, or others who “have 
seen better days’ The landladies try to make both 
ends meet by taking in lodgers My experience of 
" apartments ’ has been none of the pleasantest. And 
I believe many other Indian gentlemen, especially 
students have had their worst disappointments here 
Not a few of the housekeepers trade upon tire lodgers' 
ignorance, pile charge upon charge fqr things that have 
never been supplied or supplied indifferently Their 
object t js fd get as much as they can out of the 
strangers" and that in the shortest space of time I 
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S: •. She made meascomfortable a home asl could ex- 

pect, and J never grudged her extra items for extra dishes 
to coax a jaded appetite. Mrs. Meikle and I got on 
very welL But, somehow, she could not bear the sight of 
" Crocodile.” _ She called him a "box/’ complaining that 
‘ he ate “ ever so much more ” than I, and *' never said so 
much as thank ye,” also that he went about half dressed. 
The two were so often at loggerheads that I had at last to 
leave H apartments ” No. i, to my lasting regret.’ I did 

not find another Mrs. M • in London. She had a 

large family, by a former husband as well as by the pres- 
ent, the eldest girl being under forty, the youngest boy 
about four. And yet she managed all the household 
affairs, did the marketing and the cooking herself, and 
grfve me the best tea I have had in London at six every 
morning — a luxury to me, before which other meals are 
“hardly worth mentioning. 

The family lived in peace 'and contentment ; never a 
cross word did 1 hear from young or old. Mrs. M— — s 
second or third daughter, Annie, was a quiet, self- 
contained little lady, with a very fine devotional nature, 
fond of music, and a total abstainer. Living in the 
house, she hardly seemed to belong to it. She “ rhindew 
her father’s flower-shop, but appeared to be more fit or 
a convent.* Will Annie ever come out to India as a 
11 Salvation lass ? ” She is too quiet for that. During 
our first drive to the bank and to the doctors she un- 
folded to me a page or two of English domestic . » e 
which has left a very sombre impression on my oiy» 

Poor Annie I She felt for her sex, though disclaiming 
all sympathy with the shrieking sisterhood. ^ 

The girl of the house, however, was Maggie (to en 
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W ^ he, country's 

lassie, who had come to ta-n . ble fanner 

of it Fancy the daughter a ^ ^ madcap 
taking service fo- the fun of 1- Pf^ and 

d,d not JikJ the dull , k-ndly 
was fond of excitement. Mrs. » w ben not 

feeling for her, and let her hate tr 3 ^ t 

busy Maggie made a capr^ °"£™down die 
girl never walked but jumped- J « C rocod.'e ” 

steps she took half a ^ oz '" 1 “ d ™ believing she 
s*ood in awe of her for the first few ^ “ to Iee 
was touched in the head o too* mtb broom and 
her heaving up. like a stf““ “ L greeted her as Mj 
mop and duster At sue. Tibs, walking 

Lady Margantta Honon h 1 e Ia „^i at the conceit. _ 

up in her court dress. tpi she shook the 

supporting herself on the bwj"* ™ mcsU hearty , 
room from comer to of her oddities. She 

motherly girl was Maggie, 1 .j^ 5,5*. evening she 

never shmnk <*““>’"*£• off, I objected. She 
took hold of mj boot, ^t she had to do it 

laughed at the objection explai ” j , old ber in our 
for all lodgers every ^ do ^ ard 1 would 

country w e never suffer^g. ^ her 0 ee 

not do so anywhere. Tb P md , ^ her o» 
day Maggie seemed to b- «»=__ ,o her to tins 

tress to let her rest. Mb. a ^ mth M hys- 

efTectinmy P'« n “ ^"Lhavelo business .0 be 
tencal explanation. Poor g. ^j,, , hc!ird ex 
ilk” That was the full of life and 

pressed b> this happ> » 
animation. 
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Maggie had one weakness — love of finery and gad 
ding about — like most girls, of her class She had two 
holidays m the week, and spent them with her friends 
or her "young man,’ a Scotch sailor who had given up 
the sea for her sake and had follow ed her to London 

Mrs M said she had presents from the poor fellow 

worth ^ 20 , in dresses and trinkets, and >ct somehow, 
shetned to evade and avoid him One daj I spoke to 
her scnouslj, urging what a chance she was throwing 
away , that it was cruel to her lover and unjust to herself 
to go on like that , that it was far better to become the 
wife of an honest fellow, who loved her, than “a lad) ’ 
about town, and a servant girl in apartments She 
listened to me weeping quictl), and then sobbed out the 
explanation tint she could not make up her mind, 
because some of the girls had told her marriage “spoiled 
“a girl m no time" and that her lover was rather dark 
What notions for a girl in her position f There ma> be 
hundrbds in London who arc led away b> such notions. 

I tried to laugh her out of the foil) A day or two 

after wc left Mrs M When 1 looked in again to 

say good bje, the landlady said Maggie had gone in all 
likelihood, to make up with her >oung man If this 
turns out so it will be one of the matches of which I 
shall be verj proud 

Speaking gcnerallj I find I have to spend a sovereign 
on an average in London to a rupee tint I should have 
to spend in Ilombaj In a rough wn> the two corns 
maj represent the wealth of the respective countries 
If the proportion fi too high, it ma> be fn, parti) on 
account of m> inexperience parti) Ivciuse I am not a 
careful spender Iljt this latter defect 1 Bdfier frwfl 
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wherever I live, and it is easily met by the manner of 
living — little meat, no wine or cigar, no theatre, no 
drawing-room, no dress to speak of 

I have, how ev er, seen Indian gentlemen in London 
managing it much under the scale I have quoted One 
Parsee lady, who is living here with her children, says 
she does not find much difference between London and 
Bombay, and that, on the whole, life is more enjoyable 
m London for about the same expenses that j ou incur 
at Bombay Later on, while living with Dr B — 

I find it is not impossible to realize this modest little 
ideal But it entails constant watchfulness, and a 
thorough mastery of the details of what thej call pnees 
current It also means bujwg tilings wholesale, saving 
cab fares by making light of time, generally For thoSe 
who have settled down in London, the living need not 
be much more expensive than m India But house* 
rent, rates and taxes swallow up a goodly fraction of 
the out goings. 

A visitor may spend little on fares and other outdoor 
sundries, if he is not pushed for time. But he cannot 

save time and silver likewise Under Dr B *s 

guidance I have tried various expedients I have taken 
up Bradshaw, radwaj guides, maps, etc., with headache 
as a general result, and previous confusion of ideas worse 
confounded My bump of topography is very defectiv c, 
and often, after ridiculous blundering, I have got the 
'bus to carry me off to the wrong place I cannot bear 
underground travelling, nor a crowded train which sends 
me into fever As a compromise, therefore, I some* 
times walk on straight so far as I can, with the con- 
stables in sight, and then hail a cab for short distances. 
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news between them and as many letters each, before 
thej could make up their minds to subscribe generally 
to the proposals embodied in the tract By the time 
the revised proofs are ready the printer finds it will be 
easier for him to set the matter over again Nearly a 
month and a half passes since " copy was first given 
to the printer, before I get the final proofs The copies 
are ready in less than a week — folded, wrapped and 
addressed by a dozen pair of hands. Then arises a 
new difficulty — the tract exceeds the regulation weight 
This is too much for my patience In desperation I 
resolve to use a double stamp for each of the 5000 
copies But the Postmistress kindly suggests a way 
out of this heavy liability Send all the copies to the 
baker, and have them kept in hts oven — in the process 
of diving the w eight may be reduced Happy thought ' 

Dr B clutches at it I yield but with 'an aching* 

heart Poor daughters of India 1 poor child wives and 
child widows l As if you hadn t passed sufficiently 
long through a fiery ordeal ' Poor orphans bear a 
little more for my sake This may be the last act 111 
the drama of your lifelong Suttee Never mind the 
trouble and pain to me \ou are all the dearer to me 
for the suffering y 011 cause I love you w ith a mother s 
love 

So the ruthless Doctor carries off the Daughters of 
India to the bakers I stipulating piteously that 
none but the baker’s wife shall bake them for the 
British public Arc our troubles at an end now > Not 
quite The copies ported to the House of Com 
mons 3re accepted But the Clerk to the House 
tfi Van-ini -drwJmnr-* *«& »Jj ran. ■mfcss.w/i ratarctfi 
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price This price may he very stiff, but as I have 
explained everything is dearer here than in the East — 
material labour living etc. As to the rest nowhere in 
the world perhaps does business morality stand so 
high as amongst the better class of merchants bankers 
shipowners in England Of course there are black 
sheep everywhere and m every business. A dishonest 
business man m London is out and out the blackest 
sheep m devildom But considering their enormous 
business relations w ith the world it is a wonder we do 
not hear more about failures and frauds and embezzle 
ments amongst the English* # 

Personally I am not fond of your over strict sabba 
tanans m business They live as patterns of piety as 
•marvels of morality But there is an air of unnatural 
ness about them that repels one Some of them go to 
church thrice on the Sabbath and after the usual forty 
winks return to the well ordered meal or the siesta 
They will do nothing for the poor will not allow others 
to do anj thing it being Sunday I wonder if they 
remember Christs words to the pious fool My 

favourite business people are Quakers Pity there 

are not more of them in business Is the Society of 
Friends declining ? 

The more familiar tricks of trade as practised every 
where at shops are underweighing the articles sold 
mixing them with others of an inferior quality showing 
one quality at the window and giving another Of the 
wholesale adulteration and spurious manufacture of 
wine sugar preserves tea cheese butter etc. London 
enjoys a very fair monopoI> But there are sharp 
practices sacred to the London shop keeper which will 
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bear the telling One of these is to reducethe pnces 
» order to catch the 

amount of reduction' A lartmn.,, t j ,d 

tvho'e penny nbere the ^ ^ a % logy 0 f a 

frachon'to £ nd 'of summer ^ A -e 

ambitious plan is to offer - hare 

some such bait, for so J , eating 

collected at the end of a trice 1 p Q „ 

the extent of your dealings w P- , d t v ,th 

the day fixed, the pony or the col. is decUd ™t ^ 

flouers and ribbons, mad j “ h j! a llo)der 0 t tile largest 
then formally presented t , not that the 

number of tickets .The recipient kn^s not . 

cost of the present has been mo«th» ' ^ ^ 

short Heights, bad quahti , a ’ dc]uslon a „ d a snare ■ 
months' custom The prese practice 

These are but a few samples of the P 

noticed b> me , uth the English, 

Comparing the Indian drop Y ^ thenl _ eNcept 
one finds very little to 10 ^ or less flurried in 

perhaps that white the ° rm . t h]S ease In London 

lying, the latter general* “counter The 

you usually find a coo he with lofty unconcern 
English shop boy tells yo H hes un fl m dl 

passing one article “^“Tunless you catch him 
ingly , tells a he “ d „ himpe r an apology, if no 
tripping , and then can tc n a s round a lie as 

one is by The Sco , 5 credl t as shop boy, that 

anybody, with dus o ^ cvc „ ,f you tear him 
nothing will make lum boy 1S easier to deal 

hmb from limb ine M s 
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with His lies arc so loud jou need not prick up jour 
cars to catch them IIis verj generosity leads him 
into excesses lie is not an accurate scientific liar 
Mj impressions of London shop girls m this respect 
arc more favourable. Whether at the shop the open 
stall or booth or in the restaurant they have as a rule 
dealt fairly with the stranger sometimes gencrouslj 
Poor little things hungering for a hind look a kind 
word uhich they seldom get IIow they hover about 
jou clearing the table holding up the things jou want 
explaining the difference between them sometimes 
venturing upon a bit of advice 1 Poor wear} ill paid 
drudges 1 What a mistake >ou are’ What a freak of 
fortune! I almost wish at times the law allowed 
infanticide at the birth of girls like > ou 

It is not unusual to see English boys and girls 
•amusing themselves in a manner that might take ones 
breath awaj Climbing trees and walls rolling down 
the slopes of hills skating jumping across bars and 
through boons — these are some of the common amuse 
ments for children of tender years Boxing and 
wrestling belong to the same order of amusement in 
which the wild beast peeps occasionally out of the 
British nature When English boys or men fight in 
earnest they seem for the moment hi e Nelson to know 
not what fear is I they cannot think of consequences 
Children show the same pluck at a very early age the 
same impulse and resource. One day I saw at Bnxton 
station a trotter of hardly three rushing after an 
express tram wh eh would not stop for him and his 
sister The girl had to pursue and to hold him back by 
main force But I suppose the little fellow felt he was 
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' quite within hrs rights, and perhaps wanted to butt at 
the engine m order to arrest its pr°B«® 
possible nor desirable far unpulse 

this * enfant temble but I '' 1S . erow th 

might sometimes seize our ^Idrcn o^ B thcmsehe , 

when pursuing a career of useiumcss 

and their country life In 

What I saj above applies generally _t . town life 

the country it is sometimes \ery i j dom „ oes 

little bumpkin in the bouse whose eou ■> ta Ke1um 
be> ond blubbering whenever the street ara‘b 
m hand There is hardly an> thing H= choose b twee 
this Hodge m Lunun town and my Bliagla at 

Bu "‘ lcr Of an omnibus ride through tie 

In the course of an , a row 0 f carnages. 

Edgware Road one <;« g l mlS cellaneous 

before me moving slowly along “ . a „d 

crowd of cabs, hansoms 

private carnages large and small 0 s „ ear 

by a pan The coachmen crack the.. 

at some one rn front, but they he 

for all that. I ask the ^ costt r 

explains that the tra c a* He directs my glance 
monger * standin on i j see a miserable 

beyond the carnages, an donkey looking more 

lookmg boy drivin*, , v hicli has been attached a 

woe begone tlian himse used by a 

sort of basket He happens to be m the 

regimental mess in stlcks to hl s rights regard 

middle or the crowd flung after him by the 

1 “* ° f ,h o e f ;taTh ' and fashmn The sight becomes 
minions ot weaiui 
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exciting as a crowd gathers to cheer the costermonger's 
boy At last, one of the coachmen, losing his temper, 
jells out— 11 Look ’ere, Raddishes, *ow long arc ye gotn’ 
to crawl alon’ of this blessed road ? ” The coster- 
monger s boy, who is smoking his pipe serenely, gets 
up, and putting the finger* to the tip of his nose, slaps 
it with the other hand — which means, I suppose, “ I 
don’t care this tap for jou alL” The crowd of boys 
and girls cry hurrah > Stately coachman collapses 

Never having been to a theatre or k dancing saloon 
m England, I cannot say how much of the bad odour 
associated with these haunts of public amusement is 
due to prejudice But, the best of them excepted 
theatres in every large town are likely to do more harm 
than good Author, manager and actor have often to 
, consult a low tast’e, a mawkish sentiment , sometimes 
to create it 

The posturing of men and women for hire, the 
getting up of what is unreal in nature, and merely 
artificial in art cannot but affect the common run of 
play goefs injuriously As an index to the reputation 
they enjoy, one has to see that not a few of the 
theatres and dancing halls in London stand in the 
back slums not far from taverns public houses and 
similar resorts of doubtful utility The smaller of 
such establishments have a tendency to gravitate 
towards the theatres A moist tongue is fit companion 
, to a njoist eye , and the two give their oivner a soft 
moist brain which acts as readily* on his lachrj mal as 
on his risible faculties 

Girls of tender years are generally impressed for the 
ballet, perchance seduced by flattery, intoxicated by 
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applause and thus in some cases rendered insensible to 
the claims of modest) I have observed a nascent 
protest against this particular species of public amuse 
ment and am inclined to think it will work for good 
Amongst indirect results of an excessive love of the 
stage no less serious than the foregoing are late hours 
10 all kinds of weather stimulants late rising bad 
health and worse temper neglect of children diseases 
like consumption and so on 
But it would be absurd to suggest this as a complete 
p cture m itself There is the other side to it at least 
there are a good many redeeming features. 

The theatre is a national institution Neither sermon 
nor law can do much to suppress this form of popular 
excitement The best way is to provide counter 
excitements, health) natural amusements The English 
cannot do without their plays. If the) cant hav£ 
plays of the right sort they mil put up with the wrong 
sort 

An inordinate desire to mike the largest fortune 
Within the shortest space of time appears to culminate 
here m a rage for circulars and advertisements. English 
men spend millions of pounds on these in order to p sh 
their business all over the world I should not be sur 
prised if thej spent more on manufacturing these 
veracious circulars and advertisements than on manu 
factunng their equall) trustworthy wares. It pays 
them — that is all they care for Good men of bus ness 
these advertisers of the West * 

Ever) trade every industrj every art in London 
-floods the streets with its circulars, advertisements and 
handbills. It litters walls windows pavements, making 
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the thoroughfares hideous with large, loud staring ty pc 
Rathv iy stations arc covered over with trade notices, so 
much so, that it is with difficulty a stranger can find 
out the name of the station he is to get out at He 
finds everything else there but the name board he 
wants Tram cars, ’buses, stalls, waggons, wheel- 
barrows, even matchboxes, are clothed with flashy 
advertisements Nay, these are as a rule smuggled 
into the package you bring home from the market — 
fruit, biscuit, fish eggs pastry — all reeking as it were, 
with the smell of specious advertisements 

Look at this placard, representing a bull — a splendid 
animal — about to be, or m the act of being, killed, 
— with the large words explaining — ' Over 60,000 
slaughtered annually for Bouillon rieet a stuff to 
make soup with Whether it mikes anything like 
Soup, it is for the purchaser to find out What I am 
baffled to understand is that men and women should 
stand admiring the scene 

You may see scores of men sometimes hundreds of 
boys m a procession, tricked out in all colours and 
costumes parading the streets every day, with adver 
tisements stuck on to their hats the front and back of 
their coats and so on How piteous is the sight of 
these peripatetic human advertisements 1 What is it 
but shame for a man to expose himself thus ? But the 
men seem to me to be less to blame than their 
employers and the public generally Is it not cruel 
find cowardly to put the image of Sod to such uses ? 
No sight repels me so much as thts and that of the 
black mmstrels, English lads dressed like negroes, their 
faces covered with soot and grease, all but the lips — 



LIFE AS SEEN IN' THE STREETS 1 69 

which makes them look like lepers It sickens me to 
see one of the latter dancing and jabbering before a 
crowd Why, the Collier is a pnnee and a hero by the 
side of this ragamuffin of a knav e. To tlunk that his 
antics should pass for fun * 

Another kind of advertisement may be seen some 
times m the figures of women posted here, there, and 
everywhere The prints represent the women, stand- 
in g or sitting m various postures, all but naked Indeed, 
the very slight covering used in order to elude a stupid 
law makes the figure more hideous in its suggestiveness 
than if it were quite nude. Ail this is done in broad 
daylight, not only to invite the lend to the dancing or 
swimming bout, but also the unwary to a purchase of 
worthless articles Oh, London, London, what is to be 
the end of thy ethics of business * 

Here is a lady’s advertisement , — "A beautiful silver* 
set, bought for £30 only a fortnight ago Owner going 
sway Anxious to give it to a lady for eight guineas ’ 
Women rush after the offer Can’t they see that the 
original seller htmself would be glad to have it back for 
£ 20 * 

There goes a draper's circular, offering to send y ou a 
parcel of "beautifully assorted dresses for mother and 
baby Could not have it under £$ , we will send it to 
y ou for one guinea cash, prepaid This is oar clearance 
sale" 

Perhaps the most tempting circular I have seen is 
this, received in July, 1891, m tip top business form, 
duly dated and signed — 

"Sir, — Having a very large capital at my disposal, I 
am prepared’ fo make tmmetduttir casd advances <0 any 
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amount on note of hand simply. All communications 
treated in the very strictest confidence.” 

.What a windfall! Why, I could marry off all my 
widows in India with the “large capital ” for “imme- 
diate cash ” on “ a note of hand simply.” I would not 
insist upon " the very strictest ” or any other kind of 

“ confidence.” I consult Dr. B about it, and find the 

bait is no better than it should be. These philanthropic 
financiers may never advance you anything in cash or 
kind. But they may make some friendly advances to 
you after you have been entrapped by their overtures. 
They may ask for consultation, stamp registration, and 
other fees, putting off the real ‘‘advance” day after 
day. They may make you ‘pay for the lawyer's draft, 
and may then wriggle out at the last moment Give 
“on note of hand!” If ever they do give, they give 
on nothing short of. security in .gold, silver, house, or 
furniture, at exorbitant rates, and with a tendency to 
foreclose. Many a widow and boarding-house keeper 
has been thus driven upon the streets, after the harrow- 
ing experience referred to No, no, give me my much-, 
abused Marwari money-lender, though he and I have 
never yet shaken hands. 

I am told, however, of a good deal of boftd Jide busi- 
ness done in London this way, which circulars and 
advertisements as a rule only caricature. 

It is not a little humiliating to me to reflect that the 
newspaper press should allow itself, though indirectly, 
to aid and abet this spread of falsehood and indecency 
through advertisements. I can say so consistently, 

• having refused to admit into my little paper trade 
not ; ccs and advertisements about patent medicines, 
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patent only in their glitter of shame But, on the 
whole, it is creditable to the press that the more 
respectable portion thereof do not admit notices that 
are ft igrantly misleading , and that, as a rule, they do 
not honour them with editorial attention 
Whaf a power the Newspaper Press of England is! 
Perhaps the greatest power of our times — greater than 
church greater than state, if it wn!I only know how to 
use itself As it is the Press declares wars, and con 
eludes peace It makes and mars ministries It ever 
cises an almost super regal power over royalty But it 
13 powerful for evil as much as for good For good or 
for evil, honc\er, it isa power to be reckoned with I do 
not see why they still call it the Fourth Estate Let 
us hope, at least, it will deserve in time 1 higher title 
God guide the counsels of the British Press > I one so 
much to it, that it is eas> to forget an) shortcomings if 
ma) have. Its instincts are generally sound, though 
swwj ed by pohej I think the British Tress helps more 
in stimulating than sn educating public opinion And 
some of its \ cry faults m politics and religion seem to 
add to \ls power of stimulating the opinion of the 
countrj Long Inc the Press of England 1 
The same “hall I say of the Press in India, Anglo- 
Indian and Aatne Long maj it live* — figb ting and 
blundering and sometimes plundering , but often show 
Ing its teeth to tyrann> With all its short-comings, 
what a stnde the vernacular press has taken during m> 
bnef experience of tw chc 5 cars ’ What ideas of public 
journalism we used to lm*e in the earl) eighties • I 
remember having read an announcement in aJ! the 
honours of edi tonal tvpc somewhat to this effect — 



172 RAMDLLS OP A PILCriM I ErORMER 

‘ Our this (wif) having taken ill, our daughter Javer 
hid to bring us a cm of hot water Unfortunately, she 
upset the can and scorched herself badly We had to 
attend to this and other troubles , and could not come 
out in time last week ” The reader will please, excuse 
Who could think of publishing such an apology in the 
year of grace 1891 ? Not the smallest print done in the 
obscurest corner of the mofussil 

The Press m India is getting on very well on the 
whole , and the cry to gag it seems to me to be 
amazingly idiotic I say this honestly, though few 
have smarted, as I have, under the stings of the mos 
quitos of the Native Press Of course, there are bad 
papers in India, as there are in England bad ed by 
wolse men from behind the scenes If the public have 
a quarrel with these they will know how to <=ettle it 
Government or thetr officials have really little to fear 
from them But if they violate the cahons of public 
criticism too much, or otherwise abuse their liberty, it is 
open to Government to withdraw their subscription to 
strike out their names from their annual report, and to 
stop the supply of official information to them Be> ond 
this I do not see what the State can do with advantage 
The aggrieved official may prosecute a libeller, as any 
private individual can The revival of a flagging Act 
is out of the question Lord Ripon wrote it off as a 
bad legacy, never again to be bequeathed to his sue 
cessors t 

Among other things. Lord Dufferm once complained 
to me at Simla of the attitude of a section of the 
Native Press towards his Government He spoke as 
an aggrieved parent would speak of spoilt children I 
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explained that, coming after an extrvndy 
Viceroy, he must expect to be victimized to t certa 
amount of misgiving , that the newspaper opnmnd.d 
not always represent public opinion 

friendly chat with propnetors te §, em 

journals, whenever P os5 ^' e ' b “f , he , ims and objects 
possession, as far as might Q f 

of Government There rv as some ^that t ^ 

St T n “ l this might prove to be a 

right ruth the public 1 The Mrp ers ttould go 

information successive Governments 

Whilst venturtng to a^e miiK4 ^ opportun t 0 f 

to this efTect I have n a se nse of the 

bringing home to the T cn)0) a m05 t cnuable 
sacrcdncss of their offi JJ rf the} „ lsh to benefit 

position They must w the British love of 

their country It is as t j ie - ow c this 

freedom as to their ™ t j nt t hc press m India 
position They must rc»*r.ln. ^ ^ Contmcnt 
enjoys greater liber > ^ at R us sia, for instance 

or Europe 15 ,11 sciy veil to conjure 

■The progress of E»s m mtxt „„h it jou 

with But direct 1 } > s „ 3 „d turns to a l.nout 

maj find that the ^ brot hcr> I had rather 

Dost tenon "hat a h ' mor J than Incd under 

rJo^Tdip north, Pen m gab m> hmgh. of 

the goose -quill 
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The ordinary newspaper in London seems to be run 
much more, upon business principles than I expected 
True to its name, it goes in greedily for news — tele- 
grams special reports, and things — employing a large 
staff for the purpose, and L suing several editions daily, 
with one sensation or other for each edition If the 
poor hacks cannot find news, why, I suppose they must 
make it In short, the cheap newspaper seems to go in 
for publicity run mad Whatever the advantages of this 
plan, its drawbacks are certainly more serious What 
is the good of reports of divorce suits, w ith their un 
savoury details, of other scandals and crimes, of suicides 
and murders, every circumstance of which is clothed in 
ghastly realism and appears under bold black headings > 
Whatever good there may be in the thing is more than 
neutralized by the widespread mischief it causes amongst 
Vhe people It must lead inevitably to depraved public 
taste and imitation m evil doing How often do we see 
.servant girls and shop boys poring over Police Court 
reports ? This is the dark side of popular journalism 
in London Respectable journals do not encourage the 
system of newsmongering, and their leaders are master- 
pieces in their way, though often disfigured by party 
spirit. For vitality and resourcefulness the .Native 
Indian Press cannot be mentioned in the same breath 
with the Press in England 

As in making, so also in selling the newspaper, the 
English have an tmmgnse advantage over us in India 
They sell by tens and hundreds of thousands to our 
paltry hundreds Thousands of men and women and 
children are engaged daily, not only for distribution 
from door to door but in selling the copies at railwaj 
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stalls, in the ’bus, the tram-cars, etc. \ ou ^ resh 

boys and girls of hardly sis, rushing off ruth fresh 

editions, and spreading their p aca s ’“° „ 

the thoroughfares, shout the contents and drive a roaring 
trade for'the hour The, up fte Hus going » ‘ 

speed, and after hanking the paper for a few ^ minxes 
jump done, in order to catch another bus Each h^ to 
sell some fifty copies befort the can * W? » 

P Ts for despatl, I havtfonly.o «c„Uon a bo^running 
up to my carriage at ' . l on g before 

mth the famtliarcry o ‘ by *5 forelock 

it IS morning This u> j , her 

“bW^^cifaenTanl' partial,, subsidised by 

the State Exhibition, opened b> the 

Beginning with the 1 Great ^ ^ a hun g 

Prince Consort in 1 S, M t1ie Londoners count 
memento in the Crys , Q f which thej are 

about a doren of these natio Inventlons , on d 

justlj proud Tte F n Exhibitions, one much of their 
the Colonial and In Following in the steps 

success to the Prince nlll be best - remembered, 

of his renowned fat . ^ immense l, popular 

perhaps, as th^P wrW „„ committees harder 

movements, H it-, As a result, these Exbibi 

than many other “ ” M Then came the Danish, the 

VS^eT^ich, die Irish Eth, Unions, meeting with 
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more or less success, followed by the Military, the 
Naval and the German Exhibitions Most of these 
latter groups seem to have been managed by private 
companies, with an eye to business The) could hardly 
prove such an unqualified success as the former. But, 
still, they have been witnessed by millions, with no less 
profit to the promoters than instruction and amusement 
to the public. 

I am myself a poor sight seer, \ ery shy of crowds, and 
with but little leisure on hand For ) ears I have given 
up sight seeing on purpose, as also study and culture 
Human progress is my only study now , human nature 
my only interest Besides, I have weakened my eye 
sight, not so much by consuming the midnight oil as by 
straining the eyes in search of beauty in nature and art 
'How long have I watched the moon courting the sea , 
‘the stars frisking and gambolling in the silver sky , the 
w md playing, with pity or passion, to the hill the river, 
the streamlet, abashed by his boisterous wooing To 
climb mountain sides in order to catch the sun peeping 
out of his cerulean chamber, or to witness his unwilling 
entry into it, to the music of birds and the dancing of 
beasts around — to lose myself in solitary rambles, 
keeping the eye on the rack for hours — this was the 
delight of my earlier days But I overdid it, and have 
had to bear the consequences My eyesight was given 
to me not merely for my own selfish enjoyment What 
is ones knowledge of art, science, literature if acquired 
for himself at the expense of the mo|t precious gift of 
life ? I see my mistake perhaps too late for myself 
but not for others 

Don’t I use glasses ? OF course I do as a necessary 
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evil The wearing of them is no pleasure, nor do I use 
them m pursuit of pleasure. My glasses are reserved 
for business I can't bear to use them when looking at 
a pretty face or picture they show blemishes in beauty 
I "ant my ideals to be perfect , I prefer to believe them 
so What has one left to admire if even his ideals begin 
to show flaws * Besides, the extravagance and venality of 
art dnve one more and more to puntanism as he grows 
Thus it is, that I am seldom drawn to art galleries 
and shows. But I make a point of visiting the Naval 
and the German Exhibitions The latter intecests me 


more though in saying so I run the risk of displeasing 
some of my readers It has more variety, more general 
interest. The German band is a novelty to me, so are 
the German faces, and lastly, the German exhibits The 
Naval appears to be on a smaller scale The Panorama 
of the Battle of Trafalgar disappoints me But that* 
apart, it is a thoroughly representative show, of which 
the English may well be proud And they are, you 
may be sure Don’t they go to it in crowds ? — men 
and women and children, from prince to peasant, from 
Dowager Duchess to dancing girl, grandma with 
H'anna’s joungest baby in her arms grandpa with his 
httle ducky in the perambulator , old and young, rich 
and poor, healthy and invalid , all garing chattering, 
laughing, drinking, munching cake or fruit before your 
eyes! Yes, sir, making love to each other, and looking 
saucily at you if > ou happen to be a marjoy 1 Come 
in, ladies and gentlemen there is ample accommodation 
for jou all, more than enough attraction What with 
the exhibits, parades drills, music, and working of 
machines, what with the food and drink available, not 


N 
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one of you need remain uninterested nor go away dis 
appointed There is life for you all, lively enough to 
prove the death of your distracted critic And above 
all there are the inevitable advertisements telling all 
the lies that liar ever told without coming into the 
clutches of a he encouraging law 

Among the sights that interest me most in London 
ire Westminster Abbey the Houses of Parliament, 
St Pauls Cathedral the Crystal Palace Hampton 
Court, the South Kensington Museum of Natural 
History the Art Gallery the British Museum Madame 
Tussauds Exhibition and the Zoological Gardens 
The Abbey as well as the Cathedral rather fall short 
of my expectation But they are striking enough and 
their associations invest them with a grandeur of their 
own The interior is adorned with fine statues worth 
‘study and n orthy of a pilgrimage from the East As 
works of art however they hardly come up to similar 
collections on the Continent The absence of the 
painters skill again is keenly felt here as one is re 
minded of the conspicuous part that branch of art plays 
in the decoration of places of worship elsewhere Nor 
is it cheering to see the fair sex jealously shut out of 
these sacred national wilhallas There is not a single 
bust in the Abbey or the Cathedral that I could see 
devoted to the memory of a woman This omission 
cannot be accidental If it is designed it may be taken 
as another instance of the disfavour with which Mother 
Church has viewed the liberation of her daughters from 
religious thraldom Is it not too late now to deny that 
there have been w omen in England worthy of a place 
side by side with some of their illustrious countrymen 
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good to the Opposition The Duke speaks with his 
wonted fire His is the speech of the evening, so for as 
it tmprcsscs mj Lords though I feel it is the speaker’s 
personality more than the pertinence of his remarks 
that so impresses the audience Lord Northbrook 
follows the Duke with equal warmth Here my friend 
comes up from one of the Opposition benches, and we 
walk out after a few minutes' whispered conversation 
How like our Dm an i-Kiias and Dman-i-Am of 
old arc these Houses of Parliament! And jet how 
much more unlike, both in themselves as national in- 
stitutions, and in their modes of transacting business 
After seeing what little I have seen of British par- 
liamentary life I have no reason to be aslnmed of the 
manner or the spirit of similar work done in India — 
for instance, in the dajs of Akbar No less real than 
•imposing were those Darbars, presided over by the 
Grand Moghul, and attended bj Hindu as well as 
Mohammedan counsellors, representing- different in- 
terests and opinions Akbar welcomed even Zoroas 
tnans and Christians to help to build up the unity of his 
Empire and add to the happiness of his subjects When 
will enlightened Christian England admitus Indians to the 
Councils of the Empire or to the Command of the Army ? 

The Crystal Palace is my special favourite. It is 

near enough to Dr B ’s , and as I do not care for 

theatres, music halls, the Aquarium and so on, I make 
the most of this palace of crjstal and endless curiosities 

The Natural History Museum interests me much 
more than the British Museum of Antiquities The 
plants flowers, birds, beasts, and other trophies pro 
ducts of flora and fauna that I see in the former, are so 
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life like They arc wonderfully well stuffed, and sur- 
rounded by their natural accompaniments This, to me, 
is the perfection of art It is only from very near that 
you find life wanting m these interesting objects — and 
then only that wanting to mark it off from Divine work 
manship 

I am not sufficiently learned to fill m love with the 
Museum of Antiquities The broken pieces of stone, 
iron and brass , the pots and pans, belts and buttons 
a nd other dead bones of history, pointed out to me, 
throw their charms away on a hopeless ignoramus. 

Dr B expatiates eloquently on their genuineness 

and their value as connecting links between past and 
present I can only shake my head moodily If the 
blessed things are real I leave them for real lovers of 
antiquities In another room I try to snatch an in- 
terview with Queen Cleopatra’s Mummy without 
success The sight of her companion in the silence and 
helplessness af death haunts me for days I would 
rather visit a charnel house that is real, more recent 
The beads and bone ornaments used by living savages 
come nearer my rude comprehension than all these 
fossils of ancient fashion and rehes of royalty 

Far better than these I like some of the inmates of 
Madame Tussaud s Exhibition What a wonderful show 
»t is! I begin with the Indian Anglo Indian and 
Afghan celebrities on the ground floor Some of them 
are wrongly numbered thus giving rise to ludicrous 
mistakes But they are life like one and all The 
figure that strikes me as most curious among the vast 
variety exhibited on the top floor is the one with its 
head nodding every minute 11 1 mistake not, it is old 
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Mr Cobbett with a snuff taking face that winks know- 
ingly at you as soon as you smile recognition The 
Sleeping Beauty is another remarkable piece of art — a 
lady asleep with the breast gently undulating in mu 
tation of nature We do not care to visit Madame s 
Chamber of Horrors to be introduced to many of the 
criminals and cut throats known to history We have 
just had our throats cut by the waiter at the restaurant, 
who charged us half a crown for two plates of mud 
water which he passed off as mulligatawny soup There 
were horrors enough in that costly repast 

The Zoological Gardens in Regents Park are even 
more interesting to me Here one feels as if moving 
about amongst his kith and kin all of them real and 
alive — very much alive indeed judging from theovertures 
made to me by a greedy old beast of a baboon I have a 
friendly chat with some of these poor relations listen to 
the song of the birds a chorus in a sort of universal bird 
language I admire thehmhs of the antelopes and the 
giraffes shudder at sight or the pigs and the rhinos and 
humbly salute His Majesty of the African desert as he sits 
like a grand old Nawab wipinghis moustache after dinner 
It is a sight more striking than pleasant to see the lions 
tigers leopards wolves foxes seals &c tearing away at 
junks of beef or gobbling down fish mice and other 
live food throw n to them by the keepers What is even 
less pleasant to me is the applause of a crowd of men 
and women as thej witness these proceedings 

The parks of London arc my favourite resorts of an 
afternoon later they become croiytled and undesirable 
after eventide. What an aid they are to health ! What 
a relief to mind and body 1 What a delight to the eye! 
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Hjde Part, St James's, Kew, puXTach 
and many another parad.se P 1 dlsm P al fog , an d, 

of them forms an oasis in this dreary att|mes 

brightening the landscape an pun y people, 

ridding ,t of the germs of epidemics of 

rich and poor, seem to know 5 every after 

health, judging from the ‘”™“ se of mus , c , nsld e, shows, 
noon, by river and rail B »|> ness of >th c Tarks, 

games, picnics, add to tne family from the 

which, in this way, keep many a s t0 be fine 

grog shop, especially if the w ea search of 

There go a knot of '-fanSderly Darby and Joan 
quiet corners Here you leaning against each 

couple, spread out on tlia c : bllSS by the hfiur 

other, and drinking »n t children, frisking and 

Yonder jou see a group of rasgc about the 
jumping, rolhrtg down sl«P«. a u ^ f „ Cjl l,c leader 
grounds, who will com P w tt ( roe the toimc I If 
asking ‘Tlcase, sir, l r <Coscwc are goin’ ome 
> ou ask why, he w »U answc % ^ l|tUc children ! 

1 hey must be home befor 1 E h , hKCi , r , t rested n ith 
they would rather spend >"' » h k j,f c than of 

them We in India know ° f “J^our with us. 
the club life which is I“ 5 ' P k5 E of London , wc also 
Isot only do wc "' 3 '' pt „,n of them 
lack the Londoner s app dcn , London seems to 

Though rich in parks ^ , )pvc < c( m „ot one 

be miserablj poor m 1 , q matc j l our Crawford 

worth mentioning , n . bmU and worse kept, 

market. Coacnt &nd „ mc , search of font 

1 haic visited 11 half JJ.llingsgatc is about 

and acgctablcs, with Dr 
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the same The only time I called there I found it 
deserted by the fish wives Some of the markets on 
the Continent compare very favourably with those in 
London, but even the former hardly seem to rival our 
little gem 

Both at Covent Garden and at the shops I have seen 
fruit and \egetables rotting for want of timely disposal 
Beautiful pine apples, peaches, apples pears , fine man- 
goes, pomegranates, water melons, figs, sugar melons, 
coming over from the Continent or the West Indies, may 
be seen at the same stalls for u eeks , yet the seller won’t 
sell them under his pnee I have paid as much as a 
shilling for one peach , at other times buying a basket- 
ful for cightecnpcnce You could hardly expect to buy 
a decent pine apple under six shillings till the canker 
has eaten well into its core. And then the man will 
rather cut it up into slices than sell it as it is Ttw 
shopkeepers 1 now bnnjals and other vegetables coming 
over from T ranee. Thc> ask the customers ' what them 
furrin things arc, * and how they arc to be cooked ? In 
short, the better sorts of \cgctablcs and fruit are just 
stru E£hng into favour with Lnghshmcn If a company 
of foreigners, including Indians, were to nurse the 
business, the} might make handsome profits, besides 
educating the dull and conscrvatw e British appetite 

One of the saddest sights I have seen in London is 
that of the organ grinder It mi} be a man or a woman 
Tins latter is generally a foreigner, looking like an 
Italian, with a couple of birds in a-cagc deposited on the . 
top of her instrument (of torture) There she stands, 
one arm al imho, with the other ptjing the handle, 
■fihiwgwy'Ahf* Amw.wsw and I'nair, Anr u v.hRr>r 



Lira, AS SEEN IN ™E STREETS 

tli at comes m her way She seldom asks, seldom grum- 

b '?here is another class of organ panders notably 
English, who do the streets, so many c ry f off 
use larger instruments, and seem H ^ ^ stree t by 
and on you are treated to \ oca Th parade the 

men who have nothing else o a tale 0 f woe 

street, hand in hand singing or *» t 'Ome, 

Once I heard an elderly tramp sing Om*Stg* 
m tones so sweet as to dme one away from ^ ^ 
These itinerant music makers aav as 

alert They dread the the Police 

fast as they can at sight of him vr 

Code- cites them as a public heard , n Engl *«d 

Perhaps the sweetest stree b i m d woman, 

was at Brighton, one ev ® nin “ , . r a i ar ge crowd 
apparently Irish, stood m e delicate outlines, 

She had a very comely face with H cr 

the loss of eyesight * times tremulous with 

voice was soft and mu Land wltb exquisite 

emotion. She sang Tie words— "Is it there 

feeling, and as slit “ mc , ->• s lic seemed to move 

sweet Mother, that radian anticipation The 

forward in an ecstasj ° “ ^ cU m jtchcd b> the 

acting of this question was ' Not there not 

action acconipanjmg '= ^ture in man; aneje, 
there, mj child’ T " crc 

besides the singer’s, that caen » dc hcre of another 
. A passing mention ma> * bJ , sencroble 

kind of street music-t^ of [he e u«b or 

looking tramp, on hold u little water in them, 

tumblers, ate emptj , o'™' 
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perhaps in order to adjust the tones or to make them 
uniform Here stands our aged musician in a corner, 
passing his fingers airily over the edge of the glasses, 
and eliciting some of the sweetest strains I have heard 
in undertone This time he is playing a hymn, the 
words of which I cannot catch His best hit is said 
to be ** Home, Sweet Home ’ He reminds me very 
much of Maula Bux with his Jaltarang on cups and 
saucers 

Another sad but unattractive sight one encounters m 
the streets is that of the knight vagrant of paint and 
brush He is a sort of amateur painter in colours who 
draws capital figures on the pavement and then stands 
near his handiwork, hat m hand mutely mvtttng the 
passer by to patronize hts evanescent art He seems to 
be a pessimist, evety inch of him, enamoured of his 
dull aimless existence 

More interesting than this is the sight of blind 
people sitting at corners, neatly dressed- singing quietly, 
as if to themselves, or reading aloud from the Bible by 
the feel 

One of the queerest sights is presented by ladies 
parading the streets with pet dogs held by chains on 
whom they seem to lavish all their affection Here 
goes one of these dressed up dolls carrying a pet in 
arms more fondly than she is e\ er likely to carry her 
own offspring The sight is rendered more incongruous 
by her husband or brother walking listlessly beside her, 
w ithout offering to relieve or even to escort her through, 
a crowd I am inclined to sympathize nth the husband 
or brother 

V'Viinrg, us hilss. w. th/t CcyitaJ. BoJana, l m 
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cashing and wringing Ins frame He turns awaj in 
disgust, .and I cannot help joining the laugh against 
him, little knowing how very near is my own turn 
Next morning I go out to the Bank with my land- 
lady's daughter as a guide. Poor Annie pilots me 
through the rocks and shoals of street arabism I am 
dressed m a loose flannel suit, such as we often use in 
India on a rainy day They do not seem to use flannel 
here, save for cricket or lawn tennis So, near Padding- 
ton Station, I am assailed with the sneering question — 
“Yaw, gov'nor, fome day for crceckit ’ ” (It was 
drizzling) I turn to Annie for explanation, as 
" Crocodile ” turned to me yesterday I make up my 
mind to discard flannel But that is not enough for 
tormentor After disappearing for a minute he 
returns to the scene with two or three other imps of 
mischief, and cries out — ‘ Jim, look at ’is ’at, look at is 
’at, Jim , hoo, look at ’is ’at, Googe Annie apolo- 
gizes and explains that Indian pugarces are new to 
these boys — “though I am sure we like them ’ She is 
right Scarcely have we come to a turning when two 
or three ladies ivalk up to me, and one of them asks if 
I’ll let them look at my hat These ladies are not 
street arabs Annie suggests they may be photo 
graphers or artists Very likely But I would rather 
not give them a fitting 

Some of the street cries of London are very like the 
cries of our Indian hawkers The words, of course, 
are quite different, but the sound is almost the same in 
both The first cry one hears on getting up is the cry 
of “papeaw’ , that is, paper or newspaper, with a variety 
of- names, rattled- off. hjj hrojs. Towards, the. eyen mrg 



LIFE \S SEEN IN THE STREETS 

this ts heard at its best m Ore C.ty-spa sh. rl (sp=c,al^ 
Fryfuasden (frightful accident), father 
(Mother collaose of a City Bank). ^ O to » 
hate not much m Indi'a. The “hnU 
mere, or imho," that is u“l “ ' a pity— but 
Tto sellers from ou^ milk- 

the voice is so mueh 'iU ate (o hear a , e Lon . 

maids m the mofussil, that 
don '* Miho ” in India, I could hardly tell 

distance from the lactic^ dnjt ^ utterlj 

similantj m the sounds, th ^ Or, has 

different, an accident or P t ? 

England borrowed the soun s ro that I hate 

There are man> f cos , er mongers hankhK 

listened to with mtercs Hwe „ thc dower ncndi 

v egctables, fruit, flow .ca. ^ blinch _them beautiful 

at the station, tilth her r > ^ 3 penny please 

flowers— all for a penn), ' prctt) but for 

Hotter girls m London hate the 

underfeeding and exposu . , do not think thc> 

prettiest noses I ha « ^"^gardencr.) of Surat 
come up to our ini.mtii his ‘ t puns a 

Then there is the stria . t Or the fish bo>, 
pun s>ro bree (Mt "'J, „ h thrupuns a p.ntl.o 
tilth his cr> of Ell pint ) fresh t aJ 

(Alive .lmmps, h *- P 

tnachrclsho, s.v. for a shilling 1 mc _a Miow tilth 

There .s one street co tljatoa^ (,erj 

a sort or Stndhi hat, ” ^ (y frcsh crc imi I 

much life our s*ree ct>^ to bnott ttliat wonder 

follou the haw her abo • 50 c , lbl) Unab e to 

i* is whose \irtucs ° 
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mike head or tail of it, I appeal to Dr , who 

unravels the mystic triplet — “ Cichtmalai, nasty fly, 
make baby cry " The man is selling fly paper to catch 
flies on His cachtmalat , translated into Queen’s 
English, is catch them alive 

Perhaps the queerest street cries I have heard arc 
those set up by an old clothes gatherer, and a man 
hawking “fresh oysters,” but many days old "Oin 
bom ould cilose," (I buy old clothes) , “ Me bom-bom- 
me boi ould lumber * And *' freshoishter, shweetoish- 
ters, foinoishters ’ (fresh, sweet, fine, oysters) Poor old 
Irisher ' He fs dead, and no one has jet risen at Nun 
head to treat us to " freshoisters,’ at sight of which the 
stomach is apt to revolt 

©ne more street cry — or -the bustling little shoe 
black — “ Shoe-blake, Sir, shoine, sir, shotne ? ” 

* Looktng at a crowd of London roughs, one feels that 
the brute instinct of the Bnton has not left him quite. 
The love of fight for the sake of blood still clnjgs to 
the people You will often see a big boy thrashing a 
small one , and a crowd looking on and cheering the 
small one, till he is “ smashed up ” Then the crowd 
remonstrates with the bully Perhaps the small one 
likes his baptism of blood Perhaps his father or friends 
wish him to rough it out for himself • 

In out of the way places you may witness cock fights 
and dog fights at certain hours Look at the faces of 
the dog and its owner carefully You may be excused 
for imagining traces of a common parentage between 
them One knows not which is the more repulsive of 
the two From a moral point, of course, that of the 
owner of the dog What a specimen of humanity! I 
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doubt ,f the world holds another such H 'anguage 
is about as human as are h.s looks The t«®™ 
belonging to thru class are not positively ug£. 
they make themselves so with drink u 
faces amongst them such as could hardly be matched 

outside the Zoo , __ r ee i s 

..Bloody cheek that” E^^Terson.s homes 
scratched in the arm by two o » seg •> f, e re 

on a spree “Bloody cheek, losmg 
peats, as he sees the driver ***B*f£ what is I 
The driver apologizes ,na ' y ’ Cad £ Cr an d dnver 
to do with them Moody hamuiaj ^ ^ ^ drlves 

C^S^errema.s.W,ehum, 
from ,he h ° rs “- 3n * 

that he did not care now London streets 

Of all the expletives: I hi "^““^bloodycheek, 

this..bloody”seemstobeth^ ^ bloody flowcr 

bloody hard, bloody N j may explain 

(blood and flower in one treat ) __ ^ means „ othl „g 

to my Indian reader that > ( impudcn ce It has 

more dreadful than as explained in 

nothing to do -^" c annot possibly make out 
learned lexicons , hc British rough get this 

for myself «— " h “ a „d why does he use it so often 

hideous expletive fr , dll , r whose business is with 

Has he got it from th ^ ^ th= butche r , or , do es 
blood ? or, has n t. > Q ur terms of abuse or 

he owe it to his ® cnou „ h m any of them being 
mm3tt m .he finale relatnes of the party abused or 
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reproached That shows the Oriental’s respect for the 
sex Here, in England, the aggriev ed seems to thirst for 
blood You smell blood in his protest, In his familiar 
conversation , there is blood even in lus jokes when 
John Bull is in a jocular mood Who can say how much 
of the blood tliirstmess and blood-guiltiness of the peo- 
ple is due to tins love of blood, or how much of the 
latter is due to his innate supply of bad blood ? 

* * 

* 

And now farewell to London 1 Dirty little pool of 
life, that has grown and expanded into an ocean — the 
biggest, the muddiest, and yet the healthiest of this iron 
age 

Great in varieties, great in contrarieties , unequalled 
in 4lie power of contrasts and mthe wealth of extremes , 

I sit entranced, watching the divergent forces The 
fioise and bustle — the everlasting clang of feet, the 
whistling of engines and smoking of chimneys — are 
music to my ear But it is music which, like my native 
tom tom, I should prefer hearing at a safe distance 



CHAPTER VI 

THE CONTINENT RECONNOITRED 

fans — Cologne — Munich — Ober Ammergau — Florence— Rome — 
St. Peter's— The Vatican— Naples— Venice — The Passion 
Play at Ober Ammergau — Trieste, Tno Dajsof Suspense— 
Trieste to Bomba) — A Channel Crossing — Some other Con 
tinental Cities 

Tms morning, the 15th of September, 1S90 , 1 lease 
London for Pans with Dr B— , u ho kindly undertakes 
to see me off at Trieste; after a run across those parts of 
the Continent which we missed on our way up Dr 

B knows London as probably few bom Londoners 

do He can name all the streets, lanes and bjeJanes, 
can ferret out the darkest hole therein, running into 
comers like a rat, to save time He carries a map or aU 
the railway, tram and bus stations, of all the steamer 
lines, on the palm of his hand. It is seldom that he needs 
to look at the map or question a constable. And then 
oftener than not, he has to correct his informant. He is 
familiar with almost the whole of England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and knows a good deal of the Continent 
too, haung lived m some parts for study and visited 
others in search of healtlt. lie has also been to 
Australia and the United btitcs. His company is in- 
* ,- “pcnsabIc to me It costs but little Rcallj we two 

o 
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together spend less thin when I am travelling by 
myself 

I say good bye to all the stations from Nunhead 
to Dover, nc\cr again being liKcIy to return that 
way 

The Channel is rather boisterous, but we keep walk- 
ing the deck all the while, after a simple fare Going 
into Trench territory, we find it looks somewhat like my 
own Gujarat The soil is very rich — a contrast to some 
parts of England Tor the first time I see bullocks in 
the fields at St Just We reach Pans in the evening 
Lcav mg our things at the Hdtcl Aloderne w e go off for 
a walk and a look at the streets Rows of people are 
sitting at their meals outside the restaurants and some 
of them inside Many of them arc sitting in groups 
like so many separate families It is a very fine picture, 
all laughing talking, sipping wine or coffee But the 
picture looks scarcely homelike to me. They arc a 
quiet cleanly lot, showing no traces of drunkenness — 
another contrast in favour of France But the people 
in the streets have a look of dependence and discontent, 
and are by no means so robust and pushing as the 
English Here is a feather an England s cap The 
Parisians seem to work leisurely as in an Indian city 
and are equally languid in the street You mis? in 
them the hurry and bustle of the. London crowd 

As in drink so in dress and fodd the Parisians have 
much finer instincts They seem to prefer bread milk, 
grapes or other fruit or vegetable, to the bacon, ham, 
cheese, and beer which Londoners of the same class are 
wont to eat 

We have no time, for sight seeing and no inclination 
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Of the few sights we stumble upon by eccident l can 

recalf Snly the Galleries and the tomb of Napoleon 
This latter ,s a splendid work of art, representing 1 <*= 
emperor m h,s full glory-wrth so many of the b av e t 
of the time at his feet But where is he J 

of Napoleon reads like a Persian story out of the Sha 
nameh! Wld, the simple well worn nrorf-pnde goet 
before destruction Poor old Nap > I had assort ^ ^ 

miration for hurl even when J career 1 He 
water bound prison What a Uke care 

was badlj needed to quicken the blood «rE«l-£r 
nating in venal and voluptuous rep activity He 

complete rousing, shook her in ° d the as hes 

gave her a new life, but buried himseb under 

of the old aTmlSrP^udicc 

Bonaparte was a far greater 

will ever acknowledge . which even tlie 

But there are phases of ' W notloar-thnr 

souls of Napoleon and A,ex “" f , he slg ht And 
genius seem, .0 bar e ^^^n's ?ctch_7V 
jet they are more or le h ^ ^ 

iegood, tcdogxd . , ‘ rnc: from above 

though least attamab esm' ^ , y dc p C ndent upon tile 
and without The la ^ ^ coroJlcts to man , king- 
former What arc orop urcd with the power of 

doms and principalities. ■ B an am b,tion worth 
being good, of doing £°° 

hung for Pans, as the season has just 

Wc expect no fnends ^ ^ ^ one dcar as a brother 
ended Onl> on = fn “ . scC ,ng we have caught La 
But that cannot oe n f ’ ^ a lovely trance Some 
Belli runs asleep » o 2 
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day we must see her aglow with life, in the drawing- 
room or on the promenade 

After a day and a half in Paris we push forward to 
Cologne. Great are the straits to which John Bull is re- 
duced while travelling, not knowing how to talk with 
the “ furriner ’ who asks for an examination of his lug- 
gage in a crowded train at I AM It is very vexatious 
AU of us have to take our things out John is sulktly 
polite to “Monsoor,” but swears viciously behind his 
back . The inspector is over strict with him, peeping 
into his letters and papers, emptying his hat box, &c 
He lets us off easily seeing we are strangers *' Hang 
itl how lucky some people are’ growls John This 
frontier inspection is really a nuisance Why perpetuate 
a rahc of barbarism f The inspector pops in at unholy 
hours, takes you and your luggage out, and coops up 
both for a time in a bleak cold room Italy and Ger- 
many seem to delight in thus persecuting passengers 
John Bull assures me it is mainly to extort blackmail 
On the other hand, I see that Mrs J B has something 
like a mama for smuggling She will do it,* if only to 
overreach that heathen J3ut 4 apart from this Christian 
consideration, I think she d$t» the thing often for the 
love of it It is a weakness with the*sev She has an 
eye for curios and souvenirs which she will convey into 
the corners of her multifold drapery What is tra\elling 
worth, without the privilege of these petty little 
larcenies J 

As we proceed, wc find a simpler life everywhere, 
drawing nearer to India The people arc simple — men 
and women carrying loads, barefooted At Cologne we 
have the hottest and the noisiest tram ride I doubt if 
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Bombay could be hotter, and thc people ccem to 
work more heart, ly than m Bombay On theBavanan 

side M pass through a fine country looking rema kal bly 

like India in the habits of the people and their y 

Pl NSt"dayue leave for Munich, and glad ue are to 
get there It ,s a very interesting old 
load streets, clean and sneet, 

side stalks as unde as our roads Th Mumch %iears a 

to its industrial activity h ourselves for a 

decidedly prosperous look We enj y^ ^ of „ s 

day at the picture galleries, fertile, 

traditions The Austrian . crovvlhere for 

studded with valleys and !^ d hlUs delight me vtry 
the first time ^^££££*1 of.he Ghauts, 
much Going on to Ala, 1 ma „„,6cence. 

The scene strikes me by ‘J? CI lu by a brandi 

This noon tve leave for Ober Ammcrga ^ 
railway The country strctc * ® j ovcr vvltli rivers, 
spreads itself out l»ke a carpe , enchanting 

hills dales, a picture of ruml beaot ^ ^ 

indeed After two ^"'""‘ Tla, are vciy 
horse ca-nage with two ic t]lc aaJ from India 

kind to tlie pilgnms coming „ sc cavalcade or caravan. 
Me proceed slowly an ™ hc ma „agcm=nt of it. They 

lisTe m vvork'hld.but Tle^awooil 1 

influv Wcareputupa HcrrSpc,g c sajoii} _ 

carver, and looks hhej^ mnocc „ a i, ls wife attends 

if n Jew he l>c, an ]f ^ j, cre would the poor 

to business forlum ^ without that masterful wife? 

man and lus large fam«l> be wit 
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Her daughters arc equally business-like ; tlie sons seem 
to be loafers. Lena is told off to look after our room. 
She apparently a bright hearty worker, but is so tired 
just now that we catch her crying. We spare her all 
needless trouble. That puts her on her mettle, and a 
few purchases of the local art-work through her give the 
girl a new interest in the signors. Lena speaks decent 
English, and can run up her account quicker than she 
can return you the balance of your sovereign She 
poutt very prettily when chaffed for her sharp practice 
She is as arch as she is pretty ; but* from the way in 
which she thrusts a certain cdb-driver upon us whenever 
we want a drive, we sec that a certain rivulet of human 
affection has drifted towards a big ipeberg. 

Ikcna has a younger sister, looking older and stouter. 
She is positive in manner, and very tooth-achy. But 
she gives us excellent fare. Her bill is very stiff, but 
' we do # not grudge it at all She takes the gold from 
the table, and quickly puts dow n the balance in siher 
.and copper. I push back the balance towards her with 
a smile She takes it up demurely, with a slow, de- 
liberate, well masticated, ‘VCdnk you, sir.” She offers 
me a nice, warm, sisterly hand to shake ; Lena offers 
her cheek. 

The Germans are hard smokers and heavy eaters, 
and drinkers of beer ; but they are not drunkards, so far 
as we can see. We do not meet with a single instance 
of wrangling in the streets of Ober Ammergau, with all 
the crowds swarming over the village. The streets are 
all clean, the crowds peaceful — people walking leisurely 
in small knots, each their own w ay. The villagers look 
htappy. ' T jhitrvr0nieirseeni*ro 1 -ije'veiy hrospttitiie. Brfti. 
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doors in the evening on chairs, stools etc., men and 
women apart, in a group gossiping singing eating, 
just like our Indian villagers. Inside the villagers 
house we sec a bedstead with one or two old chairs 
sometimes a table for furniture The house is often 
made up of a shop in front and a bach room for the 
famd> 

The Picture Gallery at I lorcnce seems to me to be, 
perhaps the best I have seen Paris and Munich mahe 
a good show in statuar> but not so good as I lorcnce , 
whilst for paintings I lorcnce surpasses both of them in 
quality and quantitj The stud) of heads alone is a 
splendid treat besides the designs sketches, coins and 
so on But as I return home to the hotel I muse — W hat 
is att this to the people the hewers of wood and drawers 
of water* And what is it now to the founders* Oh 
vrmty of vanities 1 

Prom Florence we hurry oft to Rome This hurried 
travelling mars a good deal of its interest. Rapid 
change of air, water food suspended functions and 
sundered associations — all tell upon one s health But 
wecannothclp it. Lifeistoo short even for pilgrimages 

Rome presents a capital outlook as we enter The 
Grand Hotel stands in a noisy quarter but it is very 
convenient with tram tram bus donkey cart cab — all 
at hand Standing at the window we see liappj busy 
crowds below They are very interesting but slow 
Somehow the Italians strike jou as a fallen race, 
certainly as fallen behind in the race of life We secure 
an enthusiastic Roman as our gu de a citizen member 
of the Municipality He is an excellent fellow throws 
'rtfui’inw.-uiV anA’icc, afcnftfifi. xfi 
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the history of his race at heart, which he explains with 

a face all aglow , * , . ^ , n 

The service at St Peter’s is very like what we se 
Pars, and Hindu temples The interior wergta V°“ 
down with its gloomy splendour, itself ove * , 
thick air of mystery We see sinners ^kragfcrgive 
ness on the knees, sobbing out their 
of repentance How often do they ° 
week And yet they feel the need of doing it over 

aS The priests pray for the sinners, gj£ 

’ in a high pitch of voice with nphfted hands, 

much like our priests The censers, « d ut 

mgs com, and cloth, all remind me of g fife 
East What is Rome but the nasr 
traditions but Eastern ? _ h ever * 

St Peter’s is the most p can „ot 

yet seen Our Tajmahal is y f rom w liat 

attempt a description of it m*isp urpassed m „s 

little I have seen, it is devoted to religion 

magnificence of wealth an ^ & wt h its columns, 

The interior looks grand £“ E These, with their 

domes and pamtrngs by old master ^ ^ 

precious collections ^ to us , Ufting 
them a history, which tte E» .^cement, 
us off our legs, as he u P and are struck dumb 

We dart through the Va tte Irosprtals, 

bysomcofitsmasterp (Uth hls Swiss guards, 

the colleges, the Top f It JS a mm iature 

all bespeak a little king of ast g i or y It is a 

_I dare not atest sovereignty wielded 

remnant of, perhaps, t. 
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by man on Gods earth, greatest, because wielded in 
Gods name 

The fountains of Rome arc a feature in themselves — 
charming and significant conceits — here combining all 
the winds, there all the rivers of the world These and 
other works of art we manage to glance at. 

The city of Rome is a world m itself Some of the 
deserted parts show the most notable sights of anti- 
quity, scattered all over their extent In every street, 
almost, there is something curious or interesting to 
show to the student of human progress — trophies of 
victory achieved by a nation now lying at the feet of a 
modern world, with even its modern grandeur gone 
\Ye are shown the new church of St Paul building, 
the old Forum, the Colosseum, houses of famous men, 
^ancient temples, altars, pulpits &c, that we have read 
of in Roman history We have been on our legs almost 
the whole day, and return to the hotel faint and weary, 
but w ith a sense of inexpressible satisfaction, not un 
mixed with sorrow 

Rome, City of Priests — honest, devoted uninquinng, 
ubiquitous, repulsively rotund — what a future thou hast 
to look forward to * Rome, City of Ruins — scenes of 
glory alike with shame and iniquity that pass the 
imagination of poets ! We listen to the guide breath 
less, as breathlessly he expatiates on thy chequered 
past What a past to look back upon 1 

From Rome we branch off to Naples It stands on 
a splendid site not unlike Bombay Here it is very 
hot during the day, very close at night though our 
hotel faces the bay due north The Neapolitans seem 
to fie a mixed 1 community of vanou>~ s&ixcks ana’ sizes' 
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The poorer people speak a sort ° f Asiatic patois^ a 
dialect half Turkish half 
times seem to me to speak & 
sight seeing during the day, and after an gt 
badly disturbed by an insect stingm^ y S 
ue depart early w do the 

Back to Venice rn a coufrfe of days ™ 
galleries here at leisure So ^ a 

seem as .f carved out of the walls TheeBcc 

distance is very striking But there seems to be a, ^ 

too much of scriptural mono ony , most 

galler.es of Europe , much .n His sufferings 

painfully is Christ exhibited haracter But I ven 
Of course, this is H.s P^^^^e^erdonc in its 
ture to think that even this is apt to be 
cruel onesidedness r _ Florence, Rome, 

Throughout Southern E P rema[Uab I y sober 
Naples, Venice— we find * ,f weighed down 

They are an orderly lot, but look^ if 
under some hidden cu ^ e — crl5p elasticity of the 
race They seem “ <,r the English or the 

Trench, the robust self asse also, that one 

German It « » street mend, 

comes across the more b often badly off here, as 
caftey But one may not oe understood 

m Germany or Austria, m maUn^^^ ^ ^ =t 

though he finds i , P ^ Venice for instance, the 
hotels what he needs. f3rc for our behoof— 

waiter runs throug i , 3n d egg We ask lnm, how- 

roast beef, beef steak, n dresscd a „d well done, as 

ever, for mutton cutlets cheerfully enough, 

m India. The man takes n 
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but returns with huge pieces of meat, as clumsy as 
Scotch chops* at a third rate restaurant We protest, 
and explain that we want the meat to be minced fine 
and to be dressed in the usual batter “ Ah, ah, ah," 
says the waiter at the end of our explanation, “ now I 
superstand ' His “ superstandmg,' however, is of a 
Very inferior order, for he returns with the mutton 
Simply hacked into bald little boluses, less tempting 
than before. 

Tins year of grace, 1S90, is to witness the Passion 
Play at Ober-Ammergau For believers it is to be, 
perhaps, the most notable event of the decade in 
Christendom , invested with more than its usual 
interest, as it is likely to be the last of the revelations in 
rural innocence of the divine humanity of Christ I am 
anxious to witness the Play, if by so doing I could 
better realize certain phases in the life and teachings of 
the Perfect Alan whose suffering grace fascinates an 
Astatic more than his triumphant victory 

In the name Ober-Ammcrgau I catch a familiar 
sound, as if of one of my own Indian dialects — Upar - 
amar gaum The village (gaun) on (upar), amar (the 
river Amar) All the three words arc literally Indian, 
\cry sweet to my car, especially the last, meaning 
tn mortal So I break off engagements in Scotland 
and Ireland, cut down my programme for the Con- 
tinent, and make hurriedly for the little hamlet nestling 
in the heart of what feels like a little paradise on earth 

The origin of this Passion Play* is full of a deep 
human interest Ober-Ammcrgau, a ullage in the 
highlands of Havana, was usitcd by a plague m 1633 
The simp'le villagers, linchng fhc ravages ol flic plague 
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too temble, vowed that they would, in the event of its 
ceasing to cause them further suffering, -reproduce in 
their own persons the Passion, that is the “ff= nn &° 
their Savour, every ten years The vow has 6een 
religiously observed from sire to son ’ from , 
daughter, for nearly two centunes and a _hal Sue 

vows are not uni. noun in the East, m ac ' . 

made more frequently and perhaps kept more devouay 
there than in the West What is smgular thatthe 
sacred drama we are going to witness here a. pa 
formed before an admiring audience of ftltl l« ‘ 
culture by simple village folk under the guida" of 
.. . j- r . T*hc man who composed it, 

Ammergau "ho have re >1 ed , he 

" ,th 3 r ?' f * ir CO relSonists ,n Europe Faith 

!vS:f A " — - - — ° r 

religion , , wlt h the Passion Play in 

We are not quite “^ lommcdans „„, y and those 
Indp though it is h “ themselves in it The 

the followers of A' . ‘h ^ oreover> deplc ts the trials 

Mahommedan Pass , r n some respects it is 

of faith more than "^J^ntation Ober- 
reallymore effeU „ arc y ept almost a per 

Ammergau The P the suffenngs of the faithful 
petuat tumult of te - bltlon of grie f is as fierce as 

arc described c 
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the Arab nature could make it But u e also see m the 
M'lhommedm Phy a certain softening and harmonizing 
of the fiercer elements of the reaction from idolatry, 
which is the essence of the Prophet’s creed This 
chastening influence of humanism is most marked 
where we see the leaders of the faithful — the Shahids, 
that is, martyr?— suffer without complaining Terrible 
is this silent suffering of the children of All — most 
terrible in that they deny themselves most where the 
suffering is most unmerited It is, as I have said, a 
trial of faith May not this feature of the Imambara 
performance be a modern Christian graft on the Jewish 
tradition of old as taken by the Mihommcdan poet ? — 
a fulfilment of prophecy, making the mission of the 
Prophet two sided in its character of protest wnd of 
patient resignation ? The softening of the ng6£r of 
•Arabic vehemence falls in curiously with the' original 
Persian nature The Passion Play of Islam obtains 
only amongst the Shiahs of Persia and India 

Hindus are not without their Passion Plays enacted 
perhaps more thin once a year, but bearing only a 
remote resemblance to those in favour with their 
Semitic brethren , 

\^e must now hasten Ao the stage erected somewhat 
on the outskirts of Ober Ammergau Everything about 
the stage bespeaks a natural one may say, a pristine 
simplicity No tawdry trick of art defiles this sacred 
structure, though improvised for the occasion It 
breathes the spirit, as it were of scriptural history, and 
reminds one vividly of the men who have contributed 
most to the making of that history The narrative 
throughout is suited to common intelligence, and therein 
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to me, of course, than the words of their music. Singers 
and actors alike seem to be the flowers of the valley, 
that the priests could pick out for this sacred perform- 
ance. A few of the chorus appear to be dummies, who 
have only to stand or move with the rest. The majority 
have to sustain a separate part, more or less important. 
One only of the singers breaks down for a minute, Ring- 
ing by himself. The get-up of the whole Play is Hebraic 
• — dress, stage, scenes, and so on ; the language alone 
being Bavarian. The part given to the Choragas is 
Very fatiguing. Christus has doubtless an infinitely 
more delicate and trying part, Judas a, more formidable 
part to render. How they walk about the stage, from 
highest to lowest I What dignity and grace in words 
and movements alike l None but an eye-witne^. < cOuld 
realize the effect Marvellous is the acting offsOnje of 
•thase untutored rustics To me it is a miracle in itself 
The tableaux manage to ke^p up their realistic character ; 
but the music begins to patf Dy occasional monotony, as 
we enter into the thick of this sustained representation 
of sacred history. 

Christ’s entry into Jerusalem appears to me to be 
pc?fect, both in the principles and details of art, accord- 
ing *W the best canons of criticism. It is so entirely 
like what one should wish it to be. The whole picture 
is. teal, besides being a faithful picture of the life and 
circumstances it represents. The face w ears a heavenly 
dignity and calm self-consciousncss, untinged by pride 
The pretty. little animal he rides, too small though it is 
for the rider’! height, seems to share his conscious 
dignity. 

As I see the ass move gently forward, I can have a 
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better look at the lace of the rider If that face shows 
anything more' than self consciousness, it shows indif- 
ference to the praise and worship that burst from 
one side, and to the looks of contempt and hatred 
from the other — a meek resignation, an intelligent 
appreciation of what is coming The greatest merit of 
Ins acting is, that amidst all the temptations to show 
himself off, Cllristus forgets himself throughout, seems 
to be elevated out of his self Even when he drives 
away the pack of buyers and sellers who desecrate his 
Father's house, he does it, not ^so much in anger as in 
a sort of energised grief The chorus of Hosanna that 
follows his entry is a treat in itself 

The members of the High Council, who now meet, 
seem tp be more energetic than wise or eloquent The 
Council^ looks very much Uhe a Persian Durbar of old, 
deliberating as to how to encounter an imadinghost 
The barking, howling voice in which some of these men 
discuss the question before them and their fierce 
gesticulations, testify to the insolence of the unre 
generate priest Even here the actors show the 
artlessness of their art, though they are rather tedious, 
and some appear to be anvious to catch the Cje of the 
audience. 

Christ’s departure for Bethany is introduced by a 
chorus led by a female soloist She sings jvtth 
exquisite feeling On her face jou find a,souI suffused 
with the melodj The Brides lament is equal!} 
touching, as is the music that swells up from within - * 

The anointing of the Saviours feet by Jfar> Mag- 
dalene is a capital piece of acting Mary’s voice has a 
strange weird sweetness in it It thrills me Both m 

r 
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looks and words she stands next only to the Virgin 
Mother The parting at Bethany nearly overpowers 
me, that pitting between mother and son I find 
my c>os glistening — after what a length of time! 
Tears seldom come to the relfcf of some sufferers I 
am one of these unprivileged mortals This afternoon, 
however, I have need of the handkerchief The 
situation is contagious. Tew e>es can be dry amongst 
the thousands that surround me The mother, as she 
develops her part, becomes more and more motherly, 
till with a broken heart, which you almost see reflected 
in her face, she helps to perform the last sad rites of 
her holy office on her babe Is he not a child ? — this 
son of the immaculate, suffering for the sms of others 
that have gone and that are to come 

Here comes m Judas Hts part is only next tn 
importance to that of Chnstus, and at some points 
seems to require even more power It needs art and 
craf^ alike to portray the terrific passions, and the 
struggle for mastery, that rage in his breast Judas is 
not without some innate good — the worst of us has 
something in him to be saved by But the evil over- 
whelms him — -his avarice. He shows a wild energy of 
purpose towards the end of his career There is some 
superb acting in his acceptance of the money, the price 
of the betrayal, and in hts fltngmg it at his own pious 
betrayers, the destroyers of his soul As he nears his 
self invited doom. Judas looks like a hunted tiger, 
hunted more from within than without more by himself 
than by others Conscience 1 Who can escape thee ? 
Do people really escape the qualms of conscience ! Oh 
that there were no such word as betrayer 1 The sight 
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of it makes one tremble all over And yet, rethinks 
there is no betray er so lond so relentless, as the shn 
small \oice within," if jou once decline to have lnm 
for \ our good genius. 

As to acting, I hare seen Hamlet done 
capable artist. But the portraiture was not half so 
vivid m power and passion The actor was a gen eman 
of talent, who had made a lifelong study of fas part 
In the present case, Judas is represented by i a ^common 

villager' His best ““"^ ^"unted, frenzied into 
t°Z. g Ten“ for "such a sinner as Judas, how ei er, I 

,s a WI = and humane arrangement * I 
It? m reserve? it also for the principal character in 

the drama. _ f eet by their Master 

The washing of the ■ ^ Clinst's gentle, 

Peter's humble ta . eamest^,^ 
dignified reply , are a 1 eo mind, the best 

The agon> fi na , tragedy How the 

representation, better of gamings' It is a 

disciples doze away ^ 

masterly study of human n n ^ [unlL Thc „owmg 

cf^r^rST. It Sher spous tile effect of die 

sight Of Chosen - --- - X 
soldiers, and his htcr and vulgar taunts only 

and jeers, their co sublime seir sacrifice His 

add to the pathos t|ms of thc d.vinc m it, 

patient bearing nas P 1 
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though to the human eye it may, perhaps, appear the 
reverse The music seems to hallow the situation with 
its sad impressiveness Different emotions affect dif 
ferent natures among the audience 

Peter s repentance is a powerful piece of acting It 
is his best The old man seems to be tom by remorse 
But there is nothing vulgar in his exhibition of grief 
and shame John, his Master’s favourite is quieter, 
though no less effective 

The acting of Pilate and Herod is very good indeed 
Again I wonder how these village wood carvers could 
possibly sustain such parts Are they all villagers ? 
There can be no mistake about it 

The Saviour is now introduced, to the sound of sad 
mflsic, and, alas 1 to the sound of scourging and hooting 
Christ bears himself truly like a Prince of Peace The 
Scourging and hooting well brings out what is brutal m 
the soldiery and in their heartless abettors the Jewish 
mob On the other hand what is divine in Christ is 
strikingly brought out by his human suffering He is 
greater in his suffering than m his triumph The 
priests, egging on the mob, show us a terribly true 
representation of priesthood typified Pilate the 
Roman Governor, presents a very fine contrast to this 
infuriated and demoralized 'mob of murderers Filate 
washing his hands of the sin implied in the im 
pending murder that the priests have lhsisted upon 
preferring to have Christ for their victim rather than 
Barabbas, as suggested by the Governor is aery 
natural Here Christ may appear to some to be 
indifferent to the fate gathering round him ?so fatalist 
he 1 He knows, that, tint qpcatry: the. w. store 
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for him the greater the self-control and self-communion 
necessary 

Most painfully vivid is the picture of the Saviour 
bearing his cross to Calvary It is a reality rather 
than a picture, of physical and mental prostration 
through which the spirit has to carry out her assigned 
task. How he stumbles jet stumbling, goes on, 
agonized at everj step in which he glorifies the Father 
— a womans pious hands wiping the drops of blood 
on. his forehead 1 More cruel to witness even than this 
crudest of trials is the first look of recognition between 
the divine sufferer and the mother, sharpened b> her 
gasp of agonized despair It is an appalling sight My 
heart is frozen withered — I cannot w eep The repre- 
sentation is wonderfullj real including the voluntary 
relief afforded b> Simon in this hour of extremest 
need Human language is not sufficiently developed 
to describe tins penultimate act of the divine tragedj 

The Crucifixion is too much for mj nerves. I turn 
awaj from it for a moment, but to be drawn to it again , 
the scene is so fascinating One of the most notable 
incidents of this tragedy, surpassing in human interest 
much that has jet been conceived bj poet or prophet, 
is the last message from the Cross — W oman behold 
thy Son, Son behold thj Mother Here the ties of 
human kinship an. sundered Docs he mean himself or 
John as lie entrusts the latter to hi-, earthly mother 
who is now to be a mother to the favountc disciple the 
child of Ins spirit ? The thunder and lightning that 
follow harmonize well with the darkness of the deed 
done. The exemption from the usual breaking of limbs, 
and the piercing of the side instead to see that all is 
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over, and thus to satisfy his malignant persecutors, the 
rcmo\a! of the bodj, so tenderly, so reverently, the 
hushed weeping and whispered conversation among 
mourners, appear to awe the audience into an agony 
of suspense and silence. The acting is perfect through- 
out The laying of the body on Mary's knees , the 
anointing and dressing , the carrying it to its temporary 
resting-place — all these details are real in their natural- 
ness, and natural in their harrowing reality 

The scene of the Resurrection breathes joy, hope and 
triumph — the triumph of good over evil, of spirit over 
flesh. They do not seem to linger on the details of 
Ascension or Resurrection, though some of the mmutue 
of the latter are very well managed — such as the falling 
oiJln of the grave, the walking out of Chnstus, the panic 
aihong the soldiers on watch Mary Magdalene and 
bthers ought to have been represented here as also 
Mary’s mistaking Christ for the gardener On the other 
hand, I wish I were spared Some of the details of the 
Crucifixion 

To sum up, the Passion Play at Ober-Ammergau is 
a marvellous triumph of faith in art The writer of the 
play seems to have purged the Gospel narrative of some 
of its later accretions, and though scrupulously faithful 
in the details that bring out the life and the truth 
thereof, he seems rather to have avoided the incom- 
prehensible Herein, I think, he shines at his best, as 
an artist I regret Chnstus having to be show n so much 
and so often fn.the one sad aspect of helpless suffering, 
mortification, agony and despair — Blot Blot, lama 
sabachtham ? That, no doubt is the essence of the 
grand self sacrifice, but it familiarizes the uninitiated 
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taste Such “ s " ' , t whatever is true in our 
culated to appeal d ' r f“> 1<rue nothing to be 

nature The pr.ne.pat character. Me ^ ^b Qf of 

desired in this direction . v,een made 

personal ambition, does n °“ eC ™ m( , ot ,5,5 men lose 
out Tar from being wort y. tra dit 10 nal von 

more than they gam by obsc ™' “ supcr i, um an effort 

It doubtless costs then, an almost^ superhum ^ ^ 
Tint they arc not actual by ^ Qur s , mpIc village 
ma) be further seen fr ofrcrJ of „i, at might be 

artists have declined r p ner r 0 rniancc outside of 

to them a princely so much dtsturbed 

Obcr Ammergau They ndua l tendenej to 

by these temptations, and bir^^^ ^ cld£rs , te 

vulgarize their sacred , ban incur further 

thinking of brc a , ' ,n 5 They hare kept the 

risk, to their faith and ch • c tllc timc s arc 

sow as long as they “ 1 think they orgue 

against a longer obsc ,llustratcd the 

*?> nobler n<yn to saenfee their 

Lord s sacrifice tQ kccp tlic example of that 

own feelings m o . j am jes rous of a nearer 

saenf.ee pure “"^hristus. but ,t « « hardlj 
look at and a . , Besides, I am afraid 
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not expected to be at home what he has been on the 
stage under the inspiration of the hour From all 
reports, however, he is believed to be thoroughly genuine 
The same may be said, more or less, of the others But 
it is a mde shock to me to be told that one of them, 
who bore a prominent part yesterday, and showed on 
the stage as if her whole nature had been penetrated by 
the prqsence of grace, was found giggling at home shortly 
after I gather this, on our way back, from -i Florentine 
noble who seems to have taken lodgings m her family 
As to whether it is well to keep up the Passion Play, 
one is really puzzled m coming to a definite opinion 
There is much in it, offering the highest edification, of 
which one should be sorry to deprive the believer. It 
is anhost powerful representation of life and nature, with 
an absorbing human interest Even as a work of art it 
cku ms very high praise On the other hand however, 
the interest manifested by a majority of the audience 
appears to be too much of the sense, sensuous They 
are drawn to the spot more by curiosity, lore of art, 
considerations of health and pleasure, than by actual 
sympathy Now, the eye and the car arc valuable 
mimstrants to our physical and, indirectly*, to our 
spiritual enjoyment But the heart of things divine is 
best seen by the eye of faith, its throbbings best heard 
by* the ear of the spirit within. The issues here in- 
volved are far too momentous to be trifled with by the 
hands or head of man, however reverent. It is note- 
worthy that in the Tassion Play of Islam the principal 
character is never brought upon the stage. Do not 
Christians claim for Christ a greater affinity to the 
invisible Father of Grace? v 
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B keeps running between the post office and the 

office of the Austro-Hungarian Lloyd He also wires 
to his housekeeper in London to ask how many letters 
she has forwarded From the housekeeper we get an 
evasive reply, winding up with the words — “Mamma 

died yesterday” Poor Dr B breaks down while 

reading these words He takes “mamma' to mean 
Jus mother in India, while I feel certain it is the house- 
keeper’s mother in England The thing is so plain that 
it \ cs.cs me to see my friend shaking Ins head He is 
disconsolate I enter fully into the context of the reply , 
discussing it word by word m the light of his message 
to London The housekeeper could not possibly say 
“mamma’ for /ns mother > But it avails nothing 
TllXn I take up another cue I pretend that mj letters 
are as dear to me as his mother is to him 1 hat startles 
htrn out of his melancholy Like a truly unselfish friend, 
lie offers to resume inquiries, mourning Jus mother 
silently all the while. I prc\atl upon him, also, to wire 
to his housekeeper once more, asking v. hose mother it 
is that has died It takes nearly a day to get the reply , 
as the housekeeper has been out of town to attend her 
mother’s funcraL Here is suspense piled upon suspense 
Hut the reply comes at last “„!/> mother We are 
\cry sorry, indeed, and wire our sympathy to the 
bcrca\ ed 

Dr 11 again resumes search for my letters , but 

wc arc doomed to another night of torture It is my 
friend’s turn now to soothe me, as I keep chafing under 
my ill luck 1 he head of the I Joy d Office la extremely 
kind, ipakmp hourly search for the letters, and ofienn/ 
to do anything Dr B • could suggest to pet at them. 
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But we are all at our wits end At last on the 3rd of 
October, we go on board the steamer which is to sail 
almost immediate!} , and there as I step up the deck, l 
am saluted with a large packet unasked The mystery 
is now solved— these letters seem to have been kindly 
taken off on board b> one of the office clerks, as the} 
came m His ignorance of English is his only excuse 
Had he been able to follow our instructions, he would 
have spared us his v cry cruel kindness 
From Trieste to Bomba} is a very smooth passage 
It goes without sa} ing that this return voyage is even 
less eventful than was our trip to Europe six months 
ago The Imfcratrtx is as splendid a vessel as her 
mate conscious of her proud title and of her position m 
the fleet The captain is not less energetic than* his 
colleague in charge of the Impcrator , but lacks the 
martial bearing of the latter The officers and crow 
are about the same willing hands and hearts but more 
or less tongue tied By this time however I have 
become an adept in the language of signs and manage 
to make m}self understood by dumb show The 
Jmferatrtx keeps a good table but seems to give less 
variety, and is decidedl} inferior in the suppl} of fnnt 
This is because the fruit season is o\ er for Europe The 
captain cannot help his helplessness, as he natvely puts 
it in his own English Another trouble which he is ev en 
more helpless to cope with, ts the heat experienced in 
the Red Sea I never felt it so hot m mj life before 
although I ha\ e visited some of the hottest districts of 
India. The cabin feels like an oven at work, and the 
\ onagers have to be out mostly during night as well as 
day Everything on board is hot, from *he food in your 
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plate down to the water in your bath Your deck chair 
is as uncomfortable as jour bed in the cabin. Your 
meal becomes tiresome, and though you like to be in 
your bath, you have to change the water every few 
minutes Ladies and gentlemen are seen at all hours 
of the night, running about from comer to corner, bed 
clothes in hand One often finds the bodily functions 
almost suspended, and the balance of mind sadly dis- 
turbed The children cry incessantly, knowing not 
why Oh the misery, the agony of those three October 
days! On the fourth we are in sight of the dear old 
Indian Ocean, inhaling his balmy breeze, feeling more 
refreshed in body as wc draw nearer the shores of India, 
and more picked up in spirit as we get a clearer view of 
Home Sweet Home 

In 1891 we take the Brussels route on our return to 
Trieste Three times have I had an easy passage across 
the Channel — a privilege to be envied by heroes and 
statesmen But the witch of the Atlantic revenges her- 
self on me the fourth time I have to cross her path. It 
is a bleak morning towards the end of October A 
strong gale is sweeping over the Channel, which lashes 
the sides of the mad steamer and makes her dance 
fantastically As she weighs anchor the dance becomes 
more fantastic. The sky begins to be overcast, and in less 
than five minutes we ha\c to beat a hasty retreat and 
driven below by pelting rain on the top of piercing wind 

Here I trj to fortify the inner man tnducing Dr B- 

to do lilcwise M> friend munches a sandwich with 
the air of a martyr He has a presentiment of what is 
to follow The prophet of cvdl In less than a 
minute the poison seems to be working in him. He 
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with my fellow sufferers It is a passive sympathy, not 
active as usual with me, and I despise myself for it 
Hut what is one to do in such a strut ? One may face 
a lion go through flood and fire in order to help a friend 
He may brave fever and cholera But to attend to a 
seasick friend when one is lnmsclf in trouble is beyond 
human friendship I think it would be cosier to die for 
a friend than to sene him in sea sickness when you are 
in for it yourself 

Shortly afterwards we catch the welcome sound of 
the gong Two earners walk off with our baggage the 
doctor and I tottering behind I feel keenly the dis 
comforts of the situation It is my second experience 
of sea sickness the first having been acquired off Gogo 
Burtder some eighteen years ago from association with 
a dirty Bama family in a dirtier little coasting vessel 
B\it there is one consolation The doctor has fared 
much worse Poor fellow 1 Does he not look like one 
of the survivors in Noah s ark ? 

Landing at Calais we take train immediately for 
Brussels The doctor is anything but complimentary to 
the British authorities — who won t build a tunnel under 
their dirty little ditch It is really sad to see what 
an amount of suffering the English put up with 
and impose upon others by resisting a tunnel so dog 
gedly Surely they could guard the passage safely 
enough against invasion I am told it is not a question 
of cost Why then pile up such agonies upon them 
selves not to speak of others nor of other than personal 
discomfort ? 

The capital of Belgium has a peculiar interest for the 
tourist— oart French .part German .part Eigdisb and 
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part, as it appears, American 1 1 has an air of freedom, 
of cleanliness and comfort, which one often misses else 
where. The upper town is detached from the lower 
Here fo- the first time I see dogs yoked to little carts 
and worked pretty much as horses and bullocks are 
worked m other countries This practice w e observe in 
parts of German^ also The dogs are as large as our 
germs of Gujarat, and seem to be well cared for They 
ha\ e light weights to drag and look rather proud of it 
We have not seen a single dog whipped for scamping 
work, though there seems to be no limit to their bark, 
ing especially when at rest Brussels has a large 
market where buvers and sellers are almost all women, 
except meat sellers. This looks natural, f see some 
cheese here exactly like our Surat fantr (cheese) some 
colour shape and make — little basket and alk In the 
afternoon we run oxer to the Picture Gallerx whiji 
strikes one more as a raenagene — such a confusion of 
profusion it presents to the view E\ exy one of the con 
tinental schools u> I behexe, represented here. Some 
of the statuary is xery efifectixe, and so are Hot a few of 
the paintings. But far more effective to my mind is the 
Wierst collection tn an isolated part of the town, close 
to in iron foundrx Wierst must haxc been an artist 
of stupendous powers, bold and original to a degree 
but also extravagant and irregular He may be 
described offhand, as Bxnon Bums, Goethe and 
Rabelais, all rolled into one— sharing ns much of the 
strength as the xxcakncss of each Unhappilx for the 
artist the man «eems to haxc been a little too conscious 
of his genius. That sdf-con«<iousness was Ins curse in 
life, it has also dung to his memory and kept it out of 
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its legitimate recognition That accursed self con- 
sciousness has burnt itself into the most splendid of 
his handiworks For all that, however, Wierst has no 
need to hang down his head in the presence of the 
greatest masters 

Another sight of Brussels is the Palais du Justide, 
perhaps the best constructed court house in Europe, 
commodious, with ample light and ventilation, and very 
fine acoustic properties It is a contrast to our gloomy 
labyrinth at Bombay, not unfit for lawmongers and 
blood suckers to live in 

Part of next day we spend at Antwerp, the most 
ancient of seaport towns in Europe, which at one time 
traded with the whole of the then known world During * 
a l«ng period it seems to have fallen into decay, but is 
reviving again We walk right along the harbour* 
with its splendid docks The whole line of buildings 
opposite is dedicated to Bacchus and wears a very dissi- 
pated, if not disreputable, look Here the hard worked 
sailors have to empty their pockets on arrival, and to 
fill their stomachs with fire water Antwerp boasts of 
a venerable cathedral, which contains two of Rubens’ 
masterpieces These are in themselves worth a pil- 
• grimage, though, for my part, I would place the poet’s 
creations any day before the painters The filigree 
work on the dome of the cathedral is another attraction 
worth mentioning From the cathedral our guide, a 
schoolboy picked up in the street, takes us to a church, 
inside which we find a very clever representation, m 
stucco or daj , of the scene on Calvarj 

We make a brief halt at Trank fort next day, and are 
struck with the size and solidit> of some of its build- 
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stations ? It is on our way to Vienna also that we 
have to pay a heavy transit duty on a feu table re 
quisites purchased at Trankfort This is the first time 
ue have been thus fined m Europe for patronizing its 
art Before reaching our hotel, ue have again to pay a 
franc I suppose as toll tax. or wheel tax. At this rate 
Vienna will take a long time to be won to the fold of 
free trade 

After a little rest we rush out, m a close carriage to 
do the town being at the mercy of an incessant snow 
drift Vienna lias sopic truly palatial buildings Even 
private houses arc large and well built What are 
your London and Glasgow and Edinburgh beside some 
bf the continental towns i One must not speak in the 
sanfe breath of the mean and the magnificent I think 
the American geographer was not far out m describing 
England as a small island in the Atlantic — only he 
forgot to add which sways the destinies of nearly a 
fourth of tlife human race 

It ceases to snow as we leave Vienna for Trieste 
but here we have to face a chill biting wind We are 
fairly driven before a blast as we near our carnage 
Even the horses find it an effort to breast the gathering 
storm \\ ith this high wind blowing we see women of 
the poorer class return from market shivering in almost 
every limb with bps compressed and cheeks blistered 
red all over It is a piteous sight »I thanl God we 
have no wind such as the mstral in India nor the 
delicate skin that suffers so acutely under their influence 
I almost thml the Trieste lasses eye us enviously as we 
go past in our thicl brown cuticle 

On our way from Trieste to Bombay this } ear we 
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arc ha\mg a very livel> time of it on board, thinks 
mainly to the presence of several English passengers 
These people know how to make themselves at home 
on the wildest and the bleakest of islets, how to extract 
some sort of home comfort from it Why not, then, 
from the good ship Impcratar, which is a mansion irt 
itself, with drinking smoking, and dining saloons of its 
own, and a music hall to boot 9 In the intervals of 
creature comforts the vojagers go in for amusements of 
various kinds— sports, dances concerts, fancy balls and 
so on Very few of them could have come on board 
provided with the requisites of a fancy ball , yet they 
manage somehow to improvise one — this gentleman 
personating a Parsee pnest, that a Chinese mandarin, 
the other a Bombay policeman What they lack m^irt 
they make up by good humour The fancy dress ball 
is an immense success, so far as clapping of hands, anti 
chcenng and laughing, could make it Thij'same may 
be said of the concert, m which I hear at a distance one 
good voice singing, and see one pair of deft hands plaj - 
mg The dancing is more successful, to judge from 
how the partners puff and pant and go at it again and 
again The sports are no less amusing, except w hen 
ladies and gentlemen try to drive turkeys, geese, and 
hens in a straight line before them This part of the 
sport is torture to me What must it be to the \ ictims > 
But our sportsmen and sportswomen persevere with 
their gruesome game urging the victims with a cord or 
a pointed stick- The poor little bipeds do not, as a 
rule, go straight How are they to know what they 
are asked to do f They fail to see the fun of it, and 
persist in running back to the coops The more they 
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are worried, the more frantic they grow, till they ire 
readj to bite their tormentors, to peck at them viciously, 
and then lie exhausted on deck If, by chance, one of 
them manages to run straight, in hopes of escaping, it 
is greeted with shrieks of delight from the ladies, and 
shouts of applause from their gallant knights — which 
only fluster the unhappy things The sight is alto- 
gether depressing, and I offer to pay five times the 
original sub«cription to be spared a further experience 
of sports which without being intended as cruel, are 
certainly managed with unseemly cruelty 

A few days after starting it is whispered that the 
Imperaior is timed to reach Bombay earlier than usual 
This is due, no doubt to the presence on board of the 
Bofribay agent, Mr Janm, with his demure looks but 
eminently business like habits, as alSo of the Calcutta 
a&cnt of the Company The Ivipcrator is determined 
to do its very best this tnp 

Among (lie other notable voyagers I must not omit 
to mention two cats a grey and a black one The 
former appears to be strangely drawn to those who 
speak English and sits patiently before them whilst 
conversing Now and again it wags its head know- 
ingly, as the speaker waxes eloquent, and then takes a 
few turns across the deck with all the dignity of an 
ambassador If I believed in magic I would Lake that 
cat to be an emissary of the Austrian Government 
watching the movements of the subjects of Her 
Bntanmc Majesty abroad Its dark companion seems 
to have more wit than wisdom It helps itself to an> 
piece of cake or biscuit Ijing about, with that lofty dis 
dam of the law of v cum et tunrn which characterize 
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the dealings of the feline tribe The cats are much m 
request with some of the passengers more so with the 
crew, who caress and feed them every morning It is a 
sight to see these soft hearted fellows sharing their 
bread cnimbs with them and talking to them as if 
they were one family sitting at a common table The 
carpenter is very fond of the grey one whom he takes 
up in his arms daily for a fatherly kiss The cat 
receives his salute with a look of unutterable disgust, as 
it runs off to wipe its moustache against the door 
rug I wonder why cats are averse to kissing to 
which dogs take so kindly Perhaps the* see nothing 
in it Perhaps they suspect foul plaj m the average 
kiss . 

About 3 30 PM on the 4th of November, iScfl, we 
see a magnificent rainbow, half way between the Ad ri 
attc and the Mediterranean It adoijns the firmanfent 
abo\c m the form of a semi-circle depicting a trinity of 
most delicate tints — there is the light scarlet emblematic 
of the British Empire the pale jellow of the Rajput 
and the deep green of the Moslem The rainbow looks 
about a foot and a half in girth at this distance of 
perhaps, a million miles That would give its real 
girth about — how manj thousand miles, with how 
nianj million miles for its length all o^er ’ What a 
fascinating phenomenon reflecting itself on the waters 
below and producing an exact duplicate side bj side 
in the skies ! 

On the 7th of No\ ember wc pass a steamer going the 
other wa> I ask the carpenter to sa> what ship it is 
Pino Ser he replies Bj this time I have become 
familiar enough with Austro Hungarian English to 
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"understand that it is a P. & O. steamer. A splendid 
vessel, one of those palatial water-ploughs that cut 
their way majestically by, scarcely touching the 
fringe of the waters The Imperator and the P. & O. 
steamer pass each other in stately dignity, un- 
furling the flags, and waving handkerchiefs. This 
ceremony of salutation over, the flags are lowered, 
and we soon begin* to lose sight of the giant which, 
only a few minutes before, loomed so large before 
our eyes. • 

No such giant do we espy again till the evening of 
the iSth, when the Imperator slackens its speed all of 
a sudden, and putting itself in charge of the pilot, 
hobbles laboriously along, like a wounded elephant. It 
coniA to a dead pause every few minutes. During one 
of these intervals w e obtain a good look of our harbour, 
dotted over with steamers and country craft of all 
shapes and sizes, and sparkling with the reflected 
beauty of its background. What would Bombay be 
without its harbour ? But this is hardly the time 
for speculation. The Imperator makes no sign of 
moving ; so, with a friend, I jump into a dingy by 
the side, and make w'ay for the Bunder, thence off 
to Hornby Road in a victoria, beating the official 
forecast by nearly twenty-four hours. What a surprise 
on the enemy’s camp 1 Here vc are, spoiling their 
game for to-morrow, stealing a march on rank 
and file, startling from their sleep the mercenaries 
tint have come from far and near, to be at the 
Bunder on receipt of the earliest report For a 
minute there is confusion and clamour all over 
the camp. The invader is charged with foul play. 
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"People don't come back prowling like this, from 
such a distance, to mar the pleasure of a regular 
reception.” Come, come, all’s fair in love and war 
May I always be blessed with such delicious home- 
coming! 


THE END. 



